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After this manner therefore pray ye : Our Father 
which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil : For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen. Matt, vi 9-13. 

Note. — See here the Royal Warrant for prayer ! Who 
may gainsay the King? He commands to pray. 
Would he have done so, were there no answer ? — 
nothing done or given in answer to prayer? — They 
who neglect prayer disobey the King; they who 
deny prayer reject Him. 
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I. Prayer is a great mystery. 
II. Prayer is a great fact. 
III. Prayer is a great power. 

I. Prayer is a great mystery. 

For is not prayer, in great part, man's request to 
God to do something ; and does it not imply that 
God does what man requests upon his requesting it f 
Now what can be a greater mystery than that the 
desires and requests of a creature like man, or indeed 
of any creature, should affect and influence God's' 
actings in ordering the affairs of the world ? And 
the mystery may seem all the greater when it is 
found that this prayer which prevails with God is 
not confined to requests addressed to him by the 
strong-minded, the intellectual, and the educated 
among men ; but that the prayer of the illiterate, of 
the feeble-minded, and even of the little child prevails 
with the great God, so as, in some way or other, to 
enter into those influences that affect God's dealings 
with this world, and his creatures in it. 

Known unto God are all his works from the begin- 
ning. He is of one mind. He is tha \m<^\i^^. 
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and unchangeable God. And yet prayer deals with 
him as a Being who will have respect to the requests 
of men, and women, and little children, so as to shape 
his procedure according to these requests, and because 
of them. This is verily a great mystery — how such 
requests, addressed to God from day to day, can be 
interwoven with his eternal purposes, and be an in- 
fluence in directing and carrying out these purposes ! 
Philosophy has not been able to fathom this mystery ; 
and therefore proud philosophy has, in the case of 
many, rejected prayer altogether. But are there not 
a few other mysteries that philosophy fails to fathom, 
and yet does not altogether reject 1 Whilst prayer is 
undoubtedly to be regarded as a great mystery, it is 
not, on that account, to be rejected as a superstition 
and a delusion. For there are abundant grounds for 
a rational belief, that though it be a great mystery, 
yet notwithstanding 

II. Prayer is a great fact. 

It is a fact that men have prayed in all ages and 
everywhere — to imaginary gods, to idols, and to the 
true God— expecting to be heard and answered, and 
believing that often they were heard and answered. 
This is perfectly certain. The only thing that admits 
of a doubt is whether there is any good warrant for 
their so doing. Now, it seems very like as if prayer 
was a thing real, and efficacious for obtaining things 
asked in it, else how did men come so generally to 
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pray at all f But still may it not be quite a delusion 
— a superstitious fancy to believe and act on the 
belief that prayer has something to do with obtaining 
from God, those things that are asked in prayer? 
Men do pray everywhere : so far, prayer is undoubt- 
edly a fact. But is it a fact that prayers are heard 
and answered by God, so as that he grants the things 
asked in prayer ? Yes ; this is also a great fact. For 
not only has prayer been made in all ages, and in all 
places, either to false gods or to the true God, but 
also through prayer things asked from the true,God, 
have been done or given by him. 

Believing this to be a most important and blessed 
truth, though it is in many quarters much spoken 
against, how is it to be commended to belief and 
acceptance 1 We have been led to think that, passing 
from philosophical speculation, much may be done 
towards this end by calling attention to the prayers 
and the answers to them recorded in the Scriptures. 
These are far more numerous than many people seem 
to be aware of. And as recorded in the Scriptures, 
these many prayers and the answers to them are very 
specific and distinct ; so that either prayer is a great 
fact, or else the Bible is the most lying book in the 
world. It is plain that men must make up their mind 
either to reject both prayer and the Scriptures, or to 
accept and believe in both. 

Let the prayers of the Scriptures be all gathered 
out and put together, and let a person reaA \tafeTCL ro& 
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after another, to the number of several hundreds, (for 
that many they are) and we are persuaded that a 
conviction of their reality and truth will spring up 
and fasten itself on the mind, such as cannot be 
shaken off. And in this view of the matter, we have 
often thought that a little volume containing a col- 
lection of all the prayers of the Scriptures, with the 
answers to them in the very words of Scripture, might 
not only be for edification as a precious and very 
interesting portion of the Word of God, but also 
have a powerful influence towards securing a belief 
in the reality and efficacy of prayer. As one prayer 
is read after another, with the recorded answer to it 
— often the immediate answer — it is like the re- 
peated strokes of a hammer driving home the convic- 
tion that these prayers and their answers are all true 
— that prayer is indeed a great fact. In that belief, 
and with that view, I have made this collection of the 
prayers recorded in the Scriptures. May God own it 
and bless it as a humble attempt to promote the 
reception of his truth, and the enjoyment and benefit 
of prayer — that great mystery, yet great fact ! 

III. Prayer is a great power. 

The Scripture records of prayers and the answers 

to them being true, there can be no doubt about the 

great power of prayer. Had there been no such 

records, an unbelieving world might have had some 

plausible ground for counting a belief in the efficacy 
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of prayer, a baseless fancy. But these were written 
that men might believe assuredly that God hears 
and answers prayers. 

Nor is it to be alleged that though great things 
may have been done through prayer in days of old, 
such is not the case now — that prayer no longer has 
the power that it had then. The utterances of our 
blessed Lord and his inspired apostles, enjoin the 
abiding practice, and that involves and teaches the 
abiding power of prayer. Jesus said, " Ask, and it 
shall be given you." " He spake a parable to this 
end, that men ought always to pray and not to 
faint." He said, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he 
will give it you." The inspired apostles one after 
another speak in like manner — " continuing instant 
in prayer" — "praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit " — " I will that men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and doubting. " — "This is the confidence that we 
have in him, that if we ask anything according to 
his will, he heareth us." — "The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much." If these 
scriptures have any meaning, the privilege and duty 
of prayer, and the power of prayer, have neither 
been withdrawn nor diminished. 

There are very many things that go by the name 
of prayer, that have little or nothing at all of prayer 
in them — nothing either of desire for ttafc \tam^» \fto- 
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fessed to be asked, or of expectation of receiving 
them. These can have no power. But there are 
true prayers — prayers full of desire, and of humble 
expectation of an answer. There is great power in 
these prayers. Christ's church and people often 
discern and acknowledge an answer to prayer — 
betimes a remarkable answer, involving great 
interests. An unbelieving, godless world little 
thinks of how many of the things that are being 
transacted in it are linked on to the prayers of God's 
people, and are the fruit of these prayers — little 
dreams of the world's indebtedness to prayer. And 
even Christ's Church and people themselves seem 
but little to realise, how largely prayer is a power 
in bringing about, and regulating the events that 
are taking place from day to day all around — how 
much the affairs of our world, and the interests 
temporal and eternal of the human race, are affected 
and influenced by prayer. Verily, prayer is a great 
power — a power far greater, and more extensive, than 
an unbelieving world, and a half believing church at 
all think it to be. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE SCRIPTURES, AND 
THE ANSWERS THERETO. 

GENESIS. 
Abram regarding an heir. Answered immediately. 

Genesis xv. — 2 And Abram said, Lord God, what 
wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the 
steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus % 3 
And Abram said, Behold, to me, thou hast given no 
seed : and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 
4 And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto 
him, saying, This shall not be thine heir ; but he that 
shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be 
thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, 
and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the 
stars, if thou be able to number them. And he 
said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 6 And he 
believed in the Lord ; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness. 

Note. — God is well pleased when his people carry his 
promises to him, and humbly remind him of them, 
and press for their performance. Abram did so 
in this instance, regarding a previous promise of 
children (ch. xii. 2, 7), and to his contentment he 
receives a repetition of the promise in more distinct 
terms. 
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General Note. — It will be observed that the many 
answers to prayer that we find recorded in the Scrip- 
tures, are chiefly answers to particular requests. Let 
us learn an important lesson from this. It is right, 
in our stated prayers in public and family worship, 
and in our stated private devotions, to ask a variety 
of things in the same prayer. But besides this, let 
us go often to God with special requests. Let us 
carry to God the events,' and duties, and trials, and hopes, 
and expectations, and desires, and difficulties of life, as 
they arise, by a brief special prayer, referring directly to 
the matter in hand : let us study to acquire the gracious 
habit of at once telling God about it. When we thus 
carry each matter that concerns us, at once, and by itself, 
to God, our desires will be more real, and our expectations 
of an answer will be truer and more direct, than when a 
whole string of matters are included in the same prayer. 
For it is difficult to have real earnest desire for all the 
different things that are often brought forward in our 
stated prayers; and perhaps still more difficult, in any 
appreciable degree, to expect an answer to all the different 
requests made in these prayers. But it is very different 
when, deeply feeling our dependence on God, and believing 
in his care of us, we carry at once each matter in our lot 
as it arises, to God, tell him about it, it may be humbly 
express our own desires about it, and then leave it with 
him. This is mainly the Scripture way of prayer ; and it 
is one of the lessons that we are to learn from studying the 
prayers of the Scriptures. In such prayers answers are 
really looked for, and that not in vain. And such a 
gracious habit of special prayer is the way to secure the 
soul's peace. For then we shall have peace whether we 
get or do not get what we ask, because in both cases we 
are sure that we are receiving from God what is best for 
us, and most for his glory, whether he grants or refuses 
our requests. For is not this just what the Word says ? 
" Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
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supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known unto God. And the peace of God which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus." Phil. iv. 6, 7. 



Abram regarding his inheriting Canaan. Answered 

immediately. 

Genesis xv. — 7 And he said unto him, I am the 
Lord that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, 
to give thee this land to inherit it. 8 And he said 
Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit 
it 1 9 And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of 
three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, 
and a ram of three years old, and a turtle-dove, and 
a young pigeon. 10 And he took unto him all 
these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each 
piece one against another : but the birds divided he 
not. 1 1 And when the fowls came down upon the 
carcases, Abram drove them away. 

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abram ; and, lo, an horror of great 
darkness fell upon him. 13 And he said unto 
Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a 
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve 
them ; and they shall afflict them four hundred years : ' 
14 and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will 
I judge : and afterward shall they come out with 
great substance. 15 And thou shalt go to thy 
fathers in peace ; thou shalt be buried in a good old 
age. 16 But in the fourth generation they shall 
come hither again : for the iniquity of the Amorites 
is not yet fuJJ. 1J And it came to Tpa&fc, \taafc ^Vea. 
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the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a 
smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed 
between those pieces. 18 In that same day the 
Lord made a covenant with Abram saying, Unto 
thy seed have I given this land, from the river of 
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates. 

Note. — We should pray both for the removal of un- 
belief, and for the strengthening of faith. — " Lord, 
I believe; help thou mine unbelief." — "Lord, in- 
crease our faith." 



Abraham for Ishmael. Answered immediately. 

Genesis xvii. — 18 And Abraham said unto God, 
that Ishmael might live before thee 1 1 9 And God 
said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed ; 
and thou shalt call his name Isaac : and I will 
establish my covenant with him for an everlasting 
covenant, and with his seed after him. 20 And as 
for Ishmael, I have heard thee : Behold, I have 
blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly ; twelve princes shall he 
beget ; and I will make him a great nation. 21 But 
my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah 
shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 
22 And he left off talking with him, and God went 
up from Abraham. 

Note. — Abraham's prayer for Ishmael, and God's im- 
mediate and gracious answer are a great encourage- 
ment to parents to be particular in their prayers for 
their children. Yea, let them continue in prayer 
perseveringly, though there be no answer mean- 
while. 
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Abraham for Sodom. Answered immediately. 

Genesis xviii. 22. — Abraham stood yet before the 
Lord. 

23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou 
also destroy the righteous with the wicked ? 24 Per- 
adventure there be fifty righteous within the city: 
wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for 
the fifty righteous that are therein 1 25 That be far 
from thee to do after this manner, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous 
should be as the wicked, that be far from thee. 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right 1 26 
And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
within the city, then I will spare all the place for 
their sakes. 27 And Abraham answered and said, 
Behold, now, I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord, which am but dust and ashes : 28 perad- 
venture there shall lack five of the fifty righteous : 
wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five 1 And 
he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not de- 
stroy it. 29 And he spake unto him yet again, and 
said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. 
And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 30 
And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, 
and I will speak : Peradventure there shall thirty 
be found there. And he said, I will not do it if I 
find thirty there. 31 And he said, Behold now, I 
have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord : Perad- 
venture there shall be twenty found there. And he 
said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake. 32 
And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak yet but this once : Pera&venUMfc \^ql^aSl 
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be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it 
for ten's sake. 33 And the Lord went his way, as 
soon as he had left communing with Abraham : and 
Abraham returned unto his place. 

Note. — We have here a remarkable instance of rever- 
ent; loving importunity in prayer: and we see 
that God was not displeased with it. Abraham 
refrained, or was restrained from pressing his im- 
portunity to an extreme. Perhaps we might count 
that there are six distinct prayers recorded in this 
passage. 



LotforZoar. Answered immediately. 

Genesis xix. — 17 And it came to pass, when they 
(the angels) had brought them (Lot and his family) 
forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life ; look 
not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain : 
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 18 
And Lot said unto them, Oh ! not so, my lord. 19 
Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy 
sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou 
hast shewed unto me in saving my life ; and I cannot 
escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and 
I die. 20 Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, 
and it is a little one : Oh ! let me escape thither, (is 
it not a little one V) and my soul shall live. 21 And 
he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concern- 
ing this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, 
for the which thou hast spoken. 22 Haste thee, 
escape thither ; for I cannot do any thing till thou be 
come thither: therefore the name of the city was 
called Zoar. 
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Note, — Lot was wayward in this prayer; yet God 
bore with him, and granted his request ; — so deals 
God with the infirmities of his saints. Oh ! for 
more faith, that our will may fully accord with 
God's will ! Surely we may trust God for every 
lesser blessing, when we have received from him 
the greater, even the gift of his Son. When God 
had delivered Lot from Sodom, Ix)t might well have 
left God to determine whether he should go to the 
mountains, or to Zoar for safety. 



Abimelechfor himself. Answered immediately. 
Genesis xx. — 3 But God came to Abimelech in a 
dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art 
but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast 
taken ; for she is a man's wife. 4 But Abimelech had 
not come near her : and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay 
also a righteous nation ? 5 Said he not unto me, She 
is my sister ? and she, even she herself said, He is 
my brother. In the integrity of my heart, and inno- 
cency of my hands, have I done this. 6 And God 
said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou 
didst this in the integrity of thy heart ; for I also 
withheld thee from sinning against me : therefore 
suffered I thee not to touch her. 7 Now therefore 
restore the man his wife ; for he is a prophet, and he 
shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live. 

Note. — This is the prayer of one who was not of the 
chosen race. Every sinner may pray to God, and 
find acceptance for his prayer, who prays in God's 
way. Let no one fear to ask, who makes his re- 
quests out of a true heart for Christ's sake, what- 
ever his state and character may previously have 
been. 
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Abraham for Abimelech and his family. Answered 

immediately. 

Genesis xx. — 17 So Abraham prayed unto God : 
and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his 
maid-servants ; and they bare children. 

Note the duty and acceptaDce of prayer for others. 



Abraham's servant at the well near the city of Nahor. 

Answered immediately. 

Genesis xxiv. — 10 And the servant took ten camels, 
of the camels of his master, and departed ; (for all the 
goods of his master were in his hand ;) and he arose, 
and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. 
11 And he made his camels to kneel down without 
the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, 
even the time that women go out to draw water. 12 
And he said, Lord God of my master Abraham, I 
pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew 
kindness unto my master Abraham. 13 Behold, I 
stand here by the well of water ; and the daughters 
of the men of the city come out to draw water : 14 
And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I 
shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I 
may drink ; and she shall say, Drink ; and I will give 
thy camels drink also : let the same be she that thou 
hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby 
shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto 
my master. 

15 And it came to pass, before he had done speak- 
ing, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born 
to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abra 
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ham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. 

16 And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a vir- 
gin ; neither had any man known her : and she went 
down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. 

17 And the servant ran N to meet her, and said, Let 
me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. 

18 And she said, Drink, my lord : and she hasted, 
and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave 
him drink. 19 And when she had done giving him 
drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, 
until they have done drinking. 20 And she hasted, 
and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran 
again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all 
his camels. 21 And the man, wondering at her, 
held his peace, to wit whether the Lord had made 
his journey prosperous or not. 

22 And it came to pass, as the camels had done 
drinking, that the man took a golden earring of half 
a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, of 
ten shekels weight of gold, 23 and said, Whose 
daughter art thou 1 tell me, I pray thee. Is there 
room in thy father's house for us to lodge in ? 24 
And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel 
the son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor. 25 
She said, moreover, unto him, We have both straw 
and provender enough, and room to lodge in. 26 And 
the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the 
Lord. 27 And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of 
my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute 
my master of his mercy and his truth : I being in the 
way, the Lord led me to the house of my master's 
brethren. 

B 
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Note. — This prayer is remarkable for being very par- 
ticular and specific in its petitions. It is well for 
us to be particular in our prayers — in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, to 
make our requests unto God. General expressions 
seldom embody earnest desires. God's providence 
extends to everything about us, and we should ac- 
knowledge him in everything. " In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." 
Like this man we should expect and watch for an 
answer, and give thanks when we have a favourable 
answer to our prayers. 



Isaac for his wife. Answered immediately. 

Genesis xxv. — 21 And Isaac entreated the Lord for 
his wife, because she was barren : and the Lord was 
entreated'of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 



Rebeccah regarding her state. Answered immediately. 

Genesis xxv. 22 And the children struggled to- 
gether within her : and she said, If it be so, why am 
I thus? And she went to enquire of the Lord. 
23 And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in 
thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separ- 
ated from thy bowels ! and the one people shall be 
stronger than the other people ; and the elder shall 
serve the younger. 

Note. — Let us carry to God matters that are strange 
and perplexing to us. He will take charge of them, 
though he may not give us such a plain answer, as he 
gave to Rebekah. 
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Isaac for the blessing on Jacob. Anstoered in the after 
history of Jacob and Israel. 

Genesis xxviL 26 And his father Isaac said unto 
him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son. 27 And 
he came near, and kissed him : and he smelled the 
smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, 
the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which 
the Lord hath blessed : 28 therefore God give thee 
of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, 
and plenty of corn, and wine : 29 let people serve 
thee, "and nations bow down to thee : be lord over thy 
brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee : 
cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed 
be he that blesseth thee. 

Note. — This is a very remarkable prayer — in the inten- 
tion of Isaac, the blessing asked for Esau, yet com- 
ing on Jacob, and that in answer to Isaac's prayer. 
But the blessing came from God, not from Isaac; 
and it had mingled up with it correction for Jacob's 
sin in using cruel fraud and falsehood in procuring 
the blessing from his father. 



Isaac for Jacob when sending him to Padan-aram. 

Answered. 

Genesis xxviii. 2 Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the 
house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take thee 
a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy 
mother's brother. 3 And God Almighty bless thee, 
and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou 
mayest be a multitude of people ; 4 and gNfc ^O&fcfc 
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the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed 
with thee ; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein 
thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. 

Note, — What better can God-fearing parents do for 
their children when sending them out into the world, 
than to commit them to the care and guidance of an 
everywhere present God? 



Jacob at Bethel. Answered. 

Genesis xxviii. — 20 And Jacob vowed a vow, say- 
ing, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this 
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, 21 so that I come again to my 
father's house in peace, then shall the Lord be my 
God : 22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, 
shall be God's house : and of all that thou shalt give 
me, I will surely give the tenth unto thee. 

Note. — Young persons, in beginning life, should hum- 
bly resolve to serve the Lord with what he may give 
them, and not fail to give to the Lord's cause of the 
first fruits of their earnings. 



Leah for children. Answered immediately. 

Genesis xxx. — 17 And God hearkened unto Leah, and 
she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son. 18 And 
Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have 
given my maiden to my husband : and she called his 
name Issachar. 19 And Leah conceived again, and 
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bare Jacob the sixth son. 20 And Leah said, God 
hath endued me with a good dowry ; now will my 
husband dwell with me, because I have born him six 
sons, and she called his name Zebulon. 21 And after- 
ward she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah. 



Rachdfor children. Answered. 

Genesis xxx. — 22 And God remembered Rachel, and 
God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. 23 
And she conceived, and bare a son : and said, God hath 
t.ken away my reproach : 24 And she called his name 
Joseph ; and said, The Lord shall add to me another 
son. 

Note. — It sometimes pleases God at length to grant 
prayers long denied. True earnest desire may find 
vent in persevering prayer : only let it be in submis- 
sion to the will of God. 



Jacob for protection from Esau. Answered forthwith. 

Genesis xxxii. — 9 And Jacob said, God of my father 
Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord which 
saidst unto me, return unto thy country, and to thy 
kindred, and I will deal well with thee : 10 I am not 
worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant ; for, 
with my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I 
am become two bands. 11 Deliver me, I pray thee, 
from the hand of my brother, from tiha\iaxL<l oilS&iww 
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for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and 
the mother with the children. 12 And thou saidst, 
I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the 
sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for 
multitude. 

Genesis xxxiii. — 1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, 
and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him 
four hundred men. And he divided the children 
unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two hand- 
maids. 2 And he put the handmaids and their 
children foremost, and Leah and her children after, 
and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. 3 And he passed 
over before them, and bowed himself to the ground 
seven times, until he came near to his brother. 4 
And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him : and they wept. 

Note. Let God's people in times of alarm and perplex- 
ity, fill their mouth with God's promises. So did 
Jacob, and he was heard in that which he feared. 



Jacob for a blessing. Answered immediately. 

Genesis xxxii. — 24 And Jacob was left alone ; and 
there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of 
the day. 25 And when he saw that he prevailed not 
against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh : and 
the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. 26 And he said, Let me go, for 
the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee 
go, except thou bless me. 27 And he said unto him, 
What is thy name 1 And he said, Jacob. 28 And he 
said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
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Israel : for as a prince hast thou power with God and 
with men, and hast prevailed. 29 And Jacob asked 
him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And 
he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my 
name 1 And he blessed him there. 30 And Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel : for I have seen 
God face to face, and my life is preserved. 

Note. — We have here a sensible representation of the 
prevailing power of prayer. It teaches us the 
wondrous condescension of the Hearer of prayer, 
and the importance of that earnest, persevering 
importunity which says, ' I will not let thee go 
except thou bless me/ 



Jacob for favour to his sons from Joseph. Answered 

forthwith. 

Genesis xliii. — 13 Take also your brother, and 
arise, go again unto the man : 1 4 And God Almighty 
give you mercy before the man, that he may send 
away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be 
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. 

Note. — However little we ourselves may be able to do 
for the protection of those we love, we can go on 
their behalf to a gracious God, who can protect and 
help them. 



Jacob for a blessing on Joseph and Joseph } s two sons. 

Answered. 

Genesis xlviii. — 15 And he blessed Joseph, and 
said, God, before whom my fathers AbraAxoceL «&&. 



24 god's own testimony to prayer. 

Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long 
unto this day. 16 The Angel which redeemed me 
from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be 
named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac ; and let them grow into a multitude in the 
midst of the earth. 

Note. — When asking God to be the God of our children, 
it is great encouragement when we can speak of him 
as our own God, and the God of our fathers. 



EXODUS. 

The Israelites because of their bondage in Egypt. Heard 

and answered in due season. 

Exodus ii. — 23 And it came to pass in process of 
time, that the king of Egypt died : and the children 
of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they 
cried : and their cry came up unto God, by reason of 
the bondage. 24 And God heard their groaning, and 
God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 And God looked upon 
the children of Israel, and God had respect unto 
them. 

Note. — We may expect help from God when we are 
led to begin in earnest to cry to him. Nothing is 
previously said of Israel applying to God in their 
trouble. Now when they did cry to him, Go d heard 
— God remembered his covenant — God looked on them 
— God had respect unto them. 
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Moses. Answered immediately. 

Exodus v. — 22 And Moses returned unto the Lord, 
and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil-entreated 
this people 1 why is it that thou hast sent me ? 23 
For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, 
he hath done evil to this people ; neither hast thou 
delivered thy people at all. 

Chapter vi. — Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now 
shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh : for with 
a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong 
hand shall he drive them out of his land. 

Note. — When we are disappointed in our expectations 
whilst we are trying to do God's bidding, we should 
not give up God and his commands, but go to God 
and spread the matter before him, asking him anew 
what he would have us to do. 



Moses. Answered immediately. 

Exodus vi. — 10 And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying, 11 Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, that he let the children of Israel go out of his 
land. 12 And Moses spake before the Lord, saying, 
Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto 
me ; how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of 
uncircumcised lips? 13 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses and'unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto 
the children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt. 

Note. — Our difficulties and objections from a sense of 
weakness and unworthiness should be silenced and 
set aside by God's commands. It ia n<& Vhku&&3 
but rebellion to reply against God. 
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Moses for the removal of the plague of frogs. Answered 

immediately. 

Exodus viii. — 8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron, and said, Entreat the Lord, that he may take 
away the frogs from me, and from my people ; and 
I will let the people go, that they may do sacrifice 
unto the Lord. 9 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, 
Glory over me ; when shall I entreat for thee, and for 
thy servants, and for thy people, to destroy the frogs 
from thee and thy houses, that they may remain in 
the river only? 10 And he said, To-morrow. And 
he said, Be it according to thy word : that thou 
mayest know that there is none like unto the Lord 
our God. 11 And the frogs shall depart from thee, 
and from thy houses, and from thy servants, and from 
thy people ; they shall remain in the river only. 12 
And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh ; and 
Moses cried unto the Lord because of the frogs which 
he had brought against Pharaoh. 13 And the Lord 
did according to the word of Moses ; and the frogs 
died out of the houses, out of the villages, and out of 
the fields. 

Note.— Even ungodly men do often, in their day of 
trouble, acknowledge God, and prayer as a power 
with God — how much more ought God's children to 
do so I 



Moses for the removal of the plague of flies. Answered 

immediately. 

Exodus viii. — 29 And Moses said, Behold, I go out 
from thee, and I will entreat the Lord that the 
swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his 
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servants, and from his people, to-morrow: but let 
not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more in not letting 
the people go to sacrifice to the Lord. 30 And 
Moses went out from Pharaoh, and entreated the 
Lord. 31 And the Lord did according to the word 
of Moses : and he removed the swarms of flies from 
Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people : 
there remained not one. 32 And Pharaoh hardened 
his heart at this time also, neither would he let the 
people go. 

Note. — God often plainly answers the prayers of his 
servants, even when they pray for their enemies and 
his, so that the wicked are left without excuse in 
their unbelief. 



Moses for the removal of the thunders and hail. 

Answered immediately. 

Exodus ix. — 27 And Pharaoh sent, and called for 
Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have sinned 
this time : the Lord is righteous, and I and my 
people are wicked. 28 Entreat the Lord (for it is 
enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings 
and hail ; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no 
longer. 29 And Moses said unto him, As soon as I 
am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my 
hands unto the Lord ; and the thunder shall cease, 
neither shall there be any more hail; that thou 
mayst know how that the earth is the Lord's. 30 
But as for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will 
not yet fear the Lord God. 

33 And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, 
and spread abroad his hands unto the Lord > %sA\X& 
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thunders and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured 
upon the earth. 34 And when Pharaoh saw that the 
rain, and the hail, and the thunders, were ceased, he 
sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his 
servants. 35 And the heart of Pharaoh was har- 
dened, neither would he let the children of Israel go ; 
as the Lord had spoken by Moses. 

Note. — There may be the language of penitence where 
there is no real penitence. Many have, in their 
terror, betaken themselves to God, who have straight- 
way laughed at their terrors and prayers, when the 
danger seemed to be over. How careful should we 
be to deal truly and honestly with God in our 
prayers to him ! 



Moses for the removal of the plague of locusts. Answered 

immediately. 

Exodus x. — 16 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron in haste ; and he said, I have sinned against 
the Lord your God, and against you. 17 Now there- 
fore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and 
entreat the Lord your God, that he may take away 
from me this death only. 18 And he went out from 
Pharaoh, and entreated the Lord. 19 And the Lord 
turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away 
the locusts, and cast them into the Red Sea ; there 
remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt. 
20 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that 
he would not let the children of Israel go. 

Note. — We may not refuse to pray even for the un- 
godly who do not pray for themselves, especially if 
they ask us to do so ; for the Lord, as in this 
instance, has answered many such prayers. 
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Israel at the Bed Sea. Answered forthwith. 

Exodus xiv. — 10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the 
children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, 
the Egyptians marched after them; and they were 
sore afraid : and the children of Israel cried out unto 
the Lord. 11 And they said unto Moses, Because 
there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us 
away to die in the wilderness ? wherefore hast thou 
dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt 1 
12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, 
saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians ? 
For it. had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
than that we should die in the wilderness. 

13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which 
he will shew to you to-day : for the Egyptians whom 
ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more 
for ever. 1 4 The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall 
hold your peace. 

Note. — When men are hard pressed with fears and 
dangers, they themselves cry unto the Lord ; they 
do not wait for the prayers of others. The Israelites 
at the Red Sea, with the Egyptians behind and the 
sea before, did not wait for Moses' prayer, but 
themselves cried unto the Lord. Though their 
chiding Moses implied unbelief and rebellion against 
the Lord, yet the Lord bore with them, and answered 
them not in judgment but in mercy. 



Moses at the Red Sea. Answered immediately. 
Exodus xiv. — 15 And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Wherefore criest thou unto me ? speak unto the child- 
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ren of Israel, that they go forward : 16 but lift thou 
up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, 
and divide it ; and the children of Israel shall go on 
dry ground through the midst of the sea. 1 7 And I, 
behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and 
they shall follow them : and I will get me honour 
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen. 18 And the 
Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

Note. — It is not enough that we pray : we must also 
act in obedience to God's commands. 



Moses at Marah. Answered immediately. 

Exodus xv. — 23 And when they came to Marah, 
they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they 
were bitter: therefore the name of it was called 
Marah. 24 And the people murmured against Moses, 
saying, What shall we drink 1 25 And he cried unto 
the Lord ; and the Lord shewed him a tree, which 
when he had cast into the waters, the waters were 
made sweet. 

Note. — We may often seem to be shut out from other 
refuges, but can never be shut out from the Lord. 
Happy they, who, like Moses, go to the Lord in 
every trouble. 



Moses at Massah and Meribah. Answered immediately. 

Exodus xvii. — 1 And all the congregation of the 
children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of 
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Sin, after their journeys, according to the command- 
ment of the Lord, and pitched in Rephidim : and 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Where- 
fore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give 
us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto 
them, Why chide ye with me ? wherefore do ye tempt 
the Lord % 3 And the people thirsted there for water ; 
and the people murmured against Moses, and said, 
Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out 
of Egypt, to kill us, and our children, and our cattle, 
with thirst ? 4 And Moses cried unto the Lord, say- 
ing, What shall I do unto this people 1 they be almost 
ready to stone me. 5 And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Go on before the people, and take with thee of the 
elders of Israel ; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest 
the river, take in thine hand, and go. 6 Behold, I 
will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb : 
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come 
water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses 
did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he 
called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, 
because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and 
because they tempted the Lord, saying, Is the Lord 
among us or not. 

Note. — When men are unreasonable and unjust in their 
demands on us, it is our privilege to carry the matter 
to the Lord and spread it before him. 



Moses at Rephidim. Answered immediately. 

Exodus xvii. — 8 Then came Amalek, and fought 
with Israel in Eephidim. 9 And Moses said unto 
Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with 
Amalek ; to-morrow I will stand on i\ie \»o\> oi \\vs> 
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hill, with the rod of God in mine hand. 10 So Joshua 
did as Moses had said to him, and fought with 
Amalek : and Moses, Aaron, and Hur, went up to the 
top of the hill. 11 And it came to pass, when Moses 
held up his hand, that Israel prevailed : and when he 
let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' 
hands were heavy : and they took a stone, and put it 
under him, and he sat thereon : and Aaron and Hur 
stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the 
other on the other side : and his hands were steady 
until the going down of the sun. 13 And Joshua dis- 
comfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the 
sword. 

Note. — Prayer in a just war is much to be had recourse 
to, and to be persevered in despite of reverses, and 
weariness, and discouragements. 



Moses for the people's sin about the golden calf. 

Answered immediately. 

Exodus xxxii. — 7 And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Go, get thee down: for thy people, which thou 
broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 
themselves : 8 they have turned aside quickly out of 
the way which I commanded them : they have made 
them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have 
sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, 
Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. 9 And the Lord said unto Moses, I have 
seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiff-necked 
people : 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may 
consume them : and I will make of thee a great 
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nation. 1 1 And Moses besought the Lord his God, 
and said, Lord, why doth thy wrath wax hot against 
thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty 
hand ? 12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, 
and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay 
them in the mountains, and to consume them from 
the face of the earth ? Turn from thy fierce wrath, 
and repent of this evil against thy people. 13 
Eemember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, 
to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst 
unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of 
heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will 
I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it 
for ever. 14 And the Lord repented of the evil 
which he thought to do unto his people. 

Note. — Moses, with holy familiarity, fills his mouth 
with arguments. God, in his infinite condescension, 
permits his people to state their reasons when plead- 
ing with him, to set in array before him all their 
pleas ; and this to show their intelligence and earnest- 
ness, both as to their own wants, and as here, as to 
what pertains to God's glory. It is a mighty plea 
when we can truly tell God in prayer that what we 
ask, is, we humbly believe, fitted to promote his 
glory. 



Moses 9 second 'prayer for the people's sin. Answered 

immediately. 

Exodus xxxii. — 30 And it came to pass on the 
morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye have 
sinned a great sin : and now I will go up unto the 

Lord : peradventure I will make an atonement for 

C 
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your sin. 31 And Moses returned urfto the Lord, 
and said, Oh ! this people have sinned a great sin, 
and have made them gods of gold ! 32 Yet now, if 
thou wilt forgive their sin — ; and if not, blot me, I 
pray thee, out of thy book, which thou hast written. 

33 And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath 
sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. 

34 Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place 
of which I have spoken unto< thee. Behold, mine 
Angel shall go before thee : nevertheless, in the day 
when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them. 35 And 
the Lord plagued the people, because they made the 
calf which Aaron made. 

Note. — We should never despair of * pardon for our- 
selves or others, how great soever we may deem 
the sin to be. Yet pardon of each and all sin must 
be wholly of the grace and mercy of God, for no man 
can, by any means, redeem his brother. Moses' pro- 
posal to suffer for, or along with, his guilty country- 
men was not accepted. In this our Lord Jesus Christ 
was greater than Moses ; but he was at his own dis- 
posal, which Moses was not. 



Moses? prayer that the Lortfs presence might go with him 
and the Israelites. Answered immediately. 

Exodus xxxiii. 12 And Moses said unto the Lord, 
See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people ; and 
thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send 
with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, 
and thou hast also found grace in my sight. 13 Now, 
therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy 
sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, 
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that I may find grace in thy sight : and consider that 
this nation is thy people. 14 And he said, My pre- 
sence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 

Note. — It is well to fill our prayers with arguments 
taken from God's Word and promises. 



Moses' prayer for the Lortfs presence with the people. 
Answered immediately. 

Exodus xxxiii. — 15 And he said unto him, If thy 
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. 16 
For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy 
people have found grace in thy sight ? is it not in 
that thou goest with us 1 so shall we be separated, I 
and thy people, from all the people that are upon the 
face of the earth. 17 And the Lord said unto Moses, 
I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken : for 
thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee 
by name. 

Note. — Encouraged by a promise of personal blessings, 
Moses asks a blessing for his people, and gets the 
promise of it — Such is the power of prayer. Let us 
ask for others as well as ourselves. 



Moses' prayer to be shown the glory of the Lord. 
Answered forthwith. 

Exodus xxxiii— 18 And he said, I beseech thee, 
shew me thy glory. 19 And he said, I will make all 
my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the 
name of the Lord before thee ; and will be gracious 
to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on 
whom I will shew mercy. 20 And he said thou ckc&\» 
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not see my face : for there shall no man see me and 
live. 21 And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place 
by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock : 22 and it 
shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I 
will put thee in a' clift of the rock, and will cover thee 
with my hand while I pass by : 23 And I will take 
away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts ; 
but my face shall not be seen. 

Exodus xxxiv. — 1 And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first ; and 
I will write upon these tables the words that were in 
the first tables, which thou brakest. 2 And be ready 
in the morning, and come up in the morning unto 
mount Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the 
top of the mount. 3 And no man shall come up with 
thee, neither let any man be seen throughout all the 
mount ; neither let the flocks nor herds feed before 
that mount. 

4 And he hewed two tables of stone, like unto the 
first : and Moses rose up early in the morning, and 
went up unto mount Sinai, as the Lord had com- 
manded him, and took in his hand the two tables of 
stone. 5 And the Lord descended in the cloud, and 
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of 
the Lord. 6 And the Lord passed by before him, 
and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in good- 
ness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiv- 
ing iniquity, and transgression, and sin, and that will 
by no means clear the guilty ; visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's 
children, unto the third and fourth generation. 
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Note.— Those who have seen and known much of God, 
above all others desire to see and know more. No 
one had ever seen or known more of the glory of the 
Lord than Moses. Yet now, emboldened by God's 
gracious and loving answers to his prayers just vouch- 
safed, he asks discoveries of Jehovah's glory to be 
made to him beyond everything of the past. Yes ; 
this is eternal life to know thee the only True God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. (Johnxvii. 3.) 

Note. — The glory of the Lord is His name — His nature 
and attributes here proclaimed, "The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful, &c. M — This was the glory of the 
Lord, far beyond all material brightness, or manifes- 
tation by works created or done. 



Moses 1 repeated prayer for the LoroVs presence. Answered 

immediately. 

Exodus xxxiv. — 8 And Moses made haste, and 
bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped. 
9 And he said, If now I have found grace in thy 
sight, Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us, 
(for it is a stiff-necked people,) and pardon our iniquity 
and our sin, and take us for thine inheritance. 

10 And he said, Behold, I make a covenant : before 
all thy people I will do marvels, such as have not been 
done in all the earth, nor in any nation : and all the 
people among which thou art shall see the work of 
the Lord : for it is a terrible thing that I will do with 
thee. 

Note. — Increased knowledge of God should give in- 
creased encouragement to pray to Him. And pro- 
mises of pardon should not only be a ground of faith, 
but also set us on prayer to get a clearing of our 
sense of pardon. 
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NUMBERS. 

Moses at Taberah. Answered immediately. 

Numbers xi. — 1 And when the people complained, 
it displeased the Lord : and the Lord heard it; and His 
anger was kindled ; and the fire of the Lord burnt 
among them, and consumed them that were in the 
uttermost parts of the camp. 2 And the people cried 
unto Moses ; and when Moses prayed unto the Lord, 
the fire was quenched. 3 And he called the name of 
the place Taberah: because the fire of the Lord 
burnt. 

Note. — Whilst God is angry because of sin, he is ready 
to listen to prayer on behalf of sinners. When poor 
sinners ask our prayers, let us always be ready to 
entreat the Lord on their behalf. 



Moses at the sending of the quails. Answered immediately. 

Numbers xi. — 10 Then Moses heard the people 
weep throughout their families, every man in the 
door of his tent : and the anger of the Lord was 
kindled greatly ; Moses also was displeased. 1 1 And 
Moses said unto the Lord, Wherefore hast thou 
afflicted thy servant ] and wherefore have I not found 
favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of 
all this people upon me ] 12 Havel conceived all this 
people ? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest 
say unto me, Garry them in thy bosom (as a nursing- 
father beareth the sucking child) unto the land which 
thou swarest unto their fathers % 13 Whence should 
I have flesh to give unto all this people ] for they 
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weep unto me, saying, give us flesh that we may eat. 
141 am not able to bear all this people alone, because 
it is too heavy for me. 15 And if thou deal thus with 
me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found 
favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness. 

16 And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me 
seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou 
knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers 
over them ; and bring them unto the Tabernacle of 
the congregation, that they may stand there with thee. 
17 And I will come down and talk with thee there : 
and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and 
will put it upon them ; and they shall bear the burden 
of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself 
alone. 18 And say thou unto the people, Sanctify 
yourselves against to-morrow, and ye shall eat flesh : 
(for ye have wept in the ears of the Lord, saying, Who 
shall give us flesh to eat 1 for it was well with us in 
Egypt :) therefore the Lord will give you flesh, and 
ye shall eat. 19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor two 
days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days : 
20 but even a whole month, until it come out at your 
nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you : because that 
ye have despised the Lord which is among you, and 
have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth 
out of Egypt ] 

21 And Moses said, The people among whom I am, 
are six hundred thousand foot-men ; and thou hast 
said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat a 
whole month. 22 Shall the flocks and the herds be slain 
for them, to suffice them? or shall all the fish of the 
sea be gathered together for them to suffice them % 
23 And the Lord said unto Moses, Is tta LiQY<X&\kaxA 
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waxed short 1 thou shalt see now whether my word 
shall come to pass unto thee or not. 

24 And Moses went out, and told the people the 
words of the Lord, and gathered the seventy men of 
the elders of the people, and set them round about 
the tabernacle. 25 And the Lord came down in a 
cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit 
that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy 
elders : and it came to pass, that, when the spirit 
rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease. 

31 And there went forth a wind from the Lord, 
and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by 
the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and 
as it were a day's journey on the other side, round about 
the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face 
of the earth. 32 And the people stood up all that day 
and all that night, and all the next day, and they 
gathered the quails : he that gathered least gathered 
ten homers : and they spread them all abroad for 
themselves round about the camp. 33 And while 
the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was 
chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled against 
the people ; and the Lord smote the people with a 
very great plague. 34 And he called the name of 
that place Kibroth-hattaavah : because there they 
buried the people that lusted. 

Note. — In this prayer of Moses we find him thinking 
too much about himself, and too little about God. 
As is often the case, God far exceeded the expecta- 
tions and prayers of his servant, doubtless to his 
surprise and wonder. The people receiving to the 
full what they desired was their punishment. So it 
will be when we do not submit our desires to the 
will oi God. 
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Moses for Miriam* s healing. Answered immediately. 

Numbers xii. — 9 And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against them ; and he departed. 

10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle ; 
and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow : 
and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was 
leprous. 11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas ! my 
lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein 
we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. 
12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is 
half consumed when he cometh out of his mothers' 
womb. 13 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, 
Heal her now, God, I beseech thee. 

14 And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father 

had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed 

seven days 1 let her be shut out from the camp seven 

days, and after that let her be received in again. 15 

And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days : 

and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought 

in again. 

* 
Note. — We should be taught and encouraged by this 

incident to pray for those who despitefully use us. 



Moses for the people murmuring at the spies* report. 

Answered immediately. 

Numbers xiv. — 1 1 And the Lord said unto Moses, 
How long will this people provoke me ] and how long 
will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which 
I have shewed among them 1 12 1 will smite theia 



42 god's own testimony to prayer. 

with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will 
make of thee a greater nation and a mightier than they. 
13 And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the 
Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou broughtest up this 
people in thy might from among them,) 14 and they 
will tell it to the inhabitants of this land : for they 
have heard that thou, Lord, art among this people ; 
that thou, Lord, art seen face to face ; and thy cloud 
standeth over them ; and that thou goest before them, 
by day-time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of 
fire by night. 15 Now, if thou shalt kill all this 
people as one man, then the nations, whiqh have 
heard the fame of thee, will speak, saying, 16 because 
the Lord was not able to bring this people into the 
land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath 
slain them in the wilderness. 17 And now, I beseech 
thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according 
as thou hast spoken, saying, 18 The Lord is long- 
suffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty ; 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation. 19 Pardon, I 
beseech thee, the iniquity of this people, according 
unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast 
forgiven this people from Egypt, even until now. 
20 And the Lord said, I have pardoned, according to 
thy word : 21 but as truly as I live, all the earth shall 
be filled with the glory of the Lord. 

Note. — How earnestly and importunately Moses here 
reasons the matter with the Lord, and the Lord is 
not only not offended, but is well pleased, and grants 
his prayer ! The honour and glory of God are 
Aiways a plea that may be strongly urged in our 



THE PRAYERS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 43 

prayers, as Moses does it here. All: that God does is 
for his own glory, whether he spares or punishes. 



Moses regarding Korah. Answered forthwith. 

Numbers xvi. — 15 And Moses was very wroth, and 
said unto the Lord, Respect not thou their offering : 
I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I 
hurt one of them. 

Note. — It is well, when in a controversy, we can, with a 
clear conscience, seek to engage God on our side. 



Moses and Aaron for the congregation. Answered 

immediately. 

Numbers xvi. — 19 And Korah gathered all the 
congregation against them unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation : and the glory of the • 
Lord appeared unto all the congregation. 20 And 
the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 
21 separate yourselves from among this congregation, 
that I may consume them in a moment. 22 And 
they fell upon their faces, and said, God, the God 
of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt 
thou be wroth with all the congregation ? 

Note. — There be those who would separate themselves 
from us, from whom we may not separate ourselves, 
but continue to seek their good by prayer and acts 
of kindness. 



Israel regarding king Arad. Answered immediately. 
Numbers xxi. — And when king Arad the Canaanite, 
which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Is>ia&\ rao& 
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by the way of the spies, then he fought against Israel, 
and took some of them prisoners. 2 And Israel 
vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If thou wilt 
indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will 
utterly destroy their cities. 3 And the Lord heark- 
ened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the 
Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and 
their cities : and he called the name of the place 
Hormah. 

• 

Note, — We ought not to be discouraged or be set 
a-mur muring, when trials or losses in things tem- 
poral or spiritual come upon us; but they should 
make us feel and own, like the Israelites, our weak- 
ness, and send us to God in prayer for help and 
deliverance. And we should resolve that what we 
get in answer to our prayers, should be employed for 
the glory of God. 



Moses regarding the fiery serpents. Answered immediately. 

Numbers xxi. — 6 And the Lord sent fiery serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people ; and much 
people of Israel died. 

7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, 
We have sinned; for we have spoken against the 
Lord, and against thee : pray unto the Lord, that he 
take away the serpents" from us. And Moses prayed 
for the people. 8 And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole : 
and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten 
when he looketh upon it, shall live. 9 And Moses 
made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it 
came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 
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Note. — The people murmured against Moses, and 
Moses prayed for the people. This was being like- 
minded with the Lord, who, when he had brought 
the people to a sense of their sin in murmuring 
against him, straightway, in answer to Moses 1 prayer, 
sent them healing and deliverance. 

How placable God is towards the convinced, hum- 
bled sinner who thinks that he is perishing ! How 
simple and effectual the remedy provided ! A 
believing look at Christ on the cross, and there is 
healing and life. 



Moses for a successor. Answered immediately. 

Numbers xxvii. — 15 And Moses spake unto the 
Lord, saying, 16 Let the Lord, the God of the spirits 
of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, 1 7 which 
may go out before them, and which may go in before 
them, and which may lead them out, and which may 
bring them in ; that the congregation of the Lord be 
not as sheep which have no shepherd. 

18 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take fliee Joshua 
the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and 
lay thine hand upon him ; 19 And set him before 
Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation ; 
and give him a charge in their sight. 20 And thou 
shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that all the 
congregation of the children of Israel may be obedi- 
ent. 21 And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, 
who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of 
Urim before the Lord : at his word shall they go out, 
and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all 
the children of Israel with him, even all the congre- 
gation. 22 And Moses did as the Lord commanded 



46 god's own testimony to prayer. 

him : and he took Joshua, and set him before Eleazar 
the priest, and before all the congregation. 23 And 
he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge ; 
as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses. 

Note. — God approves of a prudent care for the right 
ordering of matters in which we are concerned, after 
we have been removed from this world by death. And 
in trying to make arrangements for the future, we 
should spread all the matters in prayer before God, 
and ask direction from him. 



DEUTERONOMY. 

The Israelites excluded from Canaan. Befvsed. 

Deuteronomy i. — 41 Then ye answered and said unto 
me, We have sinned against the Lord, we will go up 
and fight, according to all that the Lord our God 
commanded us. And when ye had girded on every 
man his weapons of war, ye were ready to go up into 
the hill. 42 And the Lord said unto me, Say unto 
them, Go not up, neither fight ; for I am not among 
you ; lest ye be smitten before your enemies. 43 So 
I spake unto you ; and ye would not hear, but re- 
belled against the commandment of the Lord, and 
went presumptuously up into the hill. 44 And the 
Amorites, which dwelt in that mountain, came out 
against you, and chased you, as bees do, and de- 
stroyed you in Seir, even unto Hormah. 45 And ye 
returned, and wept before the Lord ; but the Lord 
would not hearken to your voice, nor give ear unto 
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you. 46 So ye abode in Kadesh many days, accord- 
ing unto the days that ye abode there. 

Deuteronomy ii. — 14 And the space in which we 
came from Kadesh-barnea, until we were come over 
the brook Zered, was thirty and eight years ; until 
all the generation of the men of war were wasted out 
from among the host, as the Lord sware unto them. 
15 For indeed the hand of the Lord was against them, 
to destroy them from among the host, until they were 
consumed. 

Note. — Wayward and self-willed prayer, however 
earnest, will not be regarded by God ; or if in any 
measure granted, it will be for the punishment of 
those who so wilfully importune God. 



Moses for leave to enter Canaan. Refused. 

Deuteronomy iii. — 23 And I besought the Lord at 
that time, saying, 24 Lord God, thou hast begun 
to shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy mighty 
hand : for what God is there in heaven or in earth 
that can do according to thy works, and according to 
thy might ] 25 I pray thee, let me go over and see 
the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly 
mountain, and Lebanon. 26 But the Lord was wroth 
with me for your sakes, and would not hear me : and 
the Lord said unto me, Let it suffice thee ; speak no 
more unto me of this matter. 27 Get thee up into 
the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, 
and northward, and southward, arid eastward, and 
behold it with thine eyes : for thou shalt not go over 
this Jordan. 
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Note. — There be some blessings that God's people by 
their sins forfeit beyond recal, and the loss of which 
causes them much sorrow. But a gracious loving 
God makes up the loss by giving them better things. 



Moses when the Israelites made the golden calf. Answered 

immediately. 

Deuteronomy ix. — 17 And I took the two tables, and 
cast them out of my two hands, and brake them 
before your eyes. 18 And I fell down before the 
Lord, as at the first, forty days and forty nights : I 
did neither eat bread nor drink water, because of all , 
your sins, which ye sinned, in doing wickedly in the 
sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. 19 (For 
I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure where- 
with the Lord was wroth against you to destroy you). 
But the Lord hearkened unto me at that time also. 

Note. — Moses combined tender compassion for the 
offending Israelites, with a keen sense of what was 
due to the honour and glory of God. Let the same 
mind be in us. 



Moses for Aaron. Answered immediately. 

Deuteronomy ix. — 20 And the Lord was very angry 
with Aaron to have destroyed him : and I prayed for 
Aaron also the same time. 

Note. — We are permitted to pray for those even with, 
whom the Lord is very angry ! 



Moses for the Israelites. Answered. 

Deuteronomy ix. — 24 Ye have been rebellious against 
the Lord from the day that I knew you. 25 Thus I 
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fell down before the Lord forty days and forty nights, 
as 1 fell down at the first ; because the Lord had said 
he would destroy you. 26 I prayed therefore unto 
the Lord and said, Lord God, destroy not thy 
people, and thine inheritance, which thou hast re- 
deemed through thy greatness, which thou hast 
brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 27 
Remember thy servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; 
look not unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to 
their wickedness, nor to their sin ; 28 Lest the land 
whence thou broughtest us out say, Because the Lord 
was not able to bring them into the land which he 
promised them, and because he hated them, he hath 
brought them out to slay them in the wilderness. 29 
Yet they are thy people, and thine inheritance, which 
thou broughtest out by thy mighty power, and by 
thy stretched-out arm. 

Note. — Little do the ungodly think how much they are 
indebted to the prayers of God's children, — the un- 
godly nation, community, family, individual! What 
would have become of the Israelites, but for the 
prayers of Moses ! 



, Moses for the Israelites. Answered. 

Deuteronomy x. — 10 And I stayed in the mount, 
according to the first time, forty days and forty 
nights ; and the Lord hearkened unto me at that time 
also, and the Lord would not destroy thee. 



The Elders to put away the guilt of blood. Answered* 

Deuteronomy xxi. — 6 And all the elders of that city, 
that are next unto the slain man, shall wash their 
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hands over the heifer that is beheaded in the valley : 
7 And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not 
shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it. 8 Be 
merciful, Lord, unto thy people Israel, whom thou 
hast redeemed, and lay not innocent blood unto thy 
people of Israel's charge. And the blood shall be 
forgiven them. 9 So shalt thou put away the guilt 
of innocent blood from among you, when thou shalt 
do that which is right in the sight of the Lord. 

Note. — Happy they who can appeal to God who know- 
eth all things, that they are guiltless of the crime 
laid to their charge ! Here we have a prayer pre- 
scribed by God, to be used in certain circumstances, 
— proof, surely, of God's approval of prayer. 



Israel at tithing time. Answered. 

Deuteronomy xxvi. — 12 When thou hast made ah 
end of tithing all the tithes of thine increase the third 
year, which is the year of tithing, and* hast given it 
unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the 
widow, that they may eat within thy gates, and be 
filled ; 13 Then thou shalt say before the Lord thy 
God, I have brought away the hallowed things out of 
mine house, and also have given them unto the Levite, 
and unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the- 
widow, according to all thy commandments which 
thou hast commanded me : I have not transgressed 
thy commandments, neither have I forgotten them. 
14 1 have not eaten thereof in my mourningj neither 
have I taken away ought thereof for any unclean use, 
nor given ought thereof for the dead : but I have 
hearkened to the voice of the Lord my God, and have 
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done according to all that thou hast commanded me. 
15 Look down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, 
and bless thy people Israel, and the land which thou 
hast given us, as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land 
that floweth with milk' and honey. 

Note. — Let us study so to perform all commanded duty 
as to be able to appeal to God that we desired and 
endeavoured to do every thing in accordance with 
his will. 



Jacob for his son Judah. Answered, 

Deuteronomy xxxiii. — 7 And this is the blessing of 
Judah : and he said, Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah, 
and bring him unto his people: let his hands be 
sufficient for him ; and be thou an help to him from 
his enemies. 



Jacob for his son Levi. 

Deuteronomy xxxiii. — 8 And of Levi he said, Let 
thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, 
whom thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom 
thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah ; 9 who 
said unto his father, and to his mother, I have not 
seen him : neither did he acknowledge his brethren, 
nor knew his own children : for they have observed 
thy word, and kept thy covenant. 10 They shall 
teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy law : they 
shall put incense before thee, and whole burnt-sacrifice 
upon thine altar. 11 Bless, Lord, his substance, and 
accept the work of his hands : smite through the loin 
of them that rise against him, and of them that hate 
him, that they rise not again. 
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JOSHUA. 

Joshua at Jericho, Answered immediately. 

Joshua v. — 13 And it came to pass, when Joshua 
was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and, behold, there stood a man over against him, with 
his sword drawn in his hand : and Joshua went unto 
him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our 
adversaries ? 14 And he said, Nay ; but as captain 
of the host of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua 
fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said 
unto him, What saith my Lord unto his servant? 
15 And the captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, 
Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 

Joshua vi. — 2 And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, 
I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king 
thereof, and the mighty men of valour. 3 And ye 
shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round 
about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 
4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven 
trumpets of rams' horns; and the seventh day ye 
shall compass the city seven times, and the priests 
shall blow with the trumpets. 5 And it shall come 
to pass, that when they make a long blast with the 
rams' horn, and when ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout ; 
and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the 
people shall ascend up, every man straight before him. 

Note. — The greatest boldness and courage in duty to- 
wards man are perfectly compatible with the deepest 
humility towards God, and submission to his com- 



THE PRAYERS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 53 

mandments. Joshua had no fear of his visitant whilst 
he thought him a man or angel ; he was all humility 
and adoring submission as soon as he perceived him 
to be a divine Being. 



Joshua in regard to Achan's trespass. Answered 

immediately. 

Joshua vii. — 6 And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell 
to the earth upon his face before the ark of the Lord 
until the even-tide, he and the elders of Israel, and 
put dust upon their heads. 7 And Joshua said, Alas, 
Lord God, wherefore hast thou at all brought this 
people over Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of 
the Amorites, to destroy us ? would to God we had 
been content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan ! 
8 Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their 
backs before their enemies ? 9 For the Canaanites, 
and all the inhabitants of the land, shall hear of it, 
and shall environ us round, and cut off our name from 
the earth: and what wilt thou do unto thy great 
name) 

10 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up ; 
wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face 1 1 1 Israel hath 
sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them : for they have even taken 
of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dis- 
sembled also, and they have put it even among their 
own stuff. 12 Therefore the children of Israel could 
not stand before their enemies, but turned their 
backs before their enemies, because they were 
accursed ; neither will I be with you any more, ex- 
cept ye destroy the accursed from among you. 13 U^ 
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sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves 
against to-morrow : for thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, 
Israel : thou canst not stand before thine enemies, 
until ye take away the accursed thing from among 
you. 14 In the morning therefore ye shall be brought 
according to your tribes ; and it shall be, that the 
tribe which the Lord taketh shall come according to 
the families thereof : and the family which the Lord 
shall take shall come by households ; and the house- 
hold which the Lord shall take shall come man by 
man. 15 And it shall be, that he that is taken with 
the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all 
that he hath : because he hath transgressed the 
covenant of the Lord, and because he hath wrought 
folly in Israel. 

Note. — 1. Princes or governors, as such, are to be con- 
cerned as to how matters stand between God and 
their subjects. 2. Whilst filling our mouths, in 
prayer, with arguments derived from God's revealed 
will, from his word, or promises, or providences 
towards ourselves or others, let us guard against dis- 
trust or murmuring because we find God appearing 
to do otherwise than we counted he would do. He 
will fulfil his promises and bring to pass his purpose 
in his own time and way. 



Joshua that the sun and moon might not go down. 

Answered immediately, 

Joshua x. — 12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord, in 
the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites 
before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight 
of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon : and thou 
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Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 13 And the sun stood 
still, and the moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is npt this 
written in the book of Jasher ? So the sun stood still 
in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down 
about a whole day. 14 And there was no day like 
that before it, or after it, that the Lord hearkened 
unto the voice of a man : for the Lord fought for 
Israel. 

Note. — We have to do with the fact of a miracle, no 

with explaining how it was brought about : — 

" Admit a God— -that mystery supreme ! 
That cause uncaused ! all other wonders cease : 
Nothing is marvellous for him to do." 

Young's Night Thoughts, Night 7. 



JUDGES. 

As to who should first fight with the Canaanites. 

Answered immediately. 

Judges i. — 1 Now, after the death of Joshua, it 
came to pass, that the children of Israel asked the 
Lord, saying, Who shall go up for us against the 
Canaanites first, to fight against them ? 2 And the 
Lord said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered 
the land into his hand. 

Note. — In everything, and especially in all plainly 
important matters, we should by prayer ask counsel 
and direction from God ; and though now we are not 
to expect such an open, plain answer as was given 
to the Israelites, we are sure that our heavenly 
Father will not then leave us to wander and work 
under the direction of our own wayward will. 
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Israel against Chushan-rishathaim. Answered 

immediately. 
Judges iii. — 8 Therefore the anger of the Lord was 
hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of 
Chushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia : and the 
children of Israel served Chushan-rishathaim eight 
years. 9 And when the children of Israel cried 
unto the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer to the 
children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel 
the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 10 And 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged 
Israel, and went out to war : and the Lord delivered 
Chushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his 
hand ; and his hand prevailed against Chushan- 
rishathaim. 11 And the land had rest forty years ; 
and Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 

Note. — When men are in distress they cry unto the 
Lord ; their prayers are real then. And though 
their distress has been caused by their sin, so full 
is the Lord of compassion and love that he does not 
refuse to hear the prayer, the cry, that their distress 
forces from them. 



Israel under the oppressions of Moab. Answered 

forthwith. 

Judges iii. — 14 So the children of Israel served 
Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. 15 But when 
the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, the Lord 
raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a 
Benjamite, a man left-handed : and by him the 
children of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king 
of Moab. 
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Note, — Another instance of the cry caused by distresses 
brought on by an, being regarded by a compas- 
sionate God. How can any one thus heard and 
delivered go back to his sins? 



Israel regarding the Midianites. Answered forthwith. 

Judges vi.— 6 And Israel was greatly impoverished 
because of the Midianites ; and the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lord. 

7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lord because of the Midianites, 8 that 
the Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, 
which said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought 
you forth out of the house of bondage; 9 and I 
delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drave 
them out from before, you, and gave you their land ; 
10 And I said unto you, I am the Lord your God ; 
fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye 
dwell : but ye have not obeyed my voice. 

Note. — Men often, under the presence of affliction, cry 
to the Lord without any conviction or feeling of 
their sinfulness. It is well when God convinces of 
sin before he sends deliverance, as he did in this 
instance. 



Gideon for a sign. Answered immediately. 

Judges vi. — 36 And Gideon said unto God, If thou 
wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, 37 
Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor ; and 
if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon 
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all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt 
save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said. 38 And 
it was so : for he rose up early on the morrow, and 
thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out 
of the fleece, a bowl-full of water. 

Note. — Gideon had faith, but he wanted it confirmed 
and increased. There are few believers but who 
need to pray, Lord, increase our faith ! 



Gideon for another sign. Answered immediately. 

Judges vi. — 39 And Gideon said unto God, Let not 
thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but 
this once : let me prove, I pray thee, but this once 
with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the 
fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. 40 
And God did so that night ; for it was dry upon the 
fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground. 

Note. — It is sometimes hard for even a true believer 
altogether to get above mistrust of God. The hum- 
ble reverent questionings of such believers God is 
not offended with ; and he often graciously answers 
and satisfies them. 



Israel against the Ammonites. Answered. 

Judges x. — 9 Moreover, the children of Amnion 
passed over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and 
against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim ; 
so that Israel was sore distressed. 

10 And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 
saying, We have sinned against thee, both because we 
have forsaken our God, and also served Baalim. 1 1 
And the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Did 
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not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and from the 
Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and from the 
Philistines ? 12 The Zidonians also, and the Amale- 
kites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and ye 
cried to me, and I delivered you out of their hand. 
13 Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods : 
wherefore I will deliver you no more. 14 Go and 
cry unto the gods which ye have chosen ; let them 
deliver you in the time of your tribulation. 

15 And the children of Israel said unto the Lord, 
We have sinned : do thou unto us whatsoever seemeth 
good unto thee ; deliver us only, we pray thee, this 
day. 16 And they put away the strange gods from 
among them, and served the Lord : and his soul was 
grieved for the misery of Israel. 

Note. — God sees through all disguises, and if he sees 
that repentance is not real or not deep, when he 
intends pardon and deliverance, he often takes means 
for making the repentance real or deeper. Judg- 
ment upon his people is his strange work. In the 
midst of deserved wrath he remembers mercy. 



Manoah how to deal with the promised child. Answered 

immediately. 

Judges xiii. — 8 Then Manoah entreated the Lord, 
and said, my Lord, let the man of God which thou 
didst send come again unto us, and teach us what we 
shall do unto the child that shall be born. 9 And 
God hearkened to the voice of Manoah ; and the 
angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat 
in the field : but Manoah her husband was not with 
her. 10 And the woman made haste, and ran, md. 
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shewed her husband, and said unto him, Behold, the 
man hath appeared unto me, that came unto me the 
other day. 11 And Manoah arose, and went after 
his wife, and came to the man, and said unto him, 
Art thou the man that spakest unto the woman 1 
And he said, I am. 12 And Manoah said, Now let 
thy words come to pass : how shall we order the 
child 1 and how shall we do unto him ? 13 And the 
angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, of all that I 
said unto the woman let her beware. 14 She may 
not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine, neither 
let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any 
unclean thing : all that I commanded her let her 
observe. 

Note. — God's people earnestly desire to know God's 
will distinctly, that they may do it. And God will 
some way or other instruct them who truly ask him 
what he would have them to do for his glory. 



Samson athirst. Answered immediately. 

Judges xv. — 18 And he was sore athirst, and called 
on the Lord, and said, Thou hast given this great 
deliverance into the hand of thy servant : and now 
shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the 
uncircumcised ? 19 But God clave an hollow place 
that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout ; 
and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and 
he revived : wherefore he called the name thereof 
En-hakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day. 

Note. — It is a good plea in a believer's prayer that God 
having begun a good work in the soul, should main- 
tain and perfect it for his own glory. 
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Samson for strength. 

Judges xvi. — 28 And Samson called unto the Lord, 
and said, Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, 
and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, 
God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines 
for my two eyes. 29 And Samson took hold of the 
two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and 
on which it was borne up, of the one with his right 
hand, and of the other with his left. 30 And Samson 
said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed 
himself with all his might ; and the house fell upon 
the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. 
So the dead which he slew at his death were more 
than they which he slew in his life. 

Note.-— Verily the Lord pardons his people, but he 
takes vengeance on their inventions. 



The Israelites as to battle with Benjamin. Answered 

immediately. 
Judges xx. — 18 And the children of Israel arose, 
and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel 
of God, and said, Which of us shall go up first to the 
battle against the children of Benjamin ? And the 
Lord said, Judah shall go up first. 



The same — a second time. Answered immediately. 

Judges xx. — 23 (And the children of Israel went 
up and wept before the Lord until even, and asked 
counsel of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up again to 
battle against the children of Benjamin my brother ? 
And the Lord said, Go up against him.) 24 And 
the children of Israel came near against the children 
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of Benjamin the second day. 25 And Benjamin went 
forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, 
and destroyed down to the ground of the children of 
Israel again eighteen thousand men ; all these drew 
the sword. 

Note, — We must beware of attempting to do the lord's 
bidding in our own strength. This was apparently 
the cause of the Israelites' defeat on the two first 
occasions. 



The same — a third time. Answered immediately. 

Judges xx. — 26 Then all the children of Israel, and 
all the people, went up, and came unto the house of 
God, and wept, and sat there before the Lord, and 
fasted that day until even, and offered burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings before the Lord. 27 And the 
children of Israel enquired of the Lord, (for the ark 
of the covenant of God was there in those days ; 28 
And Phineas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, 
stood before it in those days,) saying, Shall I yet 
again go out to battle against the children of Benja- 
min my brother, or shall I cease? And the Lord 
said, Go up ; for to-morrow I will deliver them into 
thine hand. 

Note. — By such instances as this of Israel's prayer and 
actions, God would teach his people that it is not by 
their own might that they can do his work ; that 
whilst they are his willing instruments, his is the 
power that works; see verse 28, " I will deliver them 
into thy hand." 
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Israel regarding Benjamin. 

Judges xxi. — I Now the men of Israel had sworn 
in Mizpeh, saying, There shall not any of us give his 
daughter unto Benjamin to wife. 2 And the people 
came to the house of God, and abode there till even 
before God, and lifted up their voices, and wept sore ; 
3 And said, Lord God of Israel, why is this come 
to pass in Israel, that there should be to-day one 
tribe lacking in Israel ? 4 And it came to pass on 
the morrow, that the people rose early, and built 
there an altar, and offered burnt-offerings and peace- 
offerings. 

Note. — We sometimes rashly aDd in passion say or do 
things that are not easily remedied, and that cause 
us much grief. The Lord give his people patience, 
forbearance, self-denial, and calm self-possession. 



1 SAMUEL. 

Hannah for a son. Answered forthwith. 

1 Samuel i. — 9 So Hannah rose up after they had 
eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk : (now Eli 
the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of 
the Lord :) 10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and 
prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore. 11 And she 
vowed a vow, and said, Lord of hosts, if thou wilt 
indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and 
remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but 
wilt give unto thine handmaid a man-child, then I 
will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, 
and there shall no razor come upon his head. 

12 And it came to pass, as she continued \rca^\w^ 
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before the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth. 13 
Now Hannah, she spake in her heart ; only her lips 
moved, but her voice was not heard : therefore Eli 
thought she had been drunken. 14 And Eli said 
unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken ? put away 
thy wine from thee. 15 And Hannah answered and 
said, No, my lord; I am a woman of sorrowful 
spirit ; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, 
but have poured out my soul before the Lord. 16 
Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial ; 
for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief 
have I spoken hitherto. 17 Then Eli answered and 
said, Go in peace : and the God of Israel grant thee 
thy petition that thou hast asked of him. 18 And 
she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. 
So the woman went her way, and did eat, and her 
countenance was no more sad. 

19 And they rose up in the morning early, and 
worshipped before the Lord, and returned, and came 
to their house to Eamah : and Elkanah knew Hannah, 
his wife ; and the Lord remembered her. 20 Where- 
fore it came to pass when the time was come about, 
after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, 
and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have 
asked him of the Lord. 25 And they slew a bullock, 
and brought the child to Eli. 26 And she said, Oh 
my lord ! as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman 
that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. 27 
For this child T prayed ; and the Lord hath given me 
my petition which I asked of him : 28 therefore also 
I have lent him to the Lord ; as long as he liveth he 
shall be lent to the Lord. And he worshipped the 
Lord there. 
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Note 1. — We are permitted to ask in prayer any par- 
ticular thing on which we may have get our heart, 
provided we do it in entire submission to the will o! 
God. 2. We cannot always pray aloud or openly, 
but we may, in any place or circumstances, pray in 
our hearts, and by such prayers reach the ear of God. 



Hannah's prayer of thanksgiving* 

1 Samuel ii. — 1 And Hannah prayed, and said, My 
heart rejoiceth in the Lord ; mine horn is exalted in 
the Lord ; my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies ; 
because I rejoice in thy salvation. 2 There is none 
holy as the Lord : for there is none besides thee $ 
neither is there any rock like our God. 3 Talk no 
more so exceeding proudly ; let not arrogancy come 
out of your mouth : for the Lord is a God of know- 
ledge, and by him actions are weighed. 4 The bows 
of the mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled 
are girded with strength. 5 They that were full have 
hired out themselves for bread ; and they that were 
hungry ceased : so that the barren hath borne seven ; 
and she that hath many children is waxed feeble. 6 
The Lord killeth, and maketh alive : he bringeth 
down to the grave, and bringeth up. 7 The Lord 
maketh poor, and maketh rich : he bringeth low, and 
lifteth up. 8 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set 
them among princes, and to, make them inherit the 
throne of glory : for the pillars of the earth are the. 
Lord's, and he hath set the world upon them. 9 He 
will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall 
be silent in darkness ; for by strength shall no man 
prevail. 10 The adversaries of the Lord shall ha. 

E 
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broken to pieces ; out of heaven shall he thunder upon 
them : the Lord shall judge the ends of the earth ; 
and he shall give strenght unto his king, and exalt 
the horn of his anointed. 

Note. — We should abound in thanksgiving in prayer, 
and even in thanksgiving prayers— especially when 
we have received answer to previous prayers. 



Samuel for the Israelites. Answered immediately. 

1 Samuel vii. — 3 And Samuel spake unto all the 
house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the Lord 
with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods 
and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your 
hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only ; and he 
will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 
4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim 
and Ashtaroth, and served the Lord only. 5 And 
Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will 
pray for you unto the Lord. 6 And they gathered 
together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it 
out, before the Lord, and fasted on that day, and 
said there, We have sinned against the Lord. And 
Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the Philistines heard that the chil- 
dren of Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the 
lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And 
when the children of Israel heard it, they were afraid 
of the Philistines. 8 And the children of Israel said 
to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God 
for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the 
Philistines. 

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it 
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for a burnt-offering wholly unto the Lord: and 
Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel : and the Lord 
heard him. 10 And as Samuel was offering up the 
burnt-offering, the Philistines drew near to battle 
against Israe.l : but the Lord thundered with a great 
thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and dis- 
comfited them ; and they were smitten before Israel. 
11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and 
pursued the Philistines, and smote them, until they 
came under Beth-car. 12 Then Samuel took a stone, 
and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the 
name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us. 

Note. — Here we have intercessory prayer, and confi- 
dence in it both by him who prayed, and those for 
whom he prayed ; an encouragement to pray for 
others, and to value the prayers of others for us. 



Samuel regarding a king for Israel. Answered 

immediately. 

1 Samuel viii. — 6 But the thing displeased Samuel, 
when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And 
Samuel prayed unto the Lord. 7 And the Lord said 
unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in 
all that they say unto thee ; for they have not rejected 
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not 
reign over them. 8 According to all the works which 
they have done, since the day that I brought them up 
out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have 
forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also 
unto thee. 9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice : 
howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew 
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them the manner of the king that shall reign over 
them. 

10 And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto 
the people that asked of him a king. 

Note. — We most be prepared for God . not viewing 
things in the light in which we present them to him 
in our prayers. 



Samuel a second time regarding the same. Answered 

immediately. 

1 Samuel viii. — 19 Nevertheless the people refused 
to obey the voice of Samuel : and they said, Nay ; but 
we will have a king over us : 20 that we also may be 
like all the nations ; and that our king may judge us, 
and go out before us, and fight our battles. 21 And 
Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he 
rehearsed them in the ears of the Lord. 22 And the 
Lord said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and 
make them a king. 

Note. — What holy reverent familiarity the Lord allows 
of between himself and his people ! 



Samuel for a sign. Answered immediately. 

1 Samuel xii— 15 But if ye will not obey the voice 
of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of 
the Lord : then shall the hand of the Lord be against 
you, as it was against your fathers. 

16 Now therefore stand and see this great thing, 
which the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not 
wheat-harvest to-day % I will call unto the Lord, and 
he shall send thunder and rain ; that ye may perceive 
and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have 
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done in the sight of the Lord, in asking you a king. 
18 So Samuel called unto the Lord ; and the Lord 
sent thunder and rain that day ; and all the people 
greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. 19 And all the 
people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto 
the Lord thy God, that we die not ; for we have 
added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king. 

20 And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: 
(ye have done all this wickedness : yet turn not aside 
from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all 
your heart ; 21 and turn ye not aside : for then should 
ye go after vain things, which cannot profit nor 
deliver ; for they are vain :) 22 for the Lord will not 
forsake his people for his great name's sake ; because 
it hath pleased the Lord to make you his people. 23 
Moreover, as for me, God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you : but I will 
teach you the good and the right way. 24 Only fear 
the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your h«art : 
for consider how great things he hath done for you. 
25 But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be con- 
sumed, both ye and your king. 

Note. — 1. Strange but true, that people sometimes ac- 
knowledge their sin, and yet persevere in it. 2. We 
may be sure that God is displeased with us when we 
break his commandments, even though for the 
present he be giving no open manifestations of his 
displeasure. 



Saul asking counsel. Not answered. 

1 Samuel xiv. — 37 And Saul asked counsel of God, 
Shall I go down after the Philistines? wilt thou 
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deliver them into the hand of Israel? But he 
answered him not that day. 

Note. — When there is no answer to our prayer, we 
should carefully consider the reason why. 



Saul asking a true lot. Answered immediately. 

1 Samuel xiv. — 41 Therefore Saul said unto the 
Lord God of Israel, Give a perfect lot. And Saul and 
Jonathan were taken : but the people escaped. 42 
And Saul said, Cast lots between me and Jonathan 
my son. And Jonathan was taken. 

Note — The answer came to this prayer by the event, N 
not by words or signs ; and it is so that the answer 
comes to the prayer of God's people now. 



Samuel regarding Saul. Answered immediately. 

1 Samuel xv. — 10 Then came the word of the Lord 
untoj Samuel, saying, 11 It repenteth me that I have 
set up Saul to be king : for he is turned back from 
following me, and hath not performed my command- 
ments. And it grieved Samuel ; and he cried unto 
the Lord all night. 

16 Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will 
tell thee what the Lord hath said to me this night. 
And he said unto him, Say on. 

Note— Sin, and the rejection of sinners, is a grief to 
God's children. Samuel spent a whole night in 
prayer for Saul, God was not displeased with this, 
though he did not grant Samuel's requests. 



David regarding the Philistines. Answered immediately. 
1 Samuel xxiii. — 1 Then they told David, saying 
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Behold, the Philistines fight against Keilah, and they 
rob the thrashing-floors. 2 Therefore David enquired 
of the Lord, saying, Shall I go and smite these Phili- 
stines % And the Lord said unto David, Go and smite 
the Philistines, and save Keilah. 

Note. — We should acknowledge God in all our ways, 
remembering the promise that then he will direct 
our paths. 

David a second time about the same. Answered 

immediately. 

1 Samuel xxiii. — 3 And David's men said unto him, 
Behold we be afraid here in Judah : how much more 
then if we come to Keilah against the armies of the 
Philistines? 4 Then David enquired of the Lord 
yet again. And the Lord answered him, and said, 
Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver the 
Philistines into thine hand. 

Note the Lord's patience, — answering a second time 
those who mistrusted his first communication. 



David regarding the men of Keilah. Answered 

immediately. 

1 Samuel xxiii. — 9 And David knew that Saul 
secretly practised mischief against him ; and he said 
to Abiathar the priest, Bring hither the ephod. 10 
Then said David, Lord God of Israel, thy servant 
hath certainly heard that Saul seeketh to come to 
Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. 1 1 Will the 
men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand ? Will Saul 
come down as thy servant hath heard) O Lord 
God of Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And 
the Lord said, He will come down. 12 Then said 
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David, Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my 
men into the hand of Saul 1 And the Lord said, They 
will deliver thee np. 

Note. — God knows us better than we know ourselves. 
The men of Keilah would hardly, before Saul came 
down to them, be entertaining the thought of giving 
up David their deliverer, into the hand of his mortal 
enemy, Saul 



Saul at Qilboa. No answer. 

1 Samuel xxviiL— ~ 4 And the Philistines gathered 
themselves together, and came and pitched inShunem ; 
and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched 
in Gilboa. 5 And when Saul saw the host of the 
Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly 
trembled. 6 And when Saul enquired of the Lord, 
the Lord answered him not, neither by dreams, nor 
by Urim, nor by prophets. 

. Note. — This is one of the very rare instances of no 
answer whatever vouchsafed to prayer, recorded in 
Scripture. It is a refusal, and more than a refusal, 
and shows that there was a great breach between 
the Lord anl Saul. 



David about the bands of Amalek. Answered 

immediately. 

1 Samuel xxx. — 6 And David was greatly dis- 
tressed : for the people spake of stoning him ; because 
the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for 
his sons and for his daughters : but David encouraged 
himself in the Lord his God. 7 And David said to 
Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, I pray thee, 
bring me hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought 
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thither the ephod to David. 8 And David enquired 
at the Lord, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop ? 
Shall I overtake them? And he answered him, 
Pursue; for thou shaJt surely overtake them, and 
without fail recover alL 

Note, — We cannot too often be reminded of the duty 
of asking counsel and direction from God in the 
duties to which we are called, especially when these 
are painful, dangerous, or difficult. 



2 SAMUEL. 



David regarding a dwelling-place. Answered 

immediately. 

2 Samuel ii. — 1 And it came to pass after this, that 
David enquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up 
into any of the cities of Judah % And the Lord said 
unto him, Go up. And David said, Whither shall I 
go up ? And he said, Unto Hebron. 

Note. — We need direction both to duty, and in duty. 
David had been anointed king ; he asks direction as 
to how he shall take possession of the kingdom 
after Saul's death. 



David ashing about battle. Answered immediately. 

2 Samuel v. — 18 The Philistines also came and 
spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim. 19 And 
David enquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up to 
the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine 
hand \ And the Lord said unto David, Go up ; for 
I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine 
hand. 
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David asking about battle. Answered immediately. 

2 Samuel v. — 22 And the Philistines came up yet 
again, and spread themselves in the valley of Re- 
phaim. 23 And when David enquired of the Lord, 
he said, Thou shalt not go up ; but fetch a compass 
behind them, and come upon them over against the 
mulberry-trees. 24 And let it be, when thou nearest 
the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry-trees, 
that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the 
Lord go out before thee, to smite the host of the 
Philistines. And David did so, as the Lord had 
commanded him; and smote the Philistines from 
Geba until thou come to Gazer. 

Note. — In matters for which we are best furnished and 
strongest, let us ask counsel of God, and be desirous 
to be guided by his will. David was a brave and 
skilful warrior, yet asked counsel of God as to his 
battles. 



General prayer by David. No particular answer. 

_ 9 

2 Samuel vii. — 18 Then went king David in, and sat 
before the Lord, and he said, Who am I, O Lord 
God 1 and what is my house, that thou hast brought 
me hitherto) 19 And this was yet a small thing in 
thy sight, O Lord God ; but thou hast spoken also of 
thy servant's house for a great while to come. And 
is this the manner of man, O Lord God 1 20 And 
what can David say more unto thee ? for thou, Lord 
God, knowest thy servant 21 For thy word's sake, 
and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all 
these great things, to make thy servant know them. 
22 Wherefore thou art great, O Lord God : for there 
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is none like thee, neither is there any God beside 
thee, according to all that we have heard with our 
ears. 23 And what one nation in the earth is like 
thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to 
redeem for a people to himself, and to make him a 
name, and to do for you great things and terrible, 
for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeem- 
edst to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their 
gods? 24 For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy 
people Israel to be a people unto thee for ever : and 
thou, Lord, art become their God. 25 And now, 
O Lord God, the word that thou hast spoken con- 
cerning thy servant, and concerning his house, 
establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said. 26 
And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, The 
Lord of hosts is the God over Israel : and let the 
house of thy servant David be established before 
thee. 27 For thou, O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, 
hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee 
an house ; therefore hath thy servant found in his 
heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 28 And now, 
O Lord God, thou art that God, and thy words be 
true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy 
servant : 29 Therefore now let it please thee to bless 
the house of thy servant, that it may continue for 
ever before thee : for thou, O Lord God, hast spoken 
it : and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant 
be blessed for ever. 

Note 1. — This is the only place where sitting as a 
posture — and it was probably sitting on the heels — 
in prayer is mentioned in Scripture ; the Scripture 
postures being kneeling, or standing, or prostration. 
2. God's promises are encouragements, and are to be 
fm-ned into prayers. 
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David for his child. Not answered. 

2 Samuel xii. — 15 And Nathan departed unto his 
house : and the Lord struck the child that Uriah's 
wife bare unto David, and it was very sick. 1 6 David 
therefore besought God for the child; and David 
fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth. 
17 And the elders of his house arose, and went to 
him, to raise him up from the earth : but he would 
not, neither did he eat bread with them. 18 And it 
came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. 
And the servants of David feared to tell him that the 
child was dead : for they said, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would not 
hearken unto our voice ; how will he then vex him- 
self, if we tell him that the child is dead? 19 But 
when David saw that his servants whispered, David 
perceived that the child was dead : therefore David 
said unto his servants, Is the child dead 1 And they 
said, He is dead. 20 Then David arose from the 
earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed 
his apparel, and came into the house of the Lord, and 
worshipped : then he came to his own house ; and 
when he required, they set bread before him, and he 
did eat. 21 Then said his servants unto him, What 
thing is this that thou hast done ? Thou didst fast 
and weep for the child, while it was alive ; but when 
the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread. 22 
And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
nd wept : for I said, Who can tell whether God will 
be gracious to me, that the child may live 1 23 But 
now he is dead, wherefore should I fast ? can I bring 
him back again 1 I shall go to him, but he shall not 
return to me. 
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Note 1. — We may ask with submission to God, even 
when we have little hope of a favorable answer. — 2. 
Believing parents may be comforted regarding their 
children who die in infancy. 



David regarding Ahithophel. Answered forthwith. 

2 Samuel xv. — 31 And one told David, saying, 
Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. 
And David said, Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel 
of Ahithophel into foolishness. 

Note. — A short prayer real from the heart is often a 
powerful prayer. 



David regarding the famine. Answered immediately. 

2 Samuel xxi. — 1 Then there was a famine in the 
days of David three years, year after year ; and David 
enquired of the Lord. And the Lord answered, It is 
for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he slew 
the Gibeonites. 14 And they performed all that the 
king commanded : and after that God was entreated 
for the land. 

Note. — When involved in calamities, we should care- 
fully consider and inquire whether there be not a 
cause which we may remove. 



David an numbering the people. Answered immediately. 

2 Samuel xxiv. — 10 And David's heart smote him 
after that he had numbered the people. And David 
said unto the Lord, I have sinned greatly in that I 
have done; and now, I beseech thee Lord, take 
away the iniquity of thy servant ; for I have done 
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very foolishly. 1 1 For when David was up in the 
morning, the word of the Lord came unto the prophet 
Gad, David's seer, saying, 12 Go and say unto 
David, Thus saith the Lord, I offer thee three things ; 
choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee. 
13 So Gad came to David, and told him, and said 
unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee 
in thy land ? or wilt thou flee three months before 
thine enemies, while they pursue thee 1 or that there 
be three days' pestilence in thy land ? Now advise, 
and see what answer I shall return to him that sent 
me. 14 And David said unto Gad, I am in a great 
strait ; let us fall now into the hand of the Lord, (for 
his mercies are great,) and let me not fall into the 
hand of man. 

Note. — It is well when conviction of sin sends us to 
prayer and confession, and not to try to hide or 
forget our sin. 



David regarding the pestilence. Answered immediately. 

2 Samuel xxiv. — 17 And David spake unto the 
Lord, when he saw the angel that smote the people, 
and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly ; 
but these sheep, what have they done ? Let thine 
hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my 
father's house. 

18 And Gad came that day to David, and said unto 
him, Go up, rear an altar unto the Lord in the 
thrashing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 19 And 
David, according to the saying of Gad, went up, as the 
Lord commanded. 

Note. — True penitents blame themselves and not others ; 
they excuse others rather than themselves, and this 
in their prayers to the all-seeing God. 
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1 KINGS. 

Solomon regarding his kingdom. Answered immediately. 

1 Kings iii. — 5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, Ask 
what I shall give thee. 6 And Solomon said, Thou 
hast shewed unto thy servant David, my father, great 
mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, 
and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with 
thee ; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, 
that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, 
as it is this day. 7 And now, Lord my God, thou 
hast made thy servant king instead of David my 
father ; and I am but a little child : I know not how 
to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant is in the 
midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great 
people, that cannot be numbered nor* counted for 
multitude. 9 Give therefore thy servant an under- 
standing heart to judge thy people, that I may discern 
between good and bad : for who is able to judge this 
thy so great a people ? 10 And the speech pleased 
the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 1 1 And 
God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, 
and hast not asked for thyself long life ; neither hast 
asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of 
thine enemies ; but has asked for thyself understand- 
ing to discern judgment; 12 behold, I have done 
according to thy words ; lo, I have given thee a wise 
and an understanding heart ; so that there was none 
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise 
like unto thee. 13 And I have also given thee that 
which thou hast not asked, both riches and honour ; 
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so that there shall not be any among the kings like 
unto thee all thy days. 14 And if thou wilt walk in 
my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, 
as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days. 15 And Solomon awoke : and, behold, it 
was a dream : and he came to Jerusalem, and stood 
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered 
up burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings, and 
made a feast to all his servants. 

Note. — A prayer in a dream, nevertheless a true prayer, 
and an earnest. There are, doubtless, true prayers 
addressed to God by his people in their dreams. 
When the soul is full of desires God ward, these often 
find vent and shape during dreams. 



Solomon at the dedication of the temple. 

1 Kings viii. — 22 And Solomon stood before the 
altar of the Lord, in the presence of all the con- 
gregation of Israel and spread forth his hands toward 
heaven ; 23 and he said, Lord God of Israel, there is 
no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth 
beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with thy 
servants that walk before thee with all their heart ; 
24 who hast kept with thy servant David my father 
that thou promisedst him ; thou spakest also with thy 
mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is 
this day. 25 Therefore now, Lord God of Israel, keep 
with thy servant David my father that thou 
promisedst him, saying, There shall not fail thee a 
man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel ; so that 
thy children take heed to their way, that they walk 
before me as thou hast walked before me. 26 And 
now, God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, 
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be verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant 
David my father. 27 But will God indeed dwell on the 
earth? behold, the heaven, and heaven of heavens can- 
not contain thee; how much less this house that I have 
builded ! 28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer 
of thy servant, and to his supplication, Lord my 
God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer which 
thy servant prayeth before thee to-day ; 29 that thine 
eyes may be open toward this house night and day ; 
even toward the place of which thou hast said, My 
name shall be there ; that thou mayest hearken unto 
the prayer which thy servant shall make toward this 
place. 30 And hearken thou to the supplication of 
thy servant and of thy people Israel, when they shall 
pray toward this place; and hear thou in heaven 
thy dwelling-place ; and when thou nearest, forgive. 

31 If any man trespass against his neighbour, and 
an oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and 
the oath come before thine altar in this house : 32 
then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy 
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way 
upon his head ; and justifying the righteous, to give 
him according to his righteousness. 

33 "When thy people Israel be smitten down before 
the enemy, because they have sinned against thee, 
and shall turn again to thee, and confess thy name, 
and pray, and make supplication unto thee in this 
house : 34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the 
sin of thy people Israel, and bring them again unto 
the land which thou gavest unto their fathers. 

35 When heaven is shut up 4 , and there is no rain, 

because they have sinned against thee ; if they pray 

toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn 

F 
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from their sin, when thou afflictest them : 36 then 
hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 
servants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach 
them the good way wherein they should walk, and 
give rain upon thy land, which thou hast given to 
thy people for an inheritance. 

37 If there be in the land famine, if there be 
pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, or if there be 
caterpillar ; if their enemy besiege them in the land 
of their cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever sick- 
ness there be; 38 what prayer and supplication 
soever be made by any man, or by all thy people 
Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this 
house : 39 then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling- 
place, and forgive, and do, and give to every man 
according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest ; 
(for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all 
the children of men ;) 40 that they may fear thee all 
the days that they live in the land which thou gavest 
unto our fathers. 

41 Moreover, concerning a stranger, that is not of 
thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far country for 
thy name's sake ; 42 (For they shall hear of thy great 
name, and of thy strong hand, and of thy stretched- 
out arm ;) when he shall come and pray toward this 
house : 43 hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, and 
do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee 
for ; that all people of the earth may know thy name, 
to fear thee, as do thy people Israel ; and that they 
may know that this house, which I have builded, is 
called by thy name. 

44 If thy people go out to battle against their 
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enemy, whithersoever thou shalt send them, and shall 
pray unto the Lord toward the city which thou hast 
chosen, and toward the house that I have built for 
thy name : 45 then hear thou in heaven their prayer 
and their supplication, and maintain their cause. 46 
Tf they sin against thee, (for there is no man that 
sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and de- 
liver' them to the enemy, so that they carry them 
away captives into the land of the enemy, far or 
near ; 47 yet if they shall bethink themselves in the 
land whither they were carried captives, and repent, 
and make supplication unto thee in the land of them 
that carried them captives, saying, We have sinned, 
and have done perversely, we have committed 
wickedness; 48 and so return unto thee with all 
their heart, and with all their soul, in the land of 
their enemies which led them away captive, and pray 
unto thee toward their land which thou gavest unto 
their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the 
house which I have built for thy name : 49 then hear 
thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven 
thy dwelling-place, and maintain their cause, 50 and 
forgive thy people that have sinned against thee, and 
all their transgressions wherein they have trans- 
gressed against thee, and give them compassion 
before them who carried them captive, that they may 
have compassion on them : 51 for they be thy people, 
and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest forth 
out of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron : 
52 That thine eyes may be open unto the supplication 
of thy servant, and unto the supplication of thy 
people Israel, to hearken unto them in all that they 
call for unto thee. 53 For thou didst separate them. 
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from among all the people of the earth, to be thine 
inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses 
thy servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of 
Egypt, Lord God. 

Note. — This is a long prayer: but prayers are not 
accepted nor rejected on account of their length or 
shortness. Let the prayer, be it long or short, come 
out of the fulness of a believing heart. 



Solomon with the people. 

1 Kings viil — 54 And it was so, that when Solo- 
mon had made an end of praying all this prayer and 
supplication unto the Lord, he arose from before 
the altar of the Lord, from kneeling on his knees with 
his hands spread up to heaven. 55 And he stood, and 
blessed all the congregation of Israel with a loud voice, 
saying, 56 Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest 
unto his people Israel, according to all that he 
promised : there hath not failed one word of all his 
good promise, which he promised Ijy the hand of 
Moses his servant. 57 The Lord our God be with us, 
as he was with our fathers ; let him not leave us nor 
forsake us ; 58 that we may incline our hearts unto 
him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his com- 
mandments, and his statutes, and his judgments, 
which he commanded our fathers. 59 And let these 
my words, wherewith I have made supplication before 
the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God day and 
night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and 
the cause of his people Israel at all times, as the 
matter shall require : 60 That all the people of the 
earth may know that the Lord is God, and that there 
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is none else. 61 Let your heart therefore be perfect 
with the Lord our God, to walk in his statutes, and 
to keep his commandments, as at this day. 

Note. — A dismissal prayer. When great assemblies of 
people separate, there should be a solemn commend- 
ing of each other to God, under the solemnizing 
impression that they will never all meet again till 
the judgment day. 



The Lord's answer to Solomon's prayer. 

1 Kings ix. — 1 And it came to pass, when Solomon 
had finished the building of the house of the Lord, 
and the king's house, and all Solomon's desire which 
he was pleased to do, 2 that the Lord appeared to 
Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto 
him at Gibeon. 3 And the Lord said unto him, I 
have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou 
hast made before me : I have hallowed this house, 
which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever ; 
and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetu- 
ally. 4 And if thou wilt walk before me, as David 
thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in 
uprightness, to do according to all that I have com-, 
manded thee, and will keep my statutes and my judg- 
ments : 5 then I will establish the throne of thy king- 
dom upon Israel for ever, as I promised to David thy 
father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon 
the throne of Israel. 6 But if ye shall at all turn from 
following me, ye or your children, and will not keep 
my commandments and my statutes which I have set 
before you, but go and serve other gods, and worship 
them : 7 then will I cut off Israel out of the land 
which I have given them ; and this house, whick L 
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have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my 
sight : and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword 
among all people : 8 and at this house, which is high, 
everyone that passeth by it shall be astonished, and 
shall hiss ; and they shall say, Why hath the Lord 
done thus unto this land, and to this house 1 9 and 
they shall answer, Because they forsook the Lord their 
God, who brought forth their fathers out of the land 
of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, and 
have worshipped them, and served them : therefore 
hath the Lord brought upon them all this evil 

Note. — Here we have the answer that the Lord gave 
nieanwhile to the foregoing prayers of Solomon and 
his people, bringing out one of the mysteries of 
prayer, how the answer from the unchanging God 
is conditioned on the conduct of those who pray. 
Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good in thy 
sight 



The prophet for Jeroboam. Answered immediately. 

1 Kings xiii. — 6 And the king answered and said 
unto the man of God, Entreat now the face of the 
Lord thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be 
restored me again. And the man of God besought 
the Lord, and the king's hand was restored him again, 
and became as it was before. 

Note. — We should pray for the removal of temporal 
calamities from sinners, even when we have little 
hope or prospect of their conversion. 

Elijah for the widow of Zarephath's son. Answered 

immediately. 
1 Kings xvii. — 17 And it came to pass, after these 
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things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the 
house, fell sick ; and his sickness was so sore, that 
there was no breath left in him. 18 And she said 
unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, thou 
man of God % art thou come unto me to call my sin 
to remembrance, and to slay my son % 19 And he 
said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him 
out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft where 
he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 20 And 
he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, 
hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with 
whom I sojourn* by slaying her son % 21 And he 
stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried 
unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray 
thee, let this child's soul come into him again. 22 
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah ; and the soul 
of the child came into him again, and he revived. 23 
And Elijah took the child, and brought him down 
out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him 
unto his mother : and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. 
24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I 
know that thou art a man of God, and that the word 
of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 

Note. — This is the first restoration to life that we read 
of, and it took place in answer to prayer. The 
Hearer of prayer is the Giver of life — so great, so 
powerful 



The prophets of Baal to Baal Unanswered. 
Elijah at Carmel. Answered immediately. 

1 Kings xviii. — 25 And Elijah said unto the pro- 
phets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves > 
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and dress it first ; for ye are many ; and call on the 
name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And 
they took the bullock which was given them, and they 
dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, saying, Baal, hear us ! 
But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And 
they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And 
it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, 
and said, Cry aloud ; for he is a god : either he is 
talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or 
peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 
And they cried aloud, and cut themselves, after their 
manner, with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed 
out upon them. 29 And it came to pass, when mid- 
day was past, and they prophesied until the time of 
the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was 
neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that re- 
garded. — 36 And it came to pass, at the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the 
prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that 
thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, 
and that I have done all these things at thy word. 
37 Hear me, O Lord, hear me ; that this people may 
know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast 
turned their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of 
the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and 
the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up 
the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all 
the people saw it, they fell on their faces ; and they 
said, The Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, he is the 
God. 
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Note. — When we ask mainly for the glory of God, and 
the honour of His name, we may have confidence 
that our prayers shall be answered. 



Elijah for rain. Answered immediately. 

1 Kings xviii. — 41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get 
thee up, eat and drink ; for there is a sound of 
abundance of rain. 42 So Ahab went up to eat and 
to drink ; and Elijah went up to the top of Carmel ; 
and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his 
face between his knees, 43 And said to his servant, 
Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, 
and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, 
Go again seven times. 44 And it came to pass, at 
the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth 
a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And 
he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, 
and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 45 
And it came to pass, in the mean while, that the 
heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there 
was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to 
Jezreel. 

Note . — A silent prayer, (James v. 17, 18). God knows 
the thoughts and desires of the heart. We may, 
therefore, thus pray everywhere and in all circum- 
stances. 



Elijah for death. No answer. 

1 Kings xix. — 4 But he himself went a day's 
journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a juniper-tree : and he requested for himself 
that he might die ; and said, It is enough : now, 
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Lord, take away my life ; for I am not better than 
my fathers. 

Note. — We sometimes pray sinful prayers, and God 
in his mercy takes no notice of them. 



Ahab because of the Lord's threatenings. Answered 

immediately. 

1 Kings xxi. — 27 And it came to pass, when Ahab 
heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and put 
sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sack- 
cloth, and went softly. 28 And the word of the 
Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29 Seest 
thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me ? Because 
he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the 
evil in his days ; but in his son's days will I bring 
the evil upon his house. 

Note. — God in his sovereign long-suffering sometimes 
regards the prayers of wicked men, if so be they 
may have time and opportunity for repentance. 



2 KINGS. 

Elijah for fire on the first fifty. Answered immediately. 

2 Kings i. — 9 Then the king sent unto him a 
captain of fifty with his fifty : and he went up to 
him ; (and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill ;) and 
he spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king hath 
said, Come down. 10 And Elijah answered and said 
to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let 
fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and 
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thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, 
and consumed him and his fifty. 

Note. — Not for private revenge or personal security, 
did the prophet ask fire, hut to prove his mission to 
he from God, and to reveal God's terrible dis- 
pleasure with sinners. And what the Spirit of God 
in the prophets prompted them to ask, the power of 
God accomplished. 



Elijah for fire on the second fifty. Answered 

immediately. 

2 Kings i. — 1 1 Again also he sent unto him another 
captain of fifty with his fifty : and he answered and 
said unto him, man of God, thus hath, the king 
said, Come down quickly. 12 And Elijah answered 
and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy 
fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, 
and consumed him and his fifty. 



Elisha for the Shunammite's son. Answered immediately. 

2 Kings iv. — 32 And when Elisha was come into 
the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon 
his bed. 33 He went in therefore, and shut the door 
upon them twain, and prayed unto the Lord. 34 
And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his 
mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, 
and his hands upon his hands ; and he stretched him- 
self upon the child, and the flesh of the child waxed 
warm. 35 Then he returned, and walked in the house 
to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon 
him : and the child sneezed seven times, and tha 
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child opened his eyes. 36 And he called Gehazi, 
and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her : 
and when she was come in unto him, he said, Take 
up thy son. 37 Then she went in, and fell at his 
feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up 
her son, and went out. 

Note the honour God puts on prayer as instanced in 
the miracles wrought by Elijah and Elisha. Their 
prayers brought rain, and brought fire from Heaven ; 
and they killed and made alive. See Almighty 
power set in operation by prayer 1 



Elisha regarding his servant. Answered immediately. 

2 Kings vi. — 17 And Elisha prayed, and said, 
Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. 
And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man ; 
and he saw : and, behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 

Note. — When we have assured grounds of confidence 
and peace in God, we should try to lead God's timor- 
ous ones into the enjoyment of the same. 



Elisha to blind the Syrian band. Answered immediately* 

2 Kings vi. — 18 And when they came down to him, 
Elisha prayed unto the Lord, and said, Smite this 
people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote 
them with blindness, according to the word of 
Elisha. 

Note. — Not deprivation of sight, but of the power of 
recognizing persons and things, and knowing them 
as they really were. 
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Elisha to open the eyes of the Syiians. Answered 

immediately. 

2 Kings vi. — 20 And it came to pass, when they 
were come into Samaria, that Elisha said, Lord, open 
the eyes of these men, that they may see. And the 
Lord opened their eyes, and they saw ; and, behold, 
they were in the 'midst of Samaria. 

Note. — What God has taken away in judgment, he can 
restore in mercy. Therefore let his people humbly 
and boldly ask. 



Jehoahaz because of the Syiians. Answered immediately. 

2 Kings xiii. — 3 And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Israel ; and he delivered them into 
the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand 
of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, all their days. 4 
And Jehoahaz besought the Lord, and the Lord 
hearkened unto him ; for he saw the oppression of 
Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed them. 5 
And the Lord gave Israel a saviour, so that they went 
out from under the hand of the Syrians ; and the 
children of Israel dwelt in their tents, as beforetime. 

Note. — This was the prayer of a bad man, yet it was 
heard and answered— not on account of him who 
prayed, but because of the Lord's gracious regard to 
the facts of the case — the miseries of his people, and 
his covenant with Abraham, (ver. 23). 



Hezekiah on account of Sennacherib's, blasphemy. An- 

swered immediately. 

2 Kings xix.— 14 And Hezekiah received the letter 
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of the hand of the messengers, and read it : and 
Hezekiah went np into the house of the Lord, and 
spread it before the Lord. 15 And Hezekiah prayed 
before the Lord, and said, O Lord God of Israel, 
which dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the 
God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth ; thou hast made heaven and earth. 16 Lord, 
bow down thine ear, and hear ; open, Lord, thine 
eyes, and see ; and hear the words of Sennacherib, 
which hath sent him to reproach the living God. 17 
Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have destroyed 
the nations and their lands, 1 8 And have cast their 
gods into the fire ; for they were no gods, but the 
work of men's hands, wood and stone ; therefore they 
have destroyed them. 19 Now therefore, Lord our 
God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, 
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
thou art the Lord God, even thou only. 

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, That which 
thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of 
Assyria I have heard. 21 This is the word that the 
Lord hath spoken concerning him ; The virgin, the 
daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed 
thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken 
her head at thee. 22 Whom hast thou reproached 
and blasphemed 1 and against whom hast thou exalted 
thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high ? even 
against the Holy One of Israel. 23 By thy mes- 
sengers thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, 
With the multitude of my chariots I am come up to 
the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon, 
and will cut down the tall cedar-trees thereof, and the 
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choice fir-trees thereof: and I will enter into the 
lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his 
Carmel. 24 I have digged and drunk strange waters, 
and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the 
rivers of besieged places. 25 Hast thou not heard 
long ago how I have done it, and of ancient times 
that I have formed it ? now have I brought it to pass, 
that thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into 
ruinous heaps. 26 Therefore their inhabitants were 
of small power, they were dismayed and confounded ; 
they were as the grass of the field, and as the green 
herb, as the grass on the house-tops, and as corn 
blasted before it be grown up. 27 But I know thy 
abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy 
rage against me. 28 Because thy rage against me 
and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore 
I will put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy 
lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which 
thou earnest. 29 And this shall be a sign unto thee, 
Ye shall eat this year such things as grow of them- 
selves, and in the second year that which springeth 
of the same ; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, 
and plant vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof. 30 
And the remnant that is escaped of the house of 
Judah shall yet again take root downward, and bear 
fruit upward. 31 For out of Jerusalem shall go 
forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount 
Zion : the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this. 32 
Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of 
Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot 
an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor 
cast a bank against it. 33 By the way that he came, 
by the same shall he return, and shall not come into 
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this city, saith the Lord. 34 For I will defend this 
city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David's sake. 

35 And it came to pass that night, that the angel 
of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand ; 
and when they arose early in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpses. 36 So Sennacherib king 
of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and 
dwelt at Nineveh. 37 And it came to pass, as he 
was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him 
with the sword : and they escaped into the land of 
Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his 
stead. 

Note. — " Hezekiah encloses the letter from Sennacherib 
in another letter, a praying letter, a believing letter, 
and sends it to the King of kings, who judges 
among the gods." — Henry. So let every child of 
God do with false and injurious reproaches, — lay the 
matters before God. 



Eezehah in his sickness. Answered immediately. 

2 Kings xx. — 1 In those days was H^ekiah sick 
unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz 
came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, 
Set thine house in order ; for thou shalt die and not 
live. 2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and 
prayed unto the Lord, saying, 3 I beseech thee, O 
Lord, remember now how I have walked before thee 
in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 
4 And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into 
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the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to 
him, saying, 5 turn again, and tell Hezekiah the 
captain of my people. Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have 
seen thy tears : behold, I will heal thee : on the third 
day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. 6 
£nd! I will add unto thy days fifteen years ; and I will 
deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king 
of Assyria ; and I will defend this city for mine own 
sake, and for my servant David's sake. 7 And Isaiah 
said, Take a lump of figs, and they took and laid it 
on the boil, and he recovered. 

Note. — 1. The great honour that God expressly puts on 
prayer, " I have heard thy prayers." 2. Here is one 
of the deep mysteries of prayer — the Lord in answer 
to prayer changing the thing that he had spoken. 



Isaiah for the shadow to go bach. Answered immediately. 

2 Kings xx. — 8 And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, 
What shall be the sign that the Lord will heal me, 
and that I shall go up into the house of the Lord the 
third day ? 9 And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou 
have of the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he 
hath spoken : shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, 
or go back ten degrees ? 10 And Hezekiah answered, 
It is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten 
degrees : nay, but let the shadow return backward ten 
degrees. 11 And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the 
Lord : and he brought the shadow ten degrees back- 
ward, by which it had gone down in the dial of 
Ahaz. 

Note. — Prayer prevailed equally as to miracles and 
what are accounted ordinary providex&ea \ \s\& \W*& 

6 
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by expresB divine warrant and impulse that prayer 
was made in reference to miracles. 



Isaiah because of the words of the booh Answered 

immediately, 

2 Kings xxii— 10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed 
the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me 
a book ; and Shaphan read it before the king. 1 1 
And it came to pass, when the king had heard the 
words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. 
12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and 
Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of 
Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a 
servant of the king's, saying, 13 Go ye, enquire of the 
Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, 
concerning the words of this book that is found ; for 
great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against 
us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the 
words of this book, to do according unto all that which 
is written concerning us. — 18 But to the king of Judah, 
which sent you to enquire of the Lord, thus shall ye 
say to him, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, as 
touching the words which thou hast heard: 19 
because thine heart was tender, and thou hast 
humbled thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest 
what I spake against this place, and against the 
inhabitants thereof, that they should become a desola- 
tion and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes and wept 
before me ; I also have heard thee, saith the Lord. 
20 Behold, therefore, I # will gather thee unto thy 
fathers, and thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in 
peace : and thine eyes shall not see all the evil which 
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I will bring upon this place. And they brought the 
king word again. 

» 

Note, — A prayer-hearing God marks and interprets the 
actions of mourning penitents, and deals with them 
as if they were prayers addressed to him. 



1 CHRONICLES. 



Jabez. Answered immediately. 

1 Chronicles iv. — 10 And Jabez called on the God of 
Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, 
and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be 
with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, 
that it may not grieve me ! And God granted him 
that which he requested. 

Note, — It is verily good to have such a sense of our 
dependence on God as will find daily expression in 
a prayer like this. 



The Reubenites in the battle. Answered immediately. 

1 Chronicles v. — 19 And they made war with the 
Hagarites, with Jetur, and Nephish, and Nodab. 20 
And they were helped against them, and the Hagar- 
ites were delivered into their hand, and all that were 
with them : for they cried to God in the battle, and 
he was entreated of them ; because they put their 
trust in him. 

Note. — In our spiritual conflicts trust in God, and 
prayer to him, will assuredly give us the victory* 
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David regarding the Philistines. Answered immediately. 

1 Chronicles xiv. — 10 And David enquired of God, 
saying, Shall I go up against the Philistines ? and wilt 
thou deliver them into mine hand ? And the Lord 
said unto him, Go up ; for I will deliver them into 
thine hand. 1 1 So they came up to Baal-perazim ; 
and David smote them there. 

Note. — It is well to have God's sanction in every thipg 
that we do. 



David regarding the Philistines. Answered immediately. 

1 Chronicles xiv. — 13 And the Philistines yet again 
spread themselves abroad in the valley. 14 Therefore 
David enquired again of God ; and God said unto 
him, Go not up after them ; turn away from them, 
and come upon them over against the mulberry-trees. 
15 And it shall be, when thou shalt hear a sound of 
going in the tops of the mulberry-trees, that then 
thou shalt go out to battle : for God is gone forth 
before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines. 16 
David therefore did as God commanded him : and 
they smote the host of the Philistines from Gibeon 
even to Gazer. 

Note. — 1. Let us be prepared to expect repeated assaults 
from our spiritual adversaries ; and 2. Let us in all 
difficulties carry the matter by prayer to God. 



David — a general prayer. 

1 Chronicles xvii. — 16 And David the king came 
and sat before the Lord, and said, Who am I, Lord 
God, and what is mine house, that thou hast brought 
jnp hitherto 1 17 And yet this was a small thing ia 
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thine eyes, God ; for thou hast also spoken of thy 

servant's house for a great while to come, and hast 

regarded me according to the estate of a man of high 

degree, Lord God. 18 What can David speak 

more to thee for the honour of thy servant ? for thou 

knowest thy servant. 19 Lord, for thy servant's 

sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou 

done all this greatness, in making known all these 

great things. 20 Lord, there is none like thee, 

neither is there any God besides thee, according to all 

that we have heard with our ears. 21 And what one 

nation in the earth is like thy people Israel, whom 

God went to redeem to be his own people, to make 

thee a name of greatness and terribleness, by driving 

out nations from before thy people, whom thou hast 

redeemed out of Egypt ? 22 For thy people Israel 

didst thou make thine own people for ever; and 

thou, Lord, becamest their God. 23 Therefore now, 

Lord, let the thing that thou hast spoken concerning 

thy servant, and concerning his house, be established 

for ever, and do as thou hast said. 24 Let it even 

be established, that thy name may be magnified for 

ever, saying, The Lord of host3 is the God of Israel, 

even a God to Israel ; and let the house of David thy 

servant be established before thee. 25 For thou, 

iny God, hast told thy servant that thou wilt build 

him an house : therefore thy servant hath found in 

his heart to pray before thee. 26 And now, Lord, 

thou art God, and hast promised this goodness unto 

thy servant : 27 now therefore let it please thee to 

bless the house of thy servant, that it may be before 

thee for ever : for thou blessest, Lord, and it shall 

be blessed for ever. 
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Note. — It is good for us betimes solemnly to spread 
our life, and all the Lord's dealings with us before 
him in confession and thanksgiving. 



David on numbering the people. Answered forthwith. 

1 Chronicles xxi. — 8 And David said unto God, I 
have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing : 
but now, I beseech thee, do away the iniquity of thy 
servant ; for I have done very foolishly. 

9 And the Lord spake unto Gad, David's seer, 
saying, 10 Go and tell David, saying, Thus saith 
the Lord, I offer thee three things : choose thee one 
of them, that I may do it unto thee. 1 1 So Gad 
came to David, and said unto him, Thus saith the 
Lord, Choose thee, 12 Either three years' famine; 
or three months to be destroyed before thy foes, while 
that the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee ; or 
else three days the sword of the Lord, even the 
pestilence, in the land, and the angel of the Lord 
destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. Now 
therefore advise thyself what word I shall bring again 
to him that sent me. 13 And David said unto Gad, 
I am in a great strait : let me fall now into the hand 
of the Lord ; for very great are his mercies : but let 
me not fall into the hand of man. 

Note. — Neither a sense of the greatness of our sin, nor 
the fear of God's anger, should prevent us from fully 
confessing our sin, remembering that it is written, 
" If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unright- 



eousness." 



David for his people. Answered forthwith. 
1 Chronicles xxi. — 17 And David said unto God, 
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Is it not I that commanded the people to be num- 
bered 1 even I it is that have sinned, and done evil 
indeed ; but as for these sheep, what have they done? 
Let thine hand, I pray thee, Lord my God, be on 
me, and on my father's house ; but not on thy people, 
that they should be plagued. 

18 Then the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to 
say to David, that David should go up, and set up 
an altar unto the Lord in the thrashing-floor of Oman 
the Jebusite. 19 -And David went up at the saying 
of Gad, which he spake in the name of the Lord. 

Note. — God's people are deeply affected by the suffer- 
ings of others through their instrumentality, and 
when they are the guilty parties, are humbly willing 
that God should make them the suffering parties. 



David at the altar. Answered immediately. 

1 Chronicles xxi. — 26 And David built there an 
altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, and called upon the Lord ; and he 
answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of 
burnt offering. 27 And the Lord commanded the 
angel ; and he put up his sword again into the sheath 
thereof. 

Note. — The fire of God's wrath fell on the sacrifice, 
not on the offender, and was appeased ; so the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great sacrifice for sin, received and 
exhausted the penalty, the sword of divine justice is 
sheathed, and mercy and love beam down on those 
for whom Christ died. 



David for his people and Solomon. 
1 Chronicles xxix. — 10 Wherefore David blessed 
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the Lord before all the congregation : and David 
said, Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel our father, 
for ever and ever. 11 Thine, O Lord, is the great- 
ness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty : for all that is in the heaven and in 
the earth is thine ; thine is the kingdom, Lord, 
and thou art exalted as head above all. 12 Both 
riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest 
over all ; and in thine hand is power and might ; and 
in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength 
unto all. 13 Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, 
and praise thy glorious name. 14 But who am I, 
and what is my people, that we should be able to 
offer so willingly after this sort ? for all things come 
of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 15 
For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as 
were all our fathers : our days on the earth are as a 
shadow, and there is none abiding. 16 Lord our 
God, all this store that we have prepared to build 
thee an house for thine holy name cometh of thine 
hand, and is all thine own. 17 I know also, my 
God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in 
uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine 
heart I have willingly offered all these things : and 
now have I seen with joy thy people, which are 
present here, to offer willingly unto thee. 18 Lord 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, 
keep this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts 
of the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart 
unto thee : 19 And give unto Solomon my son a 
perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, thy testi- 
monies, and thy statutes, and to do all these things, 
and to build the palace, for the which I have made 
provision. 
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Note. — A grand prayer of thanksgiving and praise! 
Aged saints should be much in praise and thanks- 
giving—quick to mark and to recollect the benefits 
God bestows, and oftentimes to think of, and to 
speak of His greatness and glory. 



2 CHRONICLES. 

Solomon for wisdom. Answered immediately. 

2 Chronicles i. — 7 In that night did God appear 
unto Solomon, and said unto him, Ask what I shall 
give thee. 8 And Solomon said unto God, Thou hast 
shewed great mercy unto David my father, and hast 
made me to reign in his stead. 9 Now, Lord God, 
let thy promise unto David my father be established : 
for thou hast made me king over a people like the 
dust of the earth in multitude. 10 Give me now 
wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come 
in before this people : for who can judge this thy 
people, that is so great 1 11 And God said to Solo- 
mon, Because this was in thine heart, and thou has^ 
not asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of 
thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life ; but 
hast asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that 
thou mayest judge my people, over whom I have 
made thee king: 12 Wisdom and knowledge is 
granted unto thee : and I will give thee riches, and 
wealth, and honour, such as none of the kings have 
had that have been before thee, neither shall there 
any after thee have the like. 

Note. — God graciously condescends to invite us to ask 
Him, and say to Him what we wish Him to give us. 
Let us be careful to ask wisely — to ask for thu&\$ 
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that we hare reason to think God may be wflKng to 
gire in lore, as being for his own glory and oar real 
good. Our prayers when real, that is, when they 
express real desire — discorer what is in our hearts. 



Solomon at dedication of the temple. Answered 

forthwith. 

2 Chronicles tL — 12 And he stood before the altar 
of the Lord, in the presence of all the congrega- 
tion of Israel, and spread forth his hands, 13 (For 
Solomon had made a brasen scaffold, of five cubits 
long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and 
bad set it in the midst of the court ; and upon it he 
stood, and kneeled down upon his knees before all 
the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands 
toward heaven,) 14 And said, Lord God of Israel, 
there is no God like thee in the heaven, nor in the 
earth ; which keepest covenant, and shewest mercy 
unto thy servants that walk before thee with all their 
hearts : 15 Thou which hast kept with thy servant 
David my father that which thou hast promised him ; 
and spakest with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with 
thine hand, as it is this day. 16 Now therefore, 
Lord God of Israel, keep with thy servant David my 
father that which thou hast promised him, saying, 
There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit 
upon the throne of Israel ; yet so that thy children 
take heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou 
hast walked before me. 17 Now then, Lord God 
of Israel, let thy word be verified, which thou hast 
spoken unto thy servant David. 18 (But will God 
in very deed dwell with men on the earth ? Behold, 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain 



THE PRAYERS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 107 

thee ; how much less this house which I have built !) 
19 Have respect therefore to the prayer of thy ser- 
vant, and to his supplication, Lord my God, to 
hearken unto the cry and the prayer which thy 
servant prayeth before thee: 20 That thine eyes 
may be open upon this house day and night, upon 
the place whereof thou hast said that thou wouldest 
put thy name there ; to hearken unto the prayer 
which thy servant prayeth toward this place. 21 
Hearken therefore unto the supplications of thy 
servant, and of thy people Israel, which they shall 
make toward this place : hear thou from thy dwell- 
ing-place, even from heaven ; and when thou hearest 
forgive. 

22 If a man sin against his neighbour, and an oath 
be laid upon him to make him swear, and the oath 
come before thine altar in this house : 23 then hear 
thou from heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, 
by requiting the wicked, by recompensing his way 
upon his own head ; and by justifying the righteous, 
by giving him according to his righteousness. 

24 And if thy people Israel be put to the worse 
before the enemy, because they have sinned against 
thee, and shall return and confess thy name, and pray 
and make supplication before thee in this house : 
25 then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive the 
sin of thy people Israel, and bring them again unto 
the land which thou gavest to them and to their 
fathers. 

26 When the heaven is shut up, and there is no 
rain, because they have sinned against thee ; yet if 
they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and 
turn from their sin, when thou dost affiisk \Sh&\CL\ 
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27 then hear thou from heaven, and forgive the sin ot 
thy servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou hast 
taught them the good way wherein they should walk ; 
and send rain upon thy land, which thou hast given 
unto thy people for an inheritance. 

28 If there be dearth in the land, if there be pesti- 
lence, if there be blasting, or mildew, locusts, or 
caterpillars; if their enemies besiege them in the 
cities of their land ; whatsoever sore, or whatsoever 
sickness there be: 29 then what prayer, or what 
supplication soever, shall be made »of any man, or of 
all thy people Israel, when every one shall know his 
own sore, and his own grief, and shall spread forth 
his hands in this house: 30 then hear thou from 
heaven thy dwelling-place, and forgive, and render 
unto every man according unto all his ways whose 
heart thou knowest ; (for thou only knowest the hearts 
of the children of men ; ) 31 That they may fear thee, 
to walk in thy ways, so long as they live in the land 
which thou gavest unto our fathers. 

32 Moreover, concerning the stranger, which is not 
of thy people Israel, but is come from a far country 
for thy great name's sake, and thy mighty hand, and 
thy stretched-out arm ; if they come and pray in this, 
house : 33 then hear thou from the heavens, even 
from thy dwelling-place, and do according to all that 
the stranger calleth to thee for : that all people of the 
earth may know thy name, and fear thee, as doth thy 
people Israel, and may know that this house, which 
I have built, is called by thy name. 

34 If thy people go out to war against their enemies 
by the way that thou shalt send them, and they pray 
unto thee toward this city which thou hast chosen, 
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and the house which I have built for thy name ; 35 
then hear thou from the heavens their prayer and 
their supplication, and maintain their cause. 

36 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man 
which sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, 
and deliver them over before their enemies, and they 
carry them away captives unto a land far off or near : 
37 yet if they bethink themselves in the land whither 
they are carried captive, and turn and pray unto thee 
in the land of their captivity, saying, We have sinned, 
we have done amiss, and have dealt wickedly ; 38 if 
they return to thee with all their heart, and with all 
their soul, in the land of their captivity, whither they 
have carried them captives, and pray toward their 
land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, and toward 
the city which thou hast chosen, and toward the house 
which I have built for thy name : 39 then hear thou 
from the heavens, even from thy dwelling-place, their 
prayer and their supplications, and maintain their 
cause, and forgive thy people which have sinned 
against thee. 

40 Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be 
open, and let thine ears be attent unto the prayer that' 
is made in this place. 41 Now therefore arise, Lord 
God, into thy resting-place, thou, and the ark of thy 
strength ; let thy priests, Lord God, be clothed with 
salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in goodness. 42 
Iiord God, turn not away the face of thine anointed : 
remember the mercies of David thy servant. 

Chapter vii. — 1 Now, when Solomon had made an 
end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and 
consumed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices ; and 
the glory of the Lord filled the house. 2 And t»ha 
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priests could not enter into the house of the Lord, 
because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's 
house. 3 And when all the children of Israel saw how 
the fire came down, and the glory of the Lord upon 
the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to 
the ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, and 
praised the Lord, saying, For he is good ; for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

12 And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, 
and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have 
chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice. 
13 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I 
command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send 
pestilence among my people ; 14 if my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways ; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land. 15 Now mine eyes 
shall be open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer 
that is made in this place. 16 For now have I chosen 
and sanctified this house, that my name may be there 
for ever ; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there 
perpetually. 1 7 And as for thee, if thou wilt walk 
before me, as David thy father walked, and do accord- 
ing to all that I have commanded thee, and shalt 
observe my statutes and my judgments ; 18 then will 
I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, according as I 
have covenanted with David thy father, saying, There 
shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel. 19 
But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my 
commandments, which I have set before you, and shall 
go and serve other gods and worship them ; 20 then 
will I pluck them up by the roots out of my land 
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which I have given them ; and this house, which I 
have sanctified for my name, will I cast out of my 
sight, and will make it to be a proverb and a by-word 
among all nations. 21 And this house, which is high, 
shall be an astonishment to every one that passeth by 
it ; so that he shall say, Why hath the Lord done thus 
unto this land, and unto this house 1 22 And it shall 
be answered, Because they forsook the Lord God of 
their fathers, which brought them forth out of the 
land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and 
worshipped them and served them : therefore hath he 
brought all this evil upon them. 

Note. — We are encouraged to pray for blessings future 
as well as present. And it may be that the blessings 
we enjoy we owe to prayers offered up long ago. 
Hence the great privilege of haying had pious fore- 
fathers or parents ; and the obligation and encourage- 
ment to refer to our children, and to future events 
in our prayers. The answer may come when we are 
in the dust. 



Rehoboam and his princes. Answered immediately. 

2 Chronicles xii. — 5 Then came Shemaiah the 
prophet to Kehoboam, and to the princes of Judah 
that were gathered together to Jerusalem because of 
Shishak, and said unto them, Thus saith the Lord, 
Ye have forsaken me, and therefore have I also left 
you in the hand of Shishak. 6 Whereupon the 
princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves ; 
and they said, The Lord is righteous. 7 And when 
the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the 
word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, They 
have humbled themselves; therefore I will not 
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destroy them, but I will grant them some deliver- 
ance ; and my wrath shall not be poured out upon 
Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. 8 Nevertheless 
they shall be his servants ; that they may know my 
service, and the service of the kingdoms of the 
countries. 12 And when he humbled himself, the 
wrath of the Lord turned from him, that he would 
not destroy him altogether : and also in Judah things 
went well. 

Note. — How ready the Lord is to regard those who 
have forsaken him when they humble themselves 
before him and confess their sins ! 



Asa against Zerah the Ethiopian. Answered immediately. 

2 Chronicles xiv. — 11 And Asa cried unto the Lord 
his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing with thee to 
help, whether with many, or with them that have no 
power : help us, Lord our God ; for we rest on 
thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. 
Lord, thou art our God ; let not man prevail 
against thee. 12 So the Lord smote the Ethiopians 
before Asa, and before Judah : and the Ethiopians 
'fled. 13 And Asa, and the people that were with 
him, pursued them unto Gerar : and the Ethiopians 
were overthrown, that they could not recover them- 
selves ; for they were destroyed before the Lord, and 
before his host : and they carried away very much 
spoil 

Note. — We have here an example of both preparation 
and prayer, and both had a place in the victory that 
followed. The prayer gave success to the prepara- 
tion, and the preparation wrought out the answer to 
the prayer. So let it be with us. 
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Jehoshaphat against the Moabites. Answered immediately. 

2 Chronicles xx. — 5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the 
congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house 
of the Lord, before the new court, 6 and said, O 
Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven ? 
and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the 
heathen 1 and in thine hand is there not power and 
might, so that none is able to withstand thee 1 7 
Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the in- 
habitants of this land before thy people Israel, and 
gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever? 
8 And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a 
sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, 9 If, when 
evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or 
pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and 
in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and 
cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear 
and help. 10 And now, behold, the children of Am- 
nion, and Moab, and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest 
not let Israel invade, when they came out of the land 
of Egypt, but they turned from them, and destroyed 
them not ; 11 Behold, I say, how they reward us, to 
come to cast us out of thy possession, which thou 
hast given us to inherit. 12 our God, wilt thou 
not judge them ? for we have no might against this 
great company that cometh against us ; neither know 
we what to do : but our eyes are upon thee. 13 And 
all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little 
ones, their wives, and their children. 

14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the 
son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, 
a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Soirit of t&& 

H 
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Lord in the midst of the congregation ; 15 And he 
said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith 
the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by 
reason of this great multitude ; for the battle is not 
yours, but God's. 16 To-morrow go ye down against 
them : behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz ; and 
ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the 
wilderness of Jeruel. 17 Ye shall not need to fight 
in this battle : set yourselves, stand ye still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord with you, Judah and 
Jerusalem : fear not, nor be dismayed ; to-morrow go 
out against them : for the Lord will be with you. 18 
And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to 
the ground ; and all Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worshipping the Lord. 
19 And the Levites, of the children of the Kohath- 
ites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to 
praise the Lord God of Israel with a loud voice on 
high. 

20 And they rose early in the morning, and went 
forth into the wilderness of Tekoa : and as they went 
forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, Judah, 
and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem ; Believe in the Lord 
your God, so shall ye be established ; believe his 
prophets, so shall ye prosper. 21 And when he had 
consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto 
the Lord, and that should praise the beauty of holi- 
ness, as they went out before the army, and to say, 
Praise the Lord ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

22 And when they began to sing and to praise, 
the Lord set ambushments against the children of 
Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come 
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against Judah ; and they were smitten. 23 For the 
children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the 
inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy 
them : and when they had made an end of the in- 
habitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy 
another. 24 And when Judah came toward the 
watch-tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the 
multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen 
to the earth, and none escaped. 25 And when 
Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the 
spoil of them, they found among them in abundance 
both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, 
(which they stripped off for themselves,) more than 
they could carry away : and they were three days in 
gathering of the spoil, it was so much. 

Note. — A very humble prayer, (v. 11, 12,. 13,) and a 
very great deliverance. The deeper our felt need of 
the Lord, and our felt dependence on him, the 
greater confidence may we have that He will hear 
and answer us. 



Hezekiah for the unprepared for the Passover. Answered 

immediately. 

2 Chronicles xxx. — 18 For a multitude of the 
people, even many of Ephraim, and Manasseh, 
Xssachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, 
yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was 
written : but Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The 
good Lord pardon every one 19 that prepareth his 
heart to seek God, the Lord God of his fathers, 
though he be not cleansed according to the purifica- 
tion of the sanctuary. 20 And the Lord hearkened 
to Hezekiah, and healed the people. 
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Abfe. — We are not to look for the pardon of defi- 
ciencies and def eets and gaortmming in God's people 
ma matter of coarse. They should be confessed, 
and the pardon of them asked in earnest prayer. 



The priests for the people. Answered immediately. 

2 Chronicles xxx. — 27 Then the priests the Levites 
arose and blessed the people : and their voice was 
heard, and their prayer came up to his holy dwelling- 
place, even onto heaven. 

Note. — Happy the congregation when the closing 
benediction is answered by a shower of blessing. 



Eezekiah and Isaiah regarding Sennacherib. Answered 

immediately. 

2 Chronicles xxxi. — 20 And for this cause Hezekiah 
the king, and the prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, 
prayed and cried to heaven. 21 And the Lord sent 
an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, 
and the leaders and captains in the camp of the king 
of Assyria : so he returned with shame of face to his 
own land. And when he was come into the house of 
his god, they that came forth of his own bowels slew 
him there with the sword. 

Note. — The king and the prophet uniting in prayer for 
protection and deliverance from the blasphemers of 
Jehovah, and enemies of his people, might well expect 
a favourable answer. The highest and most power- 
ful need so to pray : the humblest and feeblest so 
praying, will obtain the victory over the blasphemers 
oi God and enemies of his people. 
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Manasseh in his captivity. Answered. 

2 Chronicles xxxiii. — 10 And the Lord spake to 
Manasseh, and to his people ; but they would not 
hearken. 11 Wherefore the Lord brought upon them 
the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, which 
took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him 
with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. 12 And 
when he was in affliction, he besought the Lord his 
God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers, 13 And prayed unto him : and he was 
entreated of him, and heard his supplication, and 
brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. 
Then Manasseh knew that the Lord he was God. 

28 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his 
prayer unto his God, arid the words of the seers that 
spake to him in the name of the Lord God of Israel, 
behold, they are written in the book of the Kings of 
Israel : 19 His prayer also, and how God was en- 
treated of him, and all his sins, and his trespasses, 
and the places wherein he built high places, and set up 
groves and graven images, before he was humbled, 
behold, they are written among the sayings of the 
seers. 

20 So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in his own house : and Amon his son 
reigned in his stead. 

iVo/e.— Blessed is affliction, when through the grace 
and Spirit of God it leads to conversion and newness 
of ]Life. 
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EZRA. 

Ezra at Ahava. Answered immediately. 

Ezra viii. — 21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at 
the river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves 
before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, 
and for our little ones, and for all our substance. 22 
For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of 
soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy 
in the way : because we had spoken unto the king, 
saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for 
good that seek him ; but his power and his wrath is 
against all them that forsake him. 23 So we fasted, 
and besought our God for this; and he was entreated 
of us. 

Note. — In seeking public mercies there should be not 
merely private, but also public prayers. 



Ezra because of the people's transgression. 

Ezra lx. — 5 And at the evening sacrifice I arose up 
from my heaviness; and having rent my garment 
and my mantle, I fell upon my knees, and spread 
out my hands unto the Lord my God, 6 And said, O 
my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face 
to thee, my God : for our iniquities are increased 
over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the 
heavens. 7 Since the days of our fathers have we 
been in a great trespass unto this day ; and for our 
iniquities have we, our kings, and our priests, been 
delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, to 
the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to con- 
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fusion of face, as it is this day. 8 And now for a 
little space grace hath been shewed from the Lord 
our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give 
us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten 
our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. 
9 For we were bond-men ; yet our God hath not 
forsaken us in our bondage, but hath extended mercy 
unto us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us 
a reviving, to set up the house of our God, and to 
repair the desolations thereof, and to give us a wall 
in Judah and in Jerusalem. 10 And now, O our 
God, what shall we say after this 1 for we have for- 
saken thy commandments, 11 which thou hast com- 
manded by thy servants the prophets, saying, The 
land, unto which ye go to possess it, is an unclean 
land with the filthiness of the people of the lands, 
with their abominations, which have filled it from 
one end to another with their uncleanness. 12 Now 
therefore give not your daughters unto their sons, 
neither take their daughters unto your sons, nor seek 
their peace or their wealth for ever ; that ye may be 
strong, and eat the good of the land, and leave it for 
an inheritance to your children for ever. 13 And 
after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and 
for our great trespass, seeing that thou our God hast 
punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and hast 
given us such deliverance as this; 14 Should we 
again break thy commandments, and join in affinity 
with the people of these abominations 1 wouldest not 
thou be angry with us till thou hadst consumed us, 
so that there should be no remnant nor escaping 1 
15 Lord God of Israel, thou art righteous ; for we 
remain yet escaped; as it is this day : \k&k&&,^* «x^ 
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before thee in our trespasses ; for we cannot stand 
before thee because of this. 

Note. — A prayer not of petitions, but of deep-felt, 
humble confession of sins. We may carry our sense 
of sin, and our sorrow for it to the footstool of 
God's throne of grace, and leave them there. God 
knows what we mean and what to do with our con- 
fessions. 



NEHEMIAH. 

Nehemiah in Judatis desolations. 

Nekemiah i. — 4 And it came to pass, when I heard 
these words, that I sat down and wept and mourned 
certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God 
of heaven, 5 And said, I beseech thee, Lord God 
of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth 
covenant and mercy for them that love him, and 
observe his commandments : 6 let thine ear now be 
attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear 
the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee 
now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy 
servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, 
which we have sinned against thee : both I and my 
father's house have sinned. 7 We have dealt very 
corruptly against thee, and have not kept the com- 
mandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, 
which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 8 
Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou com- 
mandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, 
I will scatter you abroad among the nations : 9 but if 
ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and 
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do them, though there were of you cast out unto the 
'uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them 
from thence, and will bring them unto the place that 

I have chosen to set my name there. 10 Now these 
are thy servants, and thy people, whom thou hast 
redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 

II O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be 
attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the 
prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name ; 
and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and 
grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was 
the king's cup-bearer. 

Note. — Note the thoroughness of the confession of sins, 
the faith in pleading the promises, and the particu- 
larity of the request with which it concludes : — it is 
a good prayer, and God heard and answered it. 



Nehemiah in the king's presence. Answered immediately. 

Nehemiah ii. — 4 Then the king said unto me, For 
what dost thou make request ? So I prayed to the 
God of heaven. 5 And I said unto the king, If it 
please the king, and if thy servant have found favour 
in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, 
unto the city of my father's sepulchres, that I may 
build it. 6 And the king said unto me (the queen 
also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey 
be ? and when wilt thou return 1 So it pleased the 
king to send me ; and I set him a time. 7 Moreover, 
I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters 
be given me to the governors beyond the river, that 
they may convey me over, till I come into Judah ; 8 
And a letter unto Asaph the keeper oi \Jfcfc ^eou£% 
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forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for 
the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, 
and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I 
shall enter into. And the king granted me, according 
to the good hand of my God upon me. 

Note. — We have here a silent prayer — prayer in the 
heart, darted up in the instant, and at once to God, 
in the presence of the king and his courtiers. Such 
prayers we should pray very often. They are very 
precious and effectual. We can pray, then, at any 
time, and in any circumstances — in a crowd, in 
sudden danger, in sudden pressing temptation, in 
difficult or important duty, in felt weakness. It is 
well often to apply by silent heart-prayer for grace, 
guidance, deliverance. 



Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah iv. — 4 Hear, our God; for we are 
despised : and turn their reproach upon their own 
head, and give them for a prey in the land of cap- 
tivity ; 5 and cover not their iniquity, and let not 
their sin be blotted out from before thee : for they 
have provoked thee to anger before the builders. 
6 So built we the wall : and all the wall was joined 
together unto the half thereof: for the people had 
a mind to work. 

Note. — It is very dangerous to oppose and reproach 
God's people and cause, because God Himself can be 
appealed to against those who do so. 



Nehemiah and the Jews. 
Nehemiah iv. — 9 Nevertheless we made our prayer 
unto our God, and set a watch against them day and 
night, because of them. 
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Note. — An example of the combination of prayer and 
means, a combination which ought to be, wherever 
practicable. 



Nehemidh. 

Nehemiah v. — Think upon me, my God, for good, 
according to all that I have done for this people. 

Note. — Not as if he thought he had made God his 
debtor, but as feeling that God's approbation was all 
the reward that he desired. 



Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah vi. — 9 For they all made us afraid, saying, 
Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it 
be not done. Now therefore, God, strengthen my 
hands. 



Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah vi. — 14 My God, think thou upon Tobiah 
and Sanballat according to these their works, and on 
the prophetess* Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, 
that would have put me in fear. 

Note. — It is well when we can truly make God judge 
in the controversies we have with others. 



The Levites and people. 
Chapter ix. — 1 Now in the twenty and fourth day 
of this month, the children of Israel were assembled 
with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon 
them. 2 And the seed of Israel separated themselves 
from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, 
and the iniquities of their fathers. Z keAXtas^ *ta*A 
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up in their place, and read in the book of the law of 
the Lord their God one fourth part of the day ; and 
another fourth part they confessed, and worshipped 
the Lord their God. 

4 Then stood up upon the stairs, of the Levites, 
Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Shere- 
biah, Bani, and Chenani, and cried with a loud voice 
unto the Lord their God. 5 Then the Levites, 
Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, 
Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, Stand up 
and bless the Lord your God for ever and ever ; and 
blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted above 
all blessing and praise. 6 Thou, even thou, art Lord 
alone : thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
with all their host, the earth, and all things that are 
therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou 
preservest them all ; and the host of heaven worship- 
ped thee. 7 Thou art the Lord the God, who didst 
choose Abram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur of 
the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of Abraham : 
8 And foundest his heart faithful before thee, and 
madest a covenant with him, to give the land of the 
Canaanites, the Uittites, the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the Girgashites, to 
give it, I say, to his seed, and hast performed thy 
words ; for thou art righteous : 9 And didst see the 
affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and heardest their 
cry by the Red sea: 10 And shewedst signs and 
wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all his servants, and 
on all the people of his land ; for thou knewest that 
they dealt proudly against them : so didst thou get 
thee a name, as it is this day. 11 And thou didst 
divide the sea before them, so that they went through 
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the midst of the sea on the dry land : and their per- 
secutors thou threwest into the deeps, as a stone into 
the mighty waters. 12 Moreover, thou leddest them 
in the day by a cloudy pillar, and in the night by a 
pillar of fire, to give them light in the way wherein 
they should go. 13 Thou earnest down also upon 
mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, 
and gavest them right judgments and true laws, good 
statutes and commandments : 14 And madest known 
unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them 
precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses 
thy servant: 15 And gavest them bread from heaven 
for their hunger, and broughtest forth water for them 
out of the rock for their thirst, and promisedst them 
that they should go in to possess the land which thou 
hadst sworn to give them. 16 But they and our 
fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and 
hearkened not to thy commandments, 17 And re- 
fused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders 
that thou didst among them ; but hardened their 
necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to 
return to their bondage : but thou art a God ready to 
pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and forsookest them not. 18 Yea, 
when they had made them a molten calf, and said, 
This is thy god that brought thee up out of Egypt, 
and had wrought great provocations ; 19 Yet thou, 
in thy manifold mercies, forsookest them not in the 
wilderness : the pillar of the cloud departed not from 
them by day, to lead them in the way ; neither the 
pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and the 
way wherein they should go. 20 Thou gavest also 
thy good Spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not 
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thy manna from their mouth, and gayest them water 
for their thirst. 21 Yea, forty years didst thou sus- 
tain them in the wilderness, so that they lacked 
nothing : their clothes waxed not old, and their feet 
swelled not. 22 Moreover, thou gavest them king- 
doms and nations, and didst divide them into corners : 
so they possessed the land of Sihon, and the land of 
the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king of 
Bashan. 23 Their children also multipliedst thou 
as the stars of heaven, and broughtest them into the 
land concerning which thou hadst promised to their 
fathers, that they should go in to possess it. 24 So 
the children went in and possessed the land, and thou 
subduedst before them the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, and gavest them into their hands, with 
their kings, and the people of the land, that they 
might do with them as they would. 25 And they 
took strong cities, and a .fat land, and possessed 
houses full of all goods, wells digged, vineyards, and 
oliveyards, and fruit-trees in abundance : so they did 
eat, and were filled, and became fat, and delighted 
themselves in thy great goodness. 26 Nevertheless 
they were disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and 
cast thy law behind their backs, and slew thy pro- 
phets, which testified against them to turn them to 
thee; and they wrought great provocations. 27 
Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand of 
their enemies, who vexed them: and in the time 
of their trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou 
heard est them from heaven ; and, according to thy 
manifold mercies, thou gavest them saviours, who 
saved them out of the hand of their enemies. 28 But 
after they had rest, they did evil again before thee : 
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therefore leftest thou them in the hand of their 
enemies, so that they had the dominion over them : 
yet when they returned, and cried unto thee, thou 
heardest them from heaven ; and many times didst 
thou deliver them, according to thy mercies ; 29 And 
testifiedst against them, that thou mightest bring 
them again unto thy law; yet they dealt proudly, 
and hearkened not unto thy commandments, but 
sinned against thy judgments.W if a man do, he 
shall live in them,) and withdrew the shoulder, and 
hardened their neck, and would not hear : 30 Yet 
many years didst thou forbear them, and testifiedst 
against them by thy Spirit in thy prophets: yet 
would they not give ear : therefore gavest thou them 
into the hand of the people of the lands. 31 Never- 
theless, for thy great mercies' sake, thou didst not 
utterly consume them, nor forsake them: for thou 
art a gracious and merciful God. 32 Now therefore, 
our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, 
who keepest covenant and mercy, let not all the 
trouble seem little before thee that hath come upon 
us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, 
and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all 
thy people, since the time of the kings of Assyria 
unto this day. 33 Howbeit thou art just in all that 
is brought upon us ; for thou hast done right, but we 
have done wickedly : 34 Neither have our kings, 
our princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept thy law, 
nor hearkened unto thy commandments, and thy 
testimonies, wherewith thou didst testify against 
them. 35 For they have not served thee in their 
kingdom, and in thy great goodness that thou gavest 
them, and in the large and fat land which thou 
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gavest before them, neither turned they from their 
wicked works. 36 Behold, we are servants this 
day : and for the land that thou gayest unto our 
fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, and the good thereof, 
behold, we are servants in it : 37 And it yieldeth 
much increase unto the kings whom thou hast set 
over us because of our sins : also they have dominion 
over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their plea- 
sure ; and we are in great distress. 38 And because 
of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it ; 
and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it. 

Note, — The recitation of the Lord's mercies to our 
fathers and ourselves is fitted to produce deep 
humility in confessing sin, and beget encouragement 
to return to the Lord, and join ourselves to him on 
his own terms. 



Nehemiah. 



Nehemiah xiii. — 10 And I perceived that the 
portions of the Levites had not been given them : for 
the Levites and the singers, that did the work, were 
fled every one to his field. 1 1 Then contended I with 
the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God for- 
saken 1 And I gathered them together, and set them 
in their place. 12 Then brought all Judah the tithe 
of the corn, and the new wine, and the oil, unto the 
treasuries. 13 And I made treasurers over the 
treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the 
scribe ; and of the Levites, Pedaiah ; and next to 
them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mat- 
taniah : for they were counted faithful ; and their 
office was to distribute unto their brethren. H Ee- 
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member me, my God, concerning this, and wipe 
not out my good deeds that I have done for the house 
of my God, and for the offices thereof. 

Note. Let us study to be, as Nehemiah evidently was, 
in habitual communication with God by prayer, in 
connection with all the duties of our situation in 
life. 



Nehemiah. 



Nehemiah xiii. — 15 In those days saw I in Judah 
some treading wine-presses on the sabbath, and 
bringing in sheaves, and lading asses ; as also wine, 
grapes, and figs, and all : manner of burdens, which 
they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath-day : 
and I testified against them in the day wherein they 
sold victuals. 16 There dwelt men of Tyre also 
therein, which brought fish, and all manner of ware, 
and sold on the sabbath unto the children of Judah, 
and in Jerusalem. -17 Then I contended with the 
nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing 
is this that ye do, and profane the sabbath-day 1 18 
Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring 
all this evil upon us, and upon this city 1 yet ye 
bring more wrath upon Israel, by profaning the sab- 
bath. 19 And it came to pass, that when the gates 
of Jerusalem began to be dark before the sabbath, I 
commanded that the gates should be shut, and charged 
that they should not be opened till after the sabbath : 
and some of my servants set I at the gates, that there 
should no burden be brought in on the sabbath-day. 
20 So the merchants, and sellers of all kind of ware, 
lodged without Jerusalem once or twice.. 1\ T\\stclY 

I 
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testified against them, and said unto them, Why lodge 
je about the wall f if ye do so again, I will lay hands 
on you. From that time forth came they no more on 
the sabbath. 22 And 1 commanded the Levites, that 
they should cleanse themselves, and that they should 
come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath-day. 
Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and 
spare me according to the greatness of thy mercy. 

Note. — Under a humble consciousness of usefulness, we 
may pray to be spared for farther usefulness. 



Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah xiii. — 28 And one of the sons of Joiada, 
the son of Eliashib the high priest, was son-in-law to 
Sanballat the Horonite : therefore I chased him from 
me. 29 Remember them, my God, because they 
have defiled the priesthood, and the covenant of the 
priesthood, and of the Levites. 

Note, — We may ask God to remember evil doers to 
convert them from their evil Ways ; or if they shall 
persist in their mischievous devices, to punish and 
hinder them from injuring his cause and people. 



Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah xiii. — 30 Thus cleansed I them from all 
strangers, and appointed the wards of the priests and 
the Lovites, every one in his business ; 31 and for 
the wood-offering, at times appointed, and for the 
first-fruits. Remember me, my God, for good. 

Note* — To be remembered by God for good is tfce 
greatest of all sources of blessings. May our desires 
and prayers for good always include a reference to 
Qod as the giver of that good! 
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ESTHER. 

Esther and her maidens, and Mordecai and the Jews. 

Esther iv. — 15 Then Esther bade them return 
Mordecai this answer ; 16 Go, gather together all the 
Jews that are at present in Shushan, and fast ye for ' 
me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or 
day : I also and my maidens will fast likewise ; and 
so will I go in unto the king, which is not according 
to the law : and if I perish, I perish. 17 So Morde- 
cai went his way, and did according to all that Esther 
had commanded him. 

Note. — No prayer is mentioned, but it must undoubt- 
edly have accompanied the fasting. It is well in the 
prospect of danger, or of difficult and important 
duties, to go to God and cast ourselves on his care 
for protection, safety, and guidance. 



JOB. 

Job yii. — 17 What is man, that thou shouldest 
magnify him 1 and that thou shouldest set thine heart 
upon him 1 18 And that thou shouldest visit him 
every morning, and try him every moment 1 19 How 
long wilt, thou not depart from me, nor let me alone, 
till I swallow down my spittle 1 20 I have sinned : 
what shall I do unto thee, Thou Preserver of men ! 
why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that 
I am a burden to myself] 21 And why dost thou not 
pardon my transgression, and take away mine iniquity] 
for now shall I sleep in the dust ; and thou shalt seek 
me in the morning, but I shall not be. 
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Note. — God, in tender condescension, allows his people 
to set their case in order before him, according to 
their own view of it; yet care must be taken, 
in so doing, not to accuse God. 



Job — expostvlatory prayer. 

Job x. — 2 I will say unto God, Do not condemn 
me : shew me wherefore thou contendest with me. 3 
Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress % that 
thou shouldest despise the work of thine hands 1 and 
shine upon the counsel of the wicked 1 4 Hast thou 
eyes of flesh 1 or seest thou as man seeth ? 5 Are thy 
days as the days of man 1 are thy years as man's 
days, 6 that thou enquirest after mine iniquity, and 
searchest after my sin? 7 Thou knowest that 
I am not wicked ; and there is none that can deliver 
out of thine hand. 8 Thine hands have made me, 
and fashioned me together round about; yet thou 
dost destroy me. 9 Kemember, I beseech thee, that 
thou hast made me as the clay ; and wilt thou bring 
me into dust again ? 10 Hast thou not poured me 
out as milk, and curdled me like cheese 1 11 Thou 
hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced 
me with bones and sinews. 12 Thou hast granted me 
life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my 
spirit. 13 And these things hast thou hid in thine 
heart : I know that this is with thee. 14 If I sin, 
then thou markest me ; and thou wilt not acquit me 
from mine iniquity. 15 If I be wicked, woe unto me ; 
and if I be righteous, yet will I not lift up my head. 
I am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine 
affliction ; 16 for it increaseth. Thou huntest me as 
a fierce lion ; and again thou shewest thyself marvel- 
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lous upon me. 17 Thou renewest thy witnesses 
against me, and increasest thine indignation upon me ; 
changes and war are against me. 18 Wherefore then 
hast thou brought me forth out of the womb 1 Oh 
that 1 had given up the ghost, and no eye had seen 
me ! 191 should have been as though I had not been : 
I should have been carried from the womb to the 
grave. 20 Are not my days few ? cease then, and let 
me alone, that I may take comfort a little, 21 before 
I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of 
darkness, and the shadow of death ; 22 a land of 
darkness, as darkness itself: and of the shadow of 
death, without any order, and where the light is as 
darkness. 

Note. — It is a great relief in deep affliction to pour out 
the heart to God, and God in tender condescension 
bears with much on these occasions, even when it 
assumes the form of complaint. Still let us be care- 
ful to justify and trust God, for 

" Behind a frowning Providence * 

He hides a smiling face." 



General prayer by Job. 

Job xiii. — 20 Only do not two things unto me; 
then will I not hide myself from thee. 21 Withdraw 
thine hand far from me ; and let not thy dread make 
me afraid : 22 Then call thou, and I will answer ; or 
let me speak, and answer thou me. 23 How many 
are mine iniquities and sins ? make me to know my 
transgression and my sin. 24 Wherefore hidest thou 
thy face, and holdest me for thine enemy 1 25 Wilt 
thou break a leaf driven to and fro 1 and wilt thou 
pursue the dry stubble ? 26 For thou. mM \>\\X«t 
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things against me, and makest me to possess the 
iniquities of my youth. 27 Thou puttest my feet 
also in the stocks, and lookest narrowly unto all my 
paths ; thou settest a print upon the heels of my feet. 
28 And he, as a rotten thing, consumeth, as a gar- 
ment that is moth-eaten. 

Chapter xiv. — 1 Man that is born of a woman is of 
few days, and full of trouble. 2 He cometh forth 
like a flower, and is cut down : he fleeth also as a 
shadow, and continueth not. 3 And dost thou open 
thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest me into 
judgment with thee ? 4 Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean 1 not one. 5 Seeing his days are 
determined, the number of his months are with thee ; 
thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass. 
6 Turn from him, that he may rest, till he shall 
accomplish, as an hireling, his day. 7 For there is 
hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout 
again, and that the tender branch thereof will not 
cease. 8 Though the root thereof wax old in the 
earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground ; 9 Yet 
through the scent of water it will bud, and bring 
forth boughs like a plant. 10 But man dieth, and 
wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and 
where is he 1 1 1 As the waters fail from the sea, 
and the flood decayeth and drieth up; 12 so man 
lieth down, and riseth not : till the heavens be no 
more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their 
sleep. 13 Oh that thou wouldest hide me in the 
grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy 
wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set 
time, and remember me ! 14 If a man die, shall he 
live again 1 All the days of my appointed time will 
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I wait, till my change come. 15 Thou shalt call, and 
I will answer thee : thou wilt have a desire to the 
work of thine hands. 16 For now thou numberest 
my steps : dost thou not watch over my sin ? 17 My 
transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest 
up mine iniquity. 18 And surely the mountain falling 
cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of his 
place. 19 The waters wear the stones : thou washest 
away the things which grow out of the dust of the 
earth ; and thou destroyest the hope of man. 20 
Thou prevailest for ever against him, and he passeth : 
thou changest his countenance, and sendeth him away. 
21 His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not ; 
and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of 
them. 22 But his flesh upon him shall have pain, 
and his soul within him shall mourn. 

- Note, — When man's sympathy and help fail the be- 
liever, let him betake himself to God, and spread out 
his case before him. Job had spoken to his friends, 
and had gotten no comfort ; now he goes to God, 
and confers with him. 



Job's appeal to God. 
Job xxx. — 20 I cry unto thee, and thou dost not 
hear me ; I stand up, and thou regardest me not. 21 
Thou art become cruel to me ; with thy strong hand 
thou opposest thyself against me. 22 Thou liftest 
me up to the wind ; thou causest me to ride upon it, 
and dissolvest my substance. 23 For I know that 
thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house ap- 
pointed for all living. 

Note. — Even in our deepest misery let us beware of 
accusing God. 
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Job's confession. 

Job xl. — 3 Then Job answered the Lord, and said, 
4 Behold, I am vile ; what shall I answer thee ? I 
will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 5 Once have I 
spoken, but I will not answer ; yea, twice, but I will 
proceed no further. 

Note. — When we come really to deal with God, all 
thought of justifying ourselves vanishes. In the 
presence of his holiness and justice, how vile we see 
ourselves to be ! 



Job's submission. 

Job xlii. — 1 Then Job answered the Lord, and 
said, 2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and 
that no thought can be withholden from thee. 3 
Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge 1 
therefore have I uttered that I understood not ; 
things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 4 
Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak : I will demand 
of thee, and declare thou unto me. 5 I have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine eye 
seeth thee : 6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes. 

Note. — A true and near acquaintance with God cannot 
but show us our own sinfulness, and produce deep 
humility in his presence. 



Job prays for his three friends. Accepted immediately. 

Job xlii. — 7 And it was so, that, after the Lord had 
spoken these words unto Job, the Lord said to Eli- 
phaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, 
and against thy two friends : for ye have not spoken 
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of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath. 
8 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and 
seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up 
for yourselves a burnt-offering, and my servant Job 
shall pray for you ; for him will I accept ; lest I deal 
with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken 
of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job. 
9 So Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the 
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite, went and did 
according as the Lord commanded them : the Lord 
also accepted Job. 10 And the Lord turned the 
captivity of Job when he prayed for his friends : 
also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had 
before. 

Note. — 1. How the Lord sets his seal to the value of 
intercessory prayer — prayer for one another. 2. 
How greatly he is offended with our misrepresenting 
him to our fellows. 3. How in praying for others 
we often get a blessing for both ourselves and them. 



The prayers in the Book of Psalms are omitted. 
To extract them would be to copy the greater portion 
of the Psalms. 
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PROVERBS. 

A gar's prayer. 

Proverbs xxx. — 7 Two things have I required of 
thee ; deny me them not before I die' : 8 Remove 
far from me vanity and lies ; give me neither poverty 
nor riches ; feed me with food convenient for me : 
9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the 
Lord 1 or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name 
of my God in vain. 

Note. — Those who Lave a right sense of the evil of sin, 
will pray to be kept even from every kind of 
temptation to sin. 



ISAIAH. 

Isaiah — general. 

Isaiah xxxiii. — 2 Lord, be gracious unto us : we 
have waited for thee : be thou their arm every 
morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble. 
3 At the noise of the tumult the people fled : at the 
lifting up of thyself the nations were scattered. 

Note. — In the midst of public troubles, prayer is the 
refuge of the people of God. 



Hezekiah regarding the Assyrians. Answered immediately. 

Isaiah xxxvii. — 14 And Hezekiah received the 
letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it : 
and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lord, 
and spread it before the Lord. 15 And Hezekiah 
prayed unto the Lord, saying, 16 Lord of hosts, 
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God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, 
thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth : thou hast made heaven and earth. 17 
Incline thine ear, Lord, and hear ; open thine eyes, 
Lord, and see ; and hear all the words of Sennach- 
erib, which hath sent to reproach the living God. 18 
Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste 
all the nations, and their countries, 19 and have cast 
their gods into the fire : for they were no gods, but 
the work of men's hands, wood and stone ; therefore 
they have destroyed them. 20 Now therefore, O 
Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord, even thou only. 

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Whereas 
thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of 
Assyria : 22 this is the word which the Lord hath 
spoken concerning him, The virgin, the daughter of 
Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn ; 
the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at 
thee. 23 Whom hast thou reproached and blas- 
phemed ; and against whom hast thou exalted 
thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even 
against the Holy One of Israel. 24 By thy servants 
hast thou reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the 
multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height 
of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I 
will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice 
fir-trees thereof : and I will enter into the height of 
his border, and the forest of his CarmeL 25 I have 
digged, and drunk water; and with the sole of my 
feet have I dried up all the rivexa of \3aa \*fci\<a^&L 
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places. 26 Hast thou not heard long ago, how I 
hare done it ; and of ancient times, that I have 
formed it ? now hare I brought it to pass, that thou 
shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities into ruinous 
heaps. 27 Therefore their inhabitants were of small 
power, they were dismayed and confounded: they 
were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb : 
as the grass on the house-tops, and as corn blasted 
before it be grown up. 28 But I know thy abode, 
and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage 
against me. 29 Because thy rage against me, and 
thy tumult, is come up into mine ears ; therefore will 
I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, 
and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou 
earnest. 30 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye 
shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the 
second year that which springeth of the same ; and 
in the third year, sow ye, and reap, and plant vine- 
yards, and eat the fruit thereof. 31 And the 
remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward : 
32 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant and 
they that escape out of mount Zion : the zeal of the 
Lord of hosts shall do this. 33 Therefore thus saith 
the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, He shall 
not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor 
come before it with shields, nor cast a bank, against 
it. 34 By the way that he came, by the same shall 
he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the 
Lord. 35 For I will defend this city to save it, for 
mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

36 Then the angel of the Lord went forth, and 
smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred and 
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fourscore and five thousand : and when they arose 
early in the morning, behold, they were all dead 
corpses. 

So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and 
went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 38 And it 
came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of 
Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his 
sons smote him with the sword ; and they escaped 
into the land of Armenia : and Esar-haddon his son 
reigned in his stead. 

Note. — When the offence is plainly against God, and 
against his cause and truth, as well as a threatening 
of evil to ourselves, we may with freedom and con- 
fidence spread the matter before God, and leave the 
issues in his hand. 



Hezekiah in sickness. Answered immediately. 

Isaiah xxxviii. — 1 In those days was Hezekiah sick 
unto death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of 
Amoz, came unto him, and said unto him, Thus 
saith the Lord, Set thine house in order : for thou 
shalt die, and not live. 2 Then Hezekiah turned his 
face toward the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, 3 
And said, Kemember now, Lord, I beseech thee, 
how I have walked before thee in truth, and with a 
perfect heart, and have done that which is good in 
thy sight : and Hezekiah wept sore. 

4 Then came the word of the Lord to Isaiah, say- 
ing, 5 Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, 
the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, 
I have seen thy tears ; behold, I will add unto thy 
days fifteen years. 9 And I will deliver thee and 
this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria : and 
I will defend this city. 7 And this &ta\\.\& feiugpL 
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unto thee from the Lord, that the Lord will do this 
thing that he hath spoken : 8 Behold, I will bring 
again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down 
in the sun-dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So 
the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was 
gone down. 

Note. — Mortal sickness often comes to a believer in the 
midst of prosperity and usefulness. Such a one may 
pray, and others may join in the prayer that, if it be 
God's will, such a one may be spared for further 
and increased usefulness. 



Hezekiatis prayer of thanksgiving. 

Isaiah xxxviii. — 14 Lord, I am oppressed ; under- 
take for me. 15 What shall I say? he hath both 
spoken unto me, and himself hath done it : I shall go 
softly all my years m the bitterness of my soul. 16 
Lord, by these things men live, and in all these 
things is the life of my spirit : so wilt thou recover 
me, and make me to live. 17 Behold, for peace I had 
great bitterness : but thou hast in love to my soul 
delivered it from the pit of corruption : for thou hast 
cast all my sins behind thy back. 18 For the grave 
cannot praise thee : death cannot celebrate thee : 
they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy 
truth. 19 The living, the living, he shall praise thee, 
as I do this day ; the father to the children shall make 
known thy truth. 20 The Lord was ready to save me ; 
therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instru- 
ments all the days of our life in the house of the Lord. 

Note. — Thanksgiving should follow the answer to 
prayer, for surely it is good always to acknowledge 
with true humble gratitude God's blessings bestowed 
upon us. 
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Isaiah— a prayer of thanksgiving. 

Isaiah lxiii. — 15 Look down from heaven, and 
behold from the habitation of thy holiness and of thy 
glory : where is thy zeal apd thy strength, the sound- 
ing of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward me ? are 
they restrained ? 16 Doubtless thou art our Father, 
though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel ac- 
knowledge us not : thou, O Lord, art our Father, our 
Redeemer ; thy name is from everlasting. 

17 Lord, why hast thou made us to err from 
thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear ? 
Eeturn for thy servants' sake, the tribes of thine 
inheritance. 18 The people of thy holiness have 
possessed it but a little while : our adversaries have 
trodden down thy sanctuary. 19 We are thine : 
thou never barest rule over them; they were not 
called by thy name. 

4 Note.— It is well when God's children, in the midst of 
trials, can remind him of covenant relations, and 
humbly plead their interest in them. 



Isaiah — or the Church for the Lord's presence and mercies. 

Isaiah lxiv. — 1 Oh that thou wouldest rend the 
heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the 
mountains might flow down at thy presence ; 2 As 
when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the 
waters to boil ; to make thy name known to thine 
adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy 
presence ! 3 When thou didst terrible things which 
we looked not for, thou earnest down, the mountains 
flowed down at thy presence. 

4 For since the beginning of the world men have 
not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither \^\JcL\5afc 
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eye seen, God, besides thee, what he hath prepared 
for him that waiteth for him. 5 Thou meetest him 
that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness ; those that 
remember thee in thy ways : behold, thou art wroth ; 
for we have sinned : in those is continuance, and we 
shall be saved. 6 But we are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags ; and 
we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away. 7 And there is none that 
calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to 
take hold of thee ; for thou hast hid thy face from us, 
and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 8 
But now, Lord, thou art our Father : we are the 
clay, and thou our potter ; and we all are the work 
of thy hand. 

9 Be not wroth very sore, Lord, neither re- 
member iniquity for ever : behold, see, we beseech 
thee, we are all thy people. 10 Thy holy cities are 
a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a 
desolation. 11 Our holy and our beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised thee, is burnt* up with fire : 
and all our pleasant things are laid waste. 12 Wilt 
thou refrain thyself for these things, Lord ? wilt 
thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore ? 

Note. — An inspired prayer provided for Judah in 
captivity in Babylon, and partially answered in the 
partial return of Judah to their own land : but it 
is well fitted and doubtless designed for the church 
of Christ to express her pleading with her great 
Head till he deliver her out of her present state of 
depression and conflict, and bring her into the 
liberty, expansion, and triumph of millennial times. 
Let God's people often present this prayer to God, 
assured that it will be heard and answered. 
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JEREMIAH. 

Jeremiah deprecating the prophetical office. Answered 

immediately. 

Jeremiah i. — 4 Then the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, 5 Before I formed thee in the belly 
I knew thee ; and before thou earnest forth out of the 
womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet 
unto the nations. 6 Then said I, Ah Lord God ! 
behold, I cannot speak ; for I am a child. 

7 But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a 
child : for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, 
and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 
8 Be not afraid of their faces : for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, saith the Lord. 9 Then the Lord put 
forth his hand, and touched my mouth : and the 
Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in 
thy mouth. 10 See, I have this day set thee over 
the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, and 
to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to 
build, and to plant. 

Note. — However weak and unworthy we may judge 
ourselves to be, let us remember that "God's bid- 
dings are enablings." He sends none a warfare on 
their own charges. 



Jeremiah — a complaint. 

Jeremiah v. — 1 Run ye to and fro through the 

streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 

seek in the broad places thereof, if* ye can find a man, 

if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh 

the truth ; and I will pardon it. 2 And though they 

say, The Lord liveth ; surely they sweat foAs&Vj. **> 

K 
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O I/wd, are not thine era upon the troth I thou 
hast stricken them, but they hare not grieved ; thou 
hast consumed them, bat they have refused to receive 
correction : ther hare made their faces harder than 
a rock ; they have refused to return. 

Note. — Whilst pleading for mercy to ourselves and 
others, we most humbly acknowledge the justice of 
God's severity, should he please to exercise it. 



A forbidder of prayer. 

Jeremiah viL — 13 And now, because ye have done 
all these works, saith the Lord, and I spake unto 
you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not ; 
and I called you, but ye answered not ; 14 Therefore 
will I do unto this house, which is called by my 
name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I 
gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to 
Hhiloh. 15 And I will cast you out of my sight, as 
I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole 
seed of Ephraim. 16 Therefore pray not thou for 
this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, 
neither make intercession to me : for I will not hear 
thee. 

Note, — The prophet forbidden to pray for his country- 
men. It is a fearful judgment on sinners when the 
Lord separates them from the prayers of his people. 



Jeremiah. 

Jtrmiah x. — 23 Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself : it is not in man that walketh 
to direct his steps, 24 Lord, correct me, but with 
judgment ; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me 
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to nothing. 25 Pour out thy fury upon the heathen 
that know thee not, and upon the families that call 
not on thy name : for they have eaten up Jacob, and 
devoured him, and consumed him, and have made 
his habitation desolate. 

Note. — 1. A great step towards getting direction from 
God, is to feel our absolute need of it. 2. When we 
acknowledge that we deserve correction, and through 
grace are willing to submit to it, we may plead 
with God to make it light ; for he has no pleasure 
in our sufferings, but in our repentance, amendment, 
holiness. 



Jeremiah against the men of Anathoth. Answered 

immediately. 

Jeremiah xi. — 18 And the Lord hath given me 
knowledge of it, and I know it : then thou shewedst 
me their doings. 19 But I was like a lamb or an 
ox that is brought to the slaughter ; and I knew not 
that they had devised devices against me, saying, 
Let us destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, and 
let us cut him off from the land of the living, that 
his name may be no more remembered. 20 But, O 
Lord of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest 
the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on 
them ; for unto thee have I revealed my cause. 21 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of the men of Anathoth, 
that seek thy life, saying, Prophesy not in the 
name of the Lord, that thou die not by our hand : 
22 therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts * Behold, I 
will punish them : the young men shall die by the 
sword ; their sons and their daughters shall die by 
famine : 23 and there shall be no remnant of t\\&\£L\ 
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for I will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even 
the year of their visitation. 

. Note. — Prayer with regard to the active enemies of 
God's truth and people, should be, first, that they 
may be brought to repentance and amendment; 
and if they will have none of that, then, that they 
be destroyed, in vindication of God's just govern- 
ment of all things. 



Jeremiah against the wicked of the land. 

Jeremiah xii. — 1 Righteous art thou, Lord, when 
I plead with thee : yet let me talk with thee of thy 
judgments : wherefore doth the way of the wicked 
prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal 
very treacherously ? 2 Thou hast planted them ; yea, 
they have taken root : they grow ; yea, they bring 
forth fruit : thou art near in their mouth, and far 
from their reins. 3 But thou, Lord, knowest me : 
thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward 
thee : pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and 
prepare them for the day of slaughter. 4 How long 
shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field 
wither, for the wickedness of them that dwell 
therein? the beasts are consumed, and the birds; 
because they said, He shall not see our last end. 

Note. — We must not permit our darkness as to God's 
dispensations, ever to lead us to entertain hard 
thoughts of him. We must have perfect confidence 
(he challenges perfect confidence) in his power, 
wisdom, and love, even when in infinite conde- 
scension he permits us to reason with him about 
the events of his providence, and when he does not 
fall in with our views and reasonings. 
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Jeremiah for the Lord's mercies. 

Jeremiah xiv. — 7 Lord, though our iniquities 
testify against us, do thou it for thy name's sake : 
for our backslidings are many ; we have sinned 
against thee. 8 the hope of Israel, the Saviour 
thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as 
a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that 
turneth aside to tarry for a night ? 9 Why shouldest 
thou be as a man astonished, as a mighty man that 
cannot save ? yet thou, Lord, art in the midst of 
us, and we are called by thy name ; leave us not. 

Note. — Confession of sins should go before prayers for 
the removal of judgments. 



JeremiaKs complaint of the false prophets. Answered 

immediately. 

Jeremiah xiv. — 13 Then said I, Ah, Lord God ! 
behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see 
the sword, neither shall ye have famine ; but I will 
give you assured peace in this place. 14 Then the 
Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in 
my name : I sent them not, neither have I com- 
manded them, neither spake unto them : they 
prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and 
a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. 
15 Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the 
prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them 
not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in 
this land ; By sword and famine shall those prophets 
be consumed. 16 And the people to whom they 
prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem, 
because of the famine and the sword ; and tWj ^\\a&. 
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hare none to bury them; them, their wives, nor 
their sons, nor their daughters : for I will poor their 
wickedness upon them. 

Note. — Nothing can be more offensive to God, than to 
speak falsely in his name. 



Jeremiah — deprecatory of the wrath of God. 

Jeremiah xiv. 1 7 Therefore thou s halt say this word 
unto them, Let mine eyes run down with tears night 
and day, and let them not cease; for the virgin 
daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, 
with a very grievous blow. 18 If I go forth into the 
field, then behold the slain with the sword ! and if I 
enter into the city, then behold them that are sick 
with famine ! yea, both the prophet and the priest 
go about into a land that they know not. 19 Hast 
thou utterly rejected Judah ? hath thy soul loathed 
Zion 1 why hast thou smitten us and there is no heal- 
ing for us 1 we looked for peace, and there is no good, 
and for the time of healing, and behold trouble! 20 
We acknowledge, Lord, our wickedness, and the 
iniquity of our fathers ; for we have sinned against 
thee. 21 Do not abhor us, for thy name's sake: do 
not disgrace the throne of thy glory : remember, 
break not thy covenant with us. 22 Are there any 
among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause 
rain}? or can the heavens give showers 1 Art not 
thou he, Lord our God 1 therefore we will wait 
upon thee ; for thou hast made all these things. 

Note, — It is well when from the heart we can restearnest 
prayer to God on a regard to his own honour and 
glory. 



THE PRAYERS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 151 



Jeremiah against adversaries. — Answered immediately. 

Jeremiah xv. 15 Lord, thou knowest : remember 
me, and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors ; 
take me not away in thy long-suffering : know that 
for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. 16 Thy words 
were found, and I did eat them : and thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart : for I 
am called by thy name, Lord God of hosts. 17 1 
sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; 
I sat alone because of thy hand : for thou hast filled 
me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain perpetual, 
and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be healed 1 
wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, and as 
waters that fail 1 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord, If thou return 
then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand 
before me : and if thou take forth the precious from 
the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth : let them 
return unto thee ; but return not thou unto them. 20 
And I will make thee unto this people a fenced 
brazen wall : and they shall fight against thee, but 
they shall not prevail against thee ; for I am with thee 
to save thee and to deliver thee, saith the Lord. 21 
And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, 
and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible. 

Note. — 1. How necessary to watch against human infir- 
mity mingling itself with our reasoning with God in 
prayer! And 2. how gracious and long-suffering 
God is in dealing with his peoples' prayers, passing 
over what is amiss, and answering what is according 
to that which is right and good ! 
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Jeremiah for healing. 

Jeremiah xvii. 12 A glorious high throne from the 
beginning is the place of our sanctuary. 13 Lord, 
the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be 
ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be 
written in the earth, because they have forsaken the 
Lord, the fountain of living waters. 14 Heal me, 
Lord, and I shall be healed ; save me and I shall be 
saved : for thou art my praise. 

15 Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word 
of the Lord % let it come now. 16 As for me, I have 
not hastened from being a pastor to follow thee: 
neither have I desired the woeful day; thou knowest: 
that which came out of my lips was right before thee. 
17 Be not a terror unto me : thou art my hope in the 
day of evil. 18 Let them be confounded that perse- 
cute me, but let not me be confounded ; let them be 
dismayed, but let not me be dismayed : bring upon 
them the day of evil, and destroy them with double 
destruction. 

Note, — Happy they who in putting themselves under 
the protection of God, and asking deliverance from 
sin, can spread out their heart and life before God ! 



Jeremiah against enemm. 

Jeremiah xviii. — 18 Then said they, Come, and let 
us devise devices against Jeremiah ; for the law shall 
not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, 
nor the word from the prophet : come, and let us 
smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed 
to any of his words. 19 Give heed to me, O Lord, 
and hearken to the voice of them that contend with 
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me. 20 Shall evil be recompensed for good? for 
they have digged a pit for my soul. Remember that 
I stood before thee to speak good for them, and to 
turn away thy wrath from them. 21 Therefore de- 
liver up their children to the famine, and pour out 
their blood by the force of the sword ; and let their 
wives be bereaved of their children, and be widows ; 
and let their men be put to death ; let their young 
men be slain by the sword in battle. 22 Let a cry 
be heard from their houses, when thou shalt bring a 
troop suddenly upon them ; for they have digged a 
pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet. 23 Yet, 
Lord, thou knowest all their counsel against me to 
slay me : forgive not their iniquity, neither blot out 
their sin from thy sight, but let them be overthrown 
before thee; deal thus with them in the time of 
thine anger. 

Note. — Prayer to God is his people's never-failing 
refuge from their enemies. With our limited know- 
ledge we should pray for the conversion and salva- 
tion of the worst enemies of God and of ourselves ; 
and yet, for the truth's sake, and for the Sake of 
God's people, we may pray for the destruction of the 
obstinately and impenitently wicked. 



Jeremiah — a complaint, 

Jeremiah xx. — 7 Lord, thou hast deceived me, 
and I was deceived ; thou art stronger than I, and 
hast prevailed : I am in derision daily, every one 
mocketh me. 8 For since I spake, I cried out, I 
cried violence and spoil ; because the word of the 
Lord was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, 
daily. 9 Then I said, I will not make mfcT&\fc\v dl 
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him, nor speak any more in his name : but his word 
was in mine heart as a burning fire shnt up in my 
hemes, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could 
not stay. 

10 For I heard the defaming of many, fear on 
every side. Report, say they, and we will* report it. 
All my familiars watched for my halting, saying, 
Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall pre- 
vail against him, and we shall take our revenge on 
him. 11 But the Lord is with me as a mighty 
terrible one ; therefore my persecutors shall stumble, 
and they shall not prevail : they shall be greatly 
ashamed ; for they shall not prosper : their everlast- 
ing confusion shall never be forgotten. 12 But, 
Lord of hosts, that triest the righteous, and seest 
the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on 
them : for unto thee have I opened my cause. 13 
Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord ; for he hath 
delivered the soul of the poor from the hand of 
evil-doers. 

Note. — Where there ia sore perplexity and great dis- 
tress, God is very pitiful and forbearing to the 
thoughts of his people's hearts, and the language 
they use to him. Nevertheless, it is very needful for 
us when in darkness and perplexity, to be careful 
what we think of God, and how we address him in 
pray or. 



«/cwm mA after buying the field of HanameeL Answered 

immediately. 

Jtrtminh xxxii. — 16 Now when I had delivered 
tlw ovuUvnet* of the purchase unto Baruch the son of 
Kwiah, 1 prayed unto the Lord, saying, 17 Ah 
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Lord God ! behold thou hast made the heaven and 
the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, 
and there is nothing too hard for thee : 18 Thou 
shewest loving-kindness unto thousands, and 1 recom- 
pensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of 
their children after them : the Great, the Mighty 
God, the Lord of hosts, is his name. 19 Great in 
counsel, and mighty in work : for thine eyes are open 
upon all the ways of the sons of men : to give every 
one according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings : 20 Which hast set Signs and wonders 
in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in 
Israel, and among other men ; and hast made thee a 
name, as at this day; 21 And hast brought forth 
thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, 
and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with 
a stretched out arm, and with great terror ; 22 And 
hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to 
their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk 
and honey ; 23 And they came in, and possessed it ; 
but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy 
law ; they have done nothing of all that thou com- 
mandest them to do : therefore thou hast caused all 
this evil to come upon them : 24 Behold the 
mounts, they are come unto the city to take it ; and 
the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, that 
fight against it, because of the sword, and of the 
famine, and of the pestilence ; and what thou hast 
spoken is come to pass ; and, behold, thou seest it 
25 And thou hast said unto me, Lord God, Buy 
thee the field for money, and take witnesses ; for the 
city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

26 Then came the word of the Lord unto JereicAaiv^ 
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saying, 27 Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all 
flesh : is there anything too hard for me 1 28 There- 
fore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will give this city 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take 
it. 29 And the Chaldeans, that fight against this 
city, shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it 
with the houses upon whose roofs they have offered 
incense unto Baal, and poured out drink-offerings 
unto other gods, to provoke me to anger. 30 For 
the children of Israel, and the children of Judah, 
have only done evil before me from their youth : for 
the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger 
with the work of their hands, saith the Lord. 31 
For this city hath been to me as a provocation of 
mine anger and of my fury, from the day that they 
built it even unto this day, that I should remove it 
from before my face ; 32 because of all the evil of 
the children of Israel, and of the children of Judah, 
which they have done to provoke me to anger, they, 
their kings, their princes, their priests, and their 
prophets, and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. 33 And they have turned unto me 
the back, and not the face : though I taught them, 
rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not 
hearkened to receive instruction. 34 But they set 
their abominations in the house which is called by 
my name, to defile it. 35 And they built the high 
places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to 
pass through the fire unto Molech, which I com- 
manded them not, neither came it into my mind, that 
they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin. 



THE PRAYERS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 157 

36 And now therefore thus saith the Lord, the 
God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, 
It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, by the sword, and by the famine, and by 
the pestilence ; 37 Behold, I will gather them out 
of all countries whither I have driven them in mine 
anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath ; and I 
will bring them again unto this place, and I will 
cause them to dwell safely ; 38 And they shall be 
my people, and I will be their God : 39 And I will 
give them one heart, and one way, that they may 
fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their 
children after them : 40 And I will make an ever- 
lasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away 
from them, to do them good ; but I will put my fear 
in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. 
41 Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, 
and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my 
whole heart, and with my whole soul. 42 For thus 
saith the Lord, Like as I have brought all this great 
evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all 
the good that I have promised them. 43 And fields 
shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is 
desolate without man or beast ; it is given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans. 44 Men shall buy fields for 
money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and 
take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the 
places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, 
and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities 
of the valley, and in the cities of the south : for I 
will cause their captivity to return, saith the Lord. 

Note. — God, in love to his troubled praying people, 
here, in answer to Jeremiah's prayer, and to <^&& 
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hii mind, tdk knof things Art were to come to 
that ms people in all age*, when apparently no 
er k given to their peajeis. mar be aime d that 

he bean them, and will in due time attend to all 

the mat tent to which they relate. 



God calls on Jeremiah to pray. 

Jeremiah xxxiii. — 1 Moreover, the word of the Lord 
came onto Jeremiah the second time, (while he was 
yet shut op in the court of the prison,) saying, 2 Thus 
saith the Lord, the maker thereof, the Lord that 
formed it, to establish it ; The Lord is his name ; 
3 Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew 
thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest 
not. 

Note. — God is willing to be prayed to, from a prison 
as well as from a palace — from a pallet of straw, 
as from a gilded couch. 



Jeremiah's prayer for direction for the people, and 

answer thereto. 

Jeremiah xlii. — 1 Then all the captains of the forces, 
and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the 
son of Hoshaiah, and all the people, from the least 
even unto the greatest, came near, 2 and said unto 
Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we beseech thee, our sup- 
plication be accepted before thee, and pray for us 
unto the Lord thy God, even for all this remnant : 
(for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes do 
behold us ; ) 3 that the Lord thy God may shew us 
the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that 
wo may do. 4 Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto 
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them, I have heard you ; behold, I will pray unto the 
Lord your God according to your words ; and it shall 
come to pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall 
answer you, I will declare it unto you : I will keep 
nothing back from you. 5 Then they said to 
Jeremiah, The Lord be a true and faithful witness 
between us, if we do not even according to all things 
for the which the Lord thy God shall send thee to us. 
6 Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will 
obey the voice of the Lord our God, to whom we 
send thee; that it may be well with us, when we 
. obey the voice of the Lord our God. 

7 And it came to pass after ten days, that the 
word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah. 8 Then 
called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces which were with him, and all 
the people, from the least even to the greatest, 9 and 
said unto them, Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel, unto whom ye sent me to present your suppli- 
cation before him ; 10 If ye will still abide in this 
land, then will I build you, and not pull you down ; 
and I will plant you, and not pluck you up : for I 
repent me of the evil that I have done unto you. 
1 1 Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom 
ye are afraid ; be not afraid of him, saith the Lord : 
for I am with you to save you, and to deliver you 
from his hand. 12 And I will shew mercies unto 
you, that he may have mercy upon you, and cause 
you to return to your own land. 13 But if ye say, 
We will not dwell in this land, neither obey the 
voice of the Lord your God, 14 saying, No ; but we 
will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no 
war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor have 
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hanger of bread; and there will we dwell: 15 
And now therefore hear the word of the Lord, ye 
remnant of Jadah ; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel, If ye wholly set your faces to 
enter into Egypt, and go to sojourn there ; 16 Then 
it shall come to pass, that the sword, which ye feared, 
shall overtake yon there in the land of Egypt; 
and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, shall follow 
close after yon there in Egypt ; and there ye shall 
die. 17 So shall it be with all the men that set 
their faces to go into Egypt, to sojourn there ; they 
shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the 
pestilence : and none of them shall remain or escape 
from the evil that I will bring upon them. 18 For 
thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, As 
mine anger and my fury hath been poured forth upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem; so shall my fury be 
poured forth upon you, when ye shall enter into 
Egypt : and ye shall be an execration, and an aston- 
ishment, and a curse, and a reproach ; and ye shall 
see this place no more. 

19 The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye 
remnant of Judah, Go ye not into Egypt: know 
certainly that I have admonished you this day. 20 
For ye dissembled in, your hearts, when ye sent me 
unto the Lord your God, saying, Pray for us unto 
the Lord our God ; and according unto all that the 
Lord our God shall say, so declare unto us, and we 
will do it. 21 And now I have this day declared it 
to you; but ye have not obeyed the voice of the 
Lord your God, nor any thing for the which he hath 
sent mo unto you. 22 Now therefore know certainly, 
that ye shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by 
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the pestilence, in the place whither ye desire to go 
and to sojourn. 

Note. — Let us pray for others, especially when they 
ask our prayers ; for God answers prayer for others 
as well as prayers for ourselves. 



LAMENTATIONS. 

Jeremiah in distress. 

Lamentations i. — 20 Behold, Lord ; for I am in 
distress : my bowels are troubled ; mine heart is 
turned within me ; for I have grievously rebelled : 
abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there is as 
death. 21 They have heard that I sigh : there is 
none to comfort me : all mine enemies have heard of 
my trouble ; they are glad that thou hast done it : 
thou wilt bring the day that thou hast called, and 
they shall be like unto me. 22 Let all their wicked- 
ness come before thee ; and do unto them, as thou 
hast done unto me for all my transgressions : for my 
sighs are many, and my heart is faint. 

Note. — We must exclude no one of God's attributes 
from being owned and honoured in our prayers — his 
justice and truth, as well as his mercy and grace 
and love. 



Jeremiah's appeal to the Lord. 

Lamentations ii. — 20 Behold, Lord, and consider 
to whom thou hast done this. Shall the women eat 
their fruit, and children of a span long 1 shall the 
priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary q£ 

L 
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the Lord ? 21 The young and the old lie on the 
ground in the streets : my virgins and my young men 
are fallen by the sword : thou hast slain them in the 
day of thine anger ; thou hast killed, and not pitied. 
22 Thou hast called, as in a solemn day, my terrors 
round about ; so that in the day of the Lord's anger 
none escaped nor remained : those that I have 
swaddled and brought up hath mine enemy con- 
sumed. 

Note. — Sometimes all that we can do is to spread out 
our piteous case before the Lord, and without pre- 
suming to make any request, to leave the disposal 
of it in his hands. 



Jeremiah! s confession and complaint. 

Lammtatimis iii. 41 Let us lift up our heart with 
our hands unto God in the heavens. 42 We have 
transgressed, and have rebelled : thou hast not 
pardoned. 43 Thou hast covered with anger, and 
persecuted us : thou hast slain, thou hast not pitied. 
44 Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that our 
prayer should not pass through. 45 Thou hast made 
us as the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the 
people. 46 All our enemies have opened their 
mouths against us. 47 Fear and a snare is come 
upon us, desolation and destruction. 48 Mine eye 
runneth down with rivers of water for the destruction 
of the daughter of my people. 49 Mine eye trickleth 
down, and ceaseth not, without any intermission, 50 
Till the Lord look down, and behold from Heaven. 
51 Mine eye affecteth mine heart, because of all the 
daughters of my city. 52 Mine enemies chased me 
Bore, like a bird, without cause. 53 They have cut 
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off my life in the dungeon, and cast a stone upon me. 
54 Waters flowed over mine head ; then I said, I am 
cut off. 

55 I called upon thy name, Lord, out of the low 
dungeon. 56 Thou hast heard my voice ; hide not 
thine ear at my breathing, at my cry. 57 Thou 
drewest near in the day that I called upon thee : 
thou saidst, Fear not. 58 Lord, thou hast pleaded 
the causes of my soul ; thou hast redeemed my life. 
59 O Lord, thou hast seen my wrong ; judge thou 
my cause. 90 Thou hast seen all their vengeance, 
and all their imaginations against me ; 61 Thou hast 
heard their reproach, O Lord, and all their imagina- 
tions against me ; 62 The lips of those that rose up 
against me, and their device against me all the day. 
63 Behold their sitting down, and their rising up ; 
I am their musick. 64 Kender unto them a recom- 
pence, Lord, according to the work of their hands. 

65 Give them sorrow of heart, thy curse unto them. 

66 Persecute and destroy them in anger from under 
the heavens of the Lord. 

Note. — It is no unusual thing for God's people in dis- 
tress to be divided between faith and sense. In the 
foreground of all their prayers at such seasons, 
therefore, let this prayer be found, " Lord, increase 
our faith." 



The Church's prayer of complaint 
Lamentations v. — 1 Remember, Lord, what is 
come upon us ; consider, and behold our reproach. 
2 Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses 
to aliens. 3 We are orphans and fatherless, our 
mothers are as widows. 4 We havs ix\xx&sfc. wa 
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water for money ; our wood is sold unto us. 5 Our 
necks are under persecution : we labour, and have no 
rest. 6 We have given the hand to the Egyptians, 
and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread. 7 
Our fathers have sinned, and are not ; and we have 
borne their iniquities. 8 Servants have ruled over 
us : there is none that doth deliver us out of their 
hand. 9 We gat our bread with the peril of our 
lives, because of the sword of the wilderness. 10 
Our skin was black like an oven, because of the 
terrible famine. 11 They ravished the women in 
Zion, and the maids* in the cities of Judah. 12 
Princes are hanged up by their hand : the faces of 
elders were not honoured. 13 They took the young 
men to grind, and the children fell under the wood. 
14 The elders have ceased from the gate, the young 
men from their musick. 15 The joy of our heart is 
ceased ; our dance is turned into mourning.. 16 The 
crown is fallen from our head : woe unto us, that we 
have sinned! 17 For this our heart is faint; for 
these things our eyes are dim. 18 Because of the 
mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk 
upon it. 19 Thou, Lord, remainest for ever ; thy 
throne from generation to generation. 20 Where- 
fore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake us so 
long time ? 21 Turn thou us unto thee, Lord, and 
we shall be turned ; renew our days as of old. 22 
But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou art very 
wroth against us. 

Note. — Here we have lamentation and prayer mingled. 
Lamentation and complaint to God without prayer 
expressed or implied, is sin. 
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EZEKIEL. 

Ezekiel deprecating the Lord's judgments. Be/used. 

Ezehiel ix. — 8 And it came to pass, while they were 
slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, 
and cried, and said, Ah Lord God ! wilt thou de- 
stroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of 
thy fury upon Jerusalem ? 9 Then said he unto me, 
The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is 
exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the 
city full of perverseness : for they say, The Lord hath 
forsaken the earth, and the Lord seeth not. 10 And 
as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will 
I have pity ; but I will recompense their way upon 
their head. 

Note. — It well becomes sinners saved by grace to be 
full of pity for suffering sinners ; nor is God dis- 
pleased with this pity, provided it runs not into 
murmuring and rebellion against His righteous 
judgments. 



Ezekiel deprecating judgment. 

Ezekiel xi. — 13 And it came to pass, when I pro- 
phesied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died : then 
fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud 
voice, and said, Ah, Lord God ! wilt thou make a full 
end of the remnant of Israel % 

Note. — God's people may plead that sinners be brought 
to repentance, and not destroyed in their sins. 
Pelatiah was cut off in his sins ; was it to be so also 
with all the offending remnant oi lexa&Y* 
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EzeTcieVs com/plaint. 

Ezekiel xx. — 45 Moreover, the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying, 46 Son of man, set thy face 
toward the south, and drop thy word toward the 
south, and prophesy against the forest of the south 
field ; 47 and say to the forest of the south, Hear the 
word of the Lord ; thus saith the Lord God, Behold, 
I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour every 
green tree in thee, and every dry tree ; the flaming 
flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the 
south to the north shall be burnt therein. 48. And 
all flesh shall see that I the Lord have kindled it : 
it shall not be quenched. 49 Then said I, Ah, Lord 
God ! they say of me, Doth he not speak parables 1 

Note. — Let us study to be so true in all things that 
when men misunderstand or misrepresent us, we can 
appeal to God. 



DANIEL. 

Daniel and his companions for a revelation of the Una's 
dream. Answered immediately. 

Daniel ii. — 14 Then Daniel answered with counsel 
and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king's guard, 
which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon : 
15 he answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, 
Why is the decree so hasty from the king ? Then 
Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. 16 Then 
Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would 
give him time, and that he would shew the king the 
interpretation. 17 Then Daniel went to his house, 
and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and 
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Azariah, his companions : 18 That they would desire 
mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret j 
that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with 
the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a 
night vision. 

Note. — See here honour put on united prayer. It is 
well to have praying friends. 



DanieTs thanksgiving prayer for the revelation of the 

king's secret. 

Daniel ii. — 19 Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven. 20 Daniel answered and said, Blessed be 
the name of God for. ever and ever : for wisdom and 
might are his : 21 and he changeth the times and the 
seasons : he removeth kings, and setteth up kings : 
he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledga to 
them that know understanding : 22 he revealeth the 
deep and secret things : he knoweth what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. 23 I 
thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my 
fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and 
hast made known unto me now what we desired of 
thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the 
king's matter. 

Note. — When we get the blessings we ask, let us not 
fail to give God thanks for it 



Daniel after the decree of Darivs forbidding prayer. 

Daniel vi. — 10 Now when Daniel knew that the 
writing was signed, he went into his house ; and, his 
windows being open in his chamber tomx&^scviss&ssa^ 
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he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime. 1 1 Then these men assembled, and found 
Daniel praying and making supplication before his 
God 

Xfde. — There are times when we must openly witness 
for Christ at whatever hazard or cost. May our 
gracious God give us true wisdom, and enable us to 
fear him, and have no other fear ! 



Daniels confession of sins, and prayer for (he restoration 
of Jerusalem. — An answer immediately given. 

Daniel ix. — 1 In the first year of Darius the son of 
Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans ; 2 in the first 
year of his reign, I Daniel understood by books 
the number of the years, whereof the word of the 
Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would 
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jeru- 
salem. 

3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by 
prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, 
and ashes : 4 And I prayed unto the Lord my God, 
and made my confession, and said, Lord, the great 
and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy 
to them that love him, and to them that keep his 
commandments ; 5 we have sinned, and have com- 
mitted iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts, and 
from thy judgments ; 6 neither have we hearkened 
unto tiiy servants the prophets, which spake in thy 
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name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and 
to all the people of the land. 7 Lord, righteousness 
belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, 
as at this day ; to the men of Judah, and to the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are 
near, and that are far off, through all the countries 
whither thou hast driven them, because of their tres- 
pass that they have trespassed against thee. 8 O 
Lord to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, 
to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sin- 
ned against thee. 9 To the Lord our God belong mer- 
cies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against 
him; 10 neither have we obeyed the voice of the 
Lord our God, to walk in his laws, which he set be- 
fore us by his servants the prophets. 11 Yea, all 
Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, 
that they might not obey thy voice ; therefore the 
curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written 
in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we 
have sinned against him. 12 And he hath confirmed 
his words, which he spake against us, and against our 
judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great 
evil : for under the whole heaven hath not been done 
as hath been done upon Jerusalem. 13 As it is writ- 
ten in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us : 
yet made we not our prayer before the Lord our God, 
that we might turn from our iniquities, and under- 
stand thy truth. 14 Therefore hath the Lord watched 
upon the evil, and brought it upon us : for the Lord 
our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth : 
for we obeyed not his voice. 15 And now, Lord 
our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of 
the land of Egypt with a mighty hmd, fcxAVsafc ^V 
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ten thee renown, as at this day ; we have sinned, we 
have done wickedly. 

16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I 
beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned 
away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain : 
because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our 
fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a re- 
proach to all that are about us. 17 Now therefore, 
O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his 
supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy 
sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake. 18 
my God, incline thine ear, and hear ; open thine eyes, 
and behold our desolations, and the city which is 
called by thy name : for we do not present our sup- 
plications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for 
thy great mercies. 19 Lord, hear ; O Lord, for- 
give ; Lord, hearken and do ; defer not, for thine 
own sake, my God ; for thy city and thy people 
are called by thy name. 

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and 
confessing my sin, and the sin of my people Israel, 
and presenting my supplication before the Lord my 
God for the holy mountain of my God; 21 Yea, 
whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man 
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the begin- 
ning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about 
the time of the evening oblation. 22 And he informed 
me, and talked with me, and said, Daniel, I am 
now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 
23 At the beginning of thy supplications the com- 
mandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee ; 
for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand 
the matter, and consider the vision. 24 Seventy 
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weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon thy 
holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an 
end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal 
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most 
Holy. 25 Know therefore and understand, that from 
the going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince, shall 
be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks : the 
street shall be built again, and the wall even in troub- 
lous times. 26 And after three score and two weeks 
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself : and the 
people of the Prince that shall come shall destroy the 
city and the sanctuary ; and the end thereof shall be 
with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations 
are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the cove- 
nant with many for one week : and in the midst of 
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation 
to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations 
he shall make it desolate, even until the consumma- 
tion, and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolate. 

Note. — We have encouragement to study the Word of 
God — even the prophetical parts of itr-with reverent 
sobermindedness, and to cany the fruits or results of 
our studies to him in our prayers. 



Answer to DanieVs Prayer. 

Daniel x. — 10 And, behold, an hand touched me, 
which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of 
my hands. 1 1 And he said unto me, O Itac&s^ ^ 
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man greatly beloved, understand the words that I 
speak onto thee, and stand upright, for unto thee am 
I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto 
me, I stood trembling. 12 Then said he unto me, 
Fear not, Daniel : for from the first day that thou 
didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten 
thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, And I 
am come for thy words. 

Note. — Daniel's prayers brought down an angel sent to 
give an answer to them — a wonderful occurrence. 
But is it not more wonderful still, when the things 
asked in our poor prayers are conveyed to us by the 
hand of Jehovah himself? 



HOSEA. 
A prayer of Rosea. 

Rosea ix. — 14 Give them, Lord: what wilt 
thou give 1 give them a miscarrying womb and dry 
breasts. 

Note. — Better this, than that their children should 
perish miserably by cruel hands. God permits us, in 
submission to his will, to ask the lesser impending 
evil, if evil must come. 



A prayer to he used by penitents. 

Rosea xiv. — 2 Take with you words, and turn to 
the Lord : say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and 
receive us graciously : so will we render the calves of 
our lips. 3 Asshur shall not save us ; we will not 
ride upon horses ; neither will we say any more to 
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the work of our hands, Ye are our gods : for in thee 
the fatherless findeth mercy. 

Note. — Here God puts words of prayer into the mouth ; 
usually it is into the heart of his praying people 
that he puts his Spirit. Either way, it is a most 
blessed gift of God. 



JOEL. 

Joel bewailing the desolation of his country. 

Joel i. — 19 Lord, to thee will I cry : for the fire 
hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and 
the flame hath burnt all the trees of the field. 20 
The beasts of the field cry also unto thee ; for the 
rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath 
devoured the pastures of the wilderness. 

Note. — There is help for man and beast in God, when 
all other help is vain. 



AMOS. 

Amos for deliverance from judgments. Answered 

immediately. 

Amos vii. — 2 And it came to pass, that when they 
had made an end of eating the grass of the land, then 
I said, Lord God, forgive, I beseech thee : by 
whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small. 3 The 
Lord repented for this: It shall not be, saith the 
Lord. 

Note. — In any calamity, public or private, let our prayer 
be, in the first instance, for the pardon of sin. If 
we get that, the calamity will issue in good to \i&. 
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^mfls for deliverance from judgments. Answered 

immediately. 

Amos vii. — 4 Thus hath the Lord God shewed 
unto me ; and, behold, the Lord God called to con- 
tend by fire, and it devoured the great deep, and did 
eat up a part. 5 Then said I, Lord God, cease, I 
beseech thee : by whom shall Jacob arise 1 for he is 
small 6 The Lord repented for this : This also shall 
not be, saith the Lord God. 

Note. — Both in this and the preceding instance, the 
prophet's prayer stopped the judgment. Let us here 
and elsewhere note the fact, whilst we cannot tell 
how it does so. 



JONAH. 

The first prayer of the mariners. 

Jonah i. — 4 But the Lord sent out a great wind 
into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the 
sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 5 Then 
the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto 
his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the 
ship into the sea, to lighten it of them : but Jonah 
was gone down into the sides of the ship ; and he lay, 
and was fast asleep. 6 So the shipmaster came to 
him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, 
sleeper 1 arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God 
will think upon us, that we perish not. 

Note. — It is a principle of natural religion that God is 
to be prayed to. These men were heathens, yet 
every one of them had a god, and in their danger 
prayed to him. How many in Christian lands never 
pray, and are living without God ! 
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The mariners' second prayer. 

Jonah i. — 12 And he said unto them, Take me up, 
and cast me forth into the sea ; so shall the sea be 
calm unto you : for I know that for my sake this 
great tempest is upon you. 13 Nevertheless the 
men rowed hard to bring it to the land ; but they 
could not : for the sea wrought, and was tempestu- 
ous against them. 14 Wherefore they cried unto 
the Lord, and said, We beseech thee, Lord, we 
beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, 
and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, 
Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. 15 So they took 
up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea ; and the 
sea ceased from her raging. 16 Then the men 
feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice 
unto the Lord, and made vows. 

Note. — When we have a hard duty put upon us, let us 
seek to be sure that it is from God, and then let us 
go forward and do it, trusting in him. 



The prayer of Jonah. 

Jonah ii. — 1 Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his 
God out' of the fish's belly, 2 And said, I cried by 
reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard 
me ; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou 
heardest my voice. 3 For thou hadst cast me into 
the deep, in the midst of the seas ; and the floods 
compassed me about : all thy billows and thy waves 
passed over me. 4 Then I said, I am cast out of thy 
sight ; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 
5 The waters compassed me about even to the soul : 
the depth closed me round about, the weeds <<K*xfe 
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wrapped about my head. 6 I went down to the 
bottoms of the mountains ; the earth with her bars 
was about me for ever : yet hast thou brought up 
my life from corruption, O Lord my God. 7 When 
my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord ; 
and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy 
temple. 8 They that observe lying vanities forsake 
their own mercy. 9 But I will sacrifice unto thee 
with the voice of thanksgiving ; I will pay that that 
I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord. 

10 And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it 
vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

Note. — We have here a remarkable prayer from a re- 
markable place. We may pray in any place, and 
in any circumstances lay our confessions and peti- 
tions before God. No external things can come 
between God and us, or shut out our prayers from 
him, or his help to us in answer thereto. 



' The prayer of the Ninevites. Answered immediately. 

Jonah iii. — 6 For -word came unto the king of 
Nineveh ; and he arose from his throne, and he laid 
his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, 
and sat in ashes. 7 And he caused it to be pro- 
claimed and published through Nineveh, by the 
decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything ; let 
them not feed, nor drink water : 8 but let man and 
boast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily 
unto God ; yea, let them turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 

9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and 
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turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish 
not? 

10 And God saw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way ; and God repented of the evil 
that he had said that he would do unto them ; and 
he did it not. 

Note. — Another remarkable prayer — the prayer of a 
great community, moved, through the grace of God 
to pray, and that most willingly and earnestly, at 
the bidding of their king and his nobles ; who, on 
their part, were moved by the preaching of Jonah, 
Rent with a message to them from the Lord. A 
heathen, wicked city prayed, fasted, and repented, 
and God spared it. Whilst all who see their danger 
and feel their need, may pray to God, and should 
do so, will he not hear his own people who have, 
through grace, trusted in his love in Christ Jesus ! 



Jonah's repining prayer. 
Jonah iv. — 1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, 
and he was very angry. 2 And he prayed unto the 
Lord, and said, I pray thee, Lord, was not this my 
saying when I was yet in my country ? therefore I 
fled before unto Tarshish : for I knew that thou art 
a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 3 
Therefore now, Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life 
from me : for it is better for me to die than to live. 

4 Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be 
angry] 

Note. — A bad prayer, and best that it was not granted. 
Wrong prayers, especially when very earnestly 
insisted on, are sometimes granted as a punishment. 
And often things very earnestly asked, are mthhs&sL 
in mercy and love. 
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MIC AH. 

MkaKs prayer far (he people. 

Mkah viL — 14 Feed thy people with thy rod, the 
flock of thine heritage, which dwell solitarily in the 
wood, in the midst of Carmel : let them feed in 
Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old. 15 Ac- 
cording to the days of thy coming out of the land of 
Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous things. 

Note. — Former blessings are an encouragement to 
prayer for farther good which God allows and 
means. 



Mkah 9 8 prayer of confidence in the Lord. 

Mkah vii. — 18 Who is a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression 
of the remnant of his heritage ) he retaineth not his 
angor for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 19 
Ho will turn again, he will have compassion upon us ; 
ho will subdue our iniquities : and thou wilt cast all 
their sins into the depths of the sea. 20 Thou wilt 
perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to 
Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers 
from tho days of old. 

JVato. — Thanksgiving prayers by God's people generally 
put forgiveness of sin in the front place of blessings 
reooived from God. 



HABAKKUK. 

Jhbakhdis complaint Answered immediately. 
Habukkuk i — 1 The burden which Habakkuk the 
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prophet did see. 2 Lord, how long shall I cry, 
and thou wilt not hear ! even cry out unto thee of 
violence, and thou wilt not save ! 3 Why dost thou 
shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance ? 
for spoiling and violence are before me : arid there 
are that raise up strife and contention. 3 Therefore 
the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth : 
for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; 
therefore wrong judgment proceedeth. 

5 Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and 
wonder marvellously : for I will work a work in your 
days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you. 
6 For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and 
hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth 
of the land, to possess the dwellingplaces that are 
not their's. 7 They are terrible and dreadful : their 
judgment and their dignity shall proceed of them- 
selves. 8 Their horses also are swifter than the 
leopards, and are more fierce than the evening 
wolves : and their horsemen shall spread themselves, 
and their horsemen shall come from far ; they shall 
fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. 9 They shall 
come all for violence : their faces shall sup up as the 
east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the 
sand. 10 And they shall scoff at the kings, and the 
princes shall be a scorn unto them : they shall deride 
every strong hold ; for they shall heap dust, and take 
it. 11 Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass 
over, and offend, imputing this his power unto his 
god. 

Note. — It belongs to God's people to confess, complain 
of, and mourn over the wickedness abounding around 
them, as well as their own sins : such ca\&&s&&rc& %s& 
comphinta God allows and tegpxfo. 
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Habakhuk prays. Answered immediately. 

Habakkuh i. — 12 Art thou not from everlasting, 
Lord my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. 
O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgment; 
and, mighty God, thou hast established them for 
correction. 1 3 Thou art of purer eyes than to be- 
hold evil, and canst not look on iniquity : wherefore 
lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and 
holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the 
man that is more righteous than he? 14 And 
makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping 
things, that have no ruler over them 1 15 They take 
up all of them with the angle, they catch them in 
their net, and gather them in their drag ; therefore 
they rejoice and are glad. 16 Therefore they sacri- 
fice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag ; 
because by them their portion is fat, and their meat 
plenteous. 17 Shall they therefore empty their net, 
and not spare continually to slay the nations ? 

Chapter ii. — I will stand upon my watch, and set 
me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he 
will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I 
am reproved. 2 And the Lord answered me, and 
said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that readeth it. 3 For the 
vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end 
it shall speak, and not lie : though it tarry, wait for 
it ; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 
4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright 
in him : but the just shall live by his faith. 

Note. — Whilst we should, in our prayers, carry both 
the sins and calamities of the church to God, we 
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should ask forgiveness and wisdom for ourselves, 
and humbly and confidently commit the church to 
the care of her great Head. 



A prayer of Ealahhik for various things. 

Chapter iii. — A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet 
upon Shigionoth. 2 Lord, I have heard thy 
speech, and was afraid : Lord, revive thy work in 
the midst of the years, in the midst of the years 
make known ; in wrath remember mercy. 3 God 
came from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount 
Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and 
the earth was full of his praise. 4 And his bright- 
ness was as the light ; he had horns coming out of 
his hand : and there was the hiding of his power. 5 
Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals 
went forth at his feet. 6 He stood, and measured 
the earth : he beheld, and drove asunder the nations ; 
and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the 
perpetual hills did bow : his ways are everlasting. 
7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction : and the 
curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. 8 Was 
the Lord displeased against the rivers? was thine 
anger against the rivers 1 was thy wrath against the 
sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy 
chariots of salvation 1 9 Thy bow was made quite 
naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy 
word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with 
rivers. 10 The mountains saw thee, and they 
trembled : the overflowing of the water passed by : 
the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands 
on high. 1 1 The sun and moon stood still in their 
habitation : at the light of thins axiom N&ss'j ^<sek> 
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and at the shining of thy glittering spear. 12 Thou 
didst march through the land in indignation, thou 
didst thresh the heathen in anger. 13 Thou wentest 
forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation 
with thine anointed : thou woundedst the head out 
of the house of the wicked, by discovering the founda- 
tion unto the neck. Selah. 14 Thou didst strike 
through with his staves the head of his villages : they 
came out as a whirlwind to scatter me : their re- 
joicing was as to devour the poor secretly. 15 Thou 
didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through 
the heap of great waters. 16 When I heard, my 
belly trembled ; my lips quivered at the voice : 
rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in 
myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble : when 
he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them 
with his troops. 

17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat: the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd in the stalls : 18 yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 
The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my 
feet like hind's feet, and he will make me to walk 
upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my 
stringed instruments. 

Note. — Our having got an answer to our prayers should 
be no reason for our ceasing to pray. Our wants 
are many and constantly returning ; and the grace 
and goodness of God are very plenteous; and he 
does not weary of giving. Habakkuk having got 
an answer to previous prayers, returns to God with 
a larger and fuller praycs \Jfck»n\*iot^ 



NEW TESTAMENT. 



MATTHEW. 
The Lord *s prayer. 

Matthew vi. — 7 But when ye pray, use not vain 
repetitions, as the heathen do : for they think that 
they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be 
not ye therefore like unto them : for your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask 
him. 9 After this manner therefore pray ye : Our 
Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily 
bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation ; 
but deliver us from evil : For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Note. — See here the Royal warrant for prayer ! Who 
may gainsay the King? He commands to pray. 
Would he have done so, if there were no answer ? — 
nothing done, or given in answer to prayer? They 
who neglect prayer, disobey the King : they who 
deny prayer, reject Him. 



Jesus to the Father. 
Matthew xi. — 25 At that time Jesus answered and 
said, I thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid ihs&fc \Jcaa!^ ^rooi Kka, 
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wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 
26 Even so, Father : for so it seemed good in thy 
sight. 27 All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father : and no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father ; neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him. 

Note. — To be Christ-like we must have entire acqui- 
escence in the will of God. 



Jesus at providing for the five thousand. 

Matthew xiv. — 19 And he commanded the multi- 
tude to sit down on the grass, and took the five 
loaves, and the two fishes, and, looking up to heaven, 
he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his 
disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 20 
And they did all eat, and were filled : and they took 
up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets 
full. 21 And they that had eaten were about five 
thousand men, besides women and children. 

Note. — Christ, by his example, here shows us that we 
are to ask the blessing of God to accompany what 
we get and use for the nourishment of our bodies. 



Jesus at providing for the four thousand. 

Matthew xv. — 35 And he commanded the multi- 
tude to sit down on the ground. 36 And he took 
the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and 
brake them, and gave to his disciples, and the dis- 
ciples to the multitude. 37 And they did all eat, 
and were filled: and they took up of the broken 
meat that was left seven baskets full 38 And they 



THE PRAYERS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 185 

that did eat were four thousand men, besides women 
and children. 39 And he sent away the multitude, 
and took ship, and came into the coasts of Magdala. 

Note. — Were we to give thanks as often as God bestows 
good on us, what happy thankful lives we would 
live! 



Jesus at the Institution of the Supper. 

Matthew xxvi. — 26 And as they were eating, Jesus 
took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it 
to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my 
body. 27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it : 28 
For this is my blood of the new testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins. 

Note. — Without communication with God by blessing 
from him and thanksgiving from us, the most 
solemn ordinances of religion are cold, unprofitable, 
even occasions of sin. 



Jesus in Gethsemane. — 1. 

Matthew xxvi. — 36 Then cometh Jesus with them 
unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the 
disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 

37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. 

38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death : tarry ye here, and watch 
with me. 39 And he went a little further, and fell 
on his face, and prayed, saying, my Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me : nevertheless, not 
as I will, but as thou wilt. 40 And h& ocm<*ft!cL\a&& 



186 god's own testimony to prater. 

the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto 
Peter, What ! could ye not watch with me one hour? 
41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion : the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak 

Note. — The Son of God was in this strait when he was 
suffering for his people. If these things were done 
in the green tree, what would be done in the dry ? 



The same. — 2. 

Matthew xxvi. — 42 He went away again the second 
time, and prayed, saying, my Father, if this cup 
may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy 
will be done. 43 And he came and found them 
asleep again : for their eyes were heavy. 

Note. — In the deepest spiritual anguish let us speak to 
God as our Father. 



The same. — 3. 

Matthew xxvi. — 44 And he left them, and went 
away again, and prayed the third time, saying the 
same words. 45 Then cometh he to his disciples, 
and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your 
rest : behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, 
let us be going : behold, he is at hand that doth 
betray me. 

Note. — Let the main element of our prayers, even in 
our greatest distresses be, Father, thy will be done ! 
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MARK. 

Jesus praying in a solitary place. 
Mark i. — 35 And in the morning, rising up a great 
while before day, he went out, and departed into a 
solitary place, and there prayed. 

Note. — Christ's people will often, like him, seek a soli- 
tary place to pray in. 



Jesus making provision for the five thousand. 

Mark vi. — 41 And when he had taken the five 
loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, 
and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to 
his disciples to set before them ; and the two fishes 
divided he among them all. 42 And they did all eat, 
and were filled. 43 And they took up twelve baskets 
full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 44 And 
they that did eat of the loaves were about five 
thousand men. 

Note. — Christ's compassion and care extend to the bodily 
wants of His people, as well as to the concerns of 
their souls. Let us trust Him for both, and imitate 
His example in our conduct towards our fellow-men. 



Jesus praying alone on a mountain. 

Mark vi. — 45 And straightway he constrained his 
disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other 
side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the 
people. 46 And when he had sent them away, he 
departed into a mountain to pray. 47 And when 
even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, 
and he alone on the land. 
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Note. — Christ prayed often. Sorely, both for privilege 
and profit, we, who are his disciples and followers, 
should be much in secret prayer. 



Jesus making provision for (he four thousand. 

Mark viii. — 6 And he commanded the people to 
sit down on the ground : and he took the seven 
loaves, and gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his 
disciples to set before them ; and they did set them 
before the people. 7 And they had a few small fishes : 
and he blessed, and commanded to set them also 
before them. 8 So they did eat, and were filled : and 
they took up of the broken meat that was left seven 
baskets. 9 And they that had eaten were about four 
thousand : and he sent them away. 

Note. — The miracle is repeated. As our wants arise, 
Christ's provision for them is brought forth. 



Jesus 9 counsel regarding prayer. 

Mark xi. — 24 Therefore I say unto you, What 
things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
rocoivo them, and ye shall have them. 25 And when 
ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against 
any ; that your Father also which is in heaven may 
forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not 
forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven, 
forgive your trespasses. 

Note. — How can any one ask forgiveness from God and 
withhold it from a fellow-creature ! 



Jesus* first prayer in Gethsemane. 
Mark xiv. — 33 And he taketh with him Peter, and 
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James, and John, and began to be sore amazed, and 
to be very heavy ; 34 and saith unto them, My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful unto death : tarry ye here, and 
watch. 35 And he went forward a little, and fell on 
the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
hour might pass from him. 36 And he said, Abba, 
Father, all things are possible unto thee ; take away 
this cup from me : nevertheless not what I will, but 
what thou wilt. 37 And he cometh, and findeth them 
sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou ? 
couldest not thou watch one hour? 38 Watch ye, 
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation ; the spirit 
truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. 

Note. — How Christ's great sorrow, laid on him for our 
sins, should embitter our own sorrow for these sins, 
increase our hatred of them, and add to our love to 
the Lord Jesus ! 



Jesus 1 second prayer in Gethsemane. 

Mark xiv. — 39 And again he went away, and 
prayed, and spake the same words. 40 And when he 
returned, he found them asleep again ; (for their eyes 
were heavy ;) neither wist they what to answer him. 

Note. — We may warrantably go once and again to God 
with the same prayer, if no answer has come — but 
without murmuring or impatience. 



Jesus' third prayer in Gethsemane. 
Mark xiv. — 41 And he cometh the third time, and 
saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest : 
it is enough, the hour is come ; behold, the Son of 
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Rise 
up, let us go ; lo, he that betray eth ma i& afc \>&xA* 
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Note, — The issue of all our prayers should be perfect 
submission to the will of God in regard to the things 
asked. 



LUKE. 

Simeon on beholding Christ. 

Lake ii — 25 And, behold, there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon ; and the same 
man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel ; and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 
And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, 
that he should not see death, before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. 27 And he came by the Spirit into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, 
28 then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, 
and said, 29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy word : 30 For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, 31 which thou hast pre- 
pared before the face of all people; 32 a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel. 

Note. — As Matthew Henry has it, "Those who have 
welcomed Christ, may welcome death." 



Jems Christ at his baptism. 

Luke iii. — 21 Now, when all the people were bap- 
tized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, 
and praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the 
Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape, like a dove, 
upon him; and a voice came from heaven, which 
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said, Thou art my beloved Son ; in thee I am well 

pleased. 

Note. — Christ put honour on prayer by asking and 
receiving through his asking, " Ask of me, and I will 
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance/' &c. 
And here did he not ask in this prayer at his baptism, 
the descent of the Spirit, and the testimony from his 
Father which immediately followed? 



Jesus Christ in the wilderness. 

Luke v. — 16 And he withdrew himself into the 
wilderness, and prayed. 

Note. — The fullest occupation with lawful duties ought 
to leave time for secret prayer. 



Jesus Christ on a mountain. 

Luke vi. — 11 And they were filled with madness ; 
and communed one with another what they might do 
to Jesus. 

12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went 
out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night 
in prayer to God. 

Note. — We can never be at a loss for an errand to the 
throne of God — to adore, to thank, to petition. Such 
frequent communion with God is needful to keep our 
spiritual life fresh and vigorous. 



Jesus prays and teaches the Lord f s Prayer. 

Luke xi. — 1 And it came to pass, that, as he was 
praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his 
disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as 
John also taught his disciples. 2 And he said usA& 
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them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 3 Give 
us day by day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us 
our sins ; for we also forgive every one that is indebted 
to us. And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver 
us from evil. 

Note. — It is not easy to pray : we all need to be taught 
of God. 



Jesus prays for Peter. 
Luke xxii, — 31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not : and when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren. 

Note. — Not by mere divine power was Peter kept from 
utterly falling away, but by divine power in answer 
to prayer directly on his behalf. It is the privilege 
of God's children to address to God special prayers 
for individuals in special circumstances. 



Chrisfs prayer in the garden. 

Luke xxii. — 39 And he came out, and went, as he 
was wont, to the mount of Olives ; and his disciples 
also followed him. 40 And when he was at the place, 
he said unto them, pray that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion. 41 And he was withdrawn from them about a 
stoned cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 42 Say- 
ing, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup 
from me \ nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done. 
43 And there appeared an angel unto him from 
iieaven, strengthening Yam. 
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Note. — There is an innocent dread of suffering that 
may lead us to pray to be* saved from that suffering, 
yet with entire submission to the will of God in the 
matter. 



Christ's yet more earnest prayer in the garden. 

Luke xxii. — 44 And, being in an agony, he- prayed 
more earnestly : and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 
And when he rose up from prayer,, and was come to 
his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, 46 
And said unto them, Why sleep ye ? rise and pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation. 

Note. — How solemn and affecting! Can we read of this 
agony and bloody sweat, and think of our sins as the 
procuring cause, and yet not be moved to sorrow and 
love? 



Chrisfs prayer for his murderers: 

Luke xxiii. — 32 And there were also two others, 
malefactors, led with him to be put to death. 33 
And when they were come to the place which is called 
Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors : 
one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 

34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them : for they 
know not what they do» And they parted his 
raiment, and cast lots. 

Note. — Who so much needing to be prayed for, as 
trangressors ? Who among transgressors neediDg it 
so much as the chief of them ? And whom does it 
so well become to pray for such as Jesus the divine 
Saviour, who came to seek and to save those who are 
lost? 
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Christ in dying. 

Luke xxiii. — 46 And when Jesus had cried with a 
loud voice, he said, Father into thy hands I commend 
my spirit; and having said thus, he gave up the 
ghost. 

Note. — Christ like us having a true body and a reason- 
able soul, committed his soul, in dying, to God as 
his Father. May we with good and happy consciences 
be able to do likewise in our dying hour ! 



Christ blessing his disciples. 
Luke xxiv. — 50 And he led them out as far as to 
Bethany : and he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
5 1 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he 
was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 

Note. — The blessing of Christ is more precious than all 
earthly treasures. He blessed his disciples whilst 
with them on earth : he hath gone to heaven to con- 
tinue and add to his blessings. 



JOHN. 

Christ at feeding the five thousand. 

John vi. — 11 And Jesus took the loaves ; and when 
he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, 
and the disciples to them that were set down ; and 
likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 

Note. — It is one of the best things about our temporal 
mercies, (our daily food included) that they remind 
us of God's care of us, and furnish us with occasions 
for thanksgiving — a most pleasant and profitable 
part of our communion with God. 
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Christ at the raising of Lazarus. 

John xi. — 41 Then they took away the stone from 
the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up 
his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me. 42 And I knew that thou nearest me 
always : but because of the people which stand by, 
I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 

Note— Jesus was very jealous for his Father's honour 
and glory. He was careful here not to have this 
great miracle of restoring life dissociated from divine 
power, nor himself separated from the Father. 



Christ s exhortation to prayer. 

John xvi. — 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, 
I will do it. 

15 If ye love me, keep my commandments : 16 
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever'; 17 even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him : but ye know him ; for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you. 



Christ prayeth to his Father to glorify him, &c. 

John xvii. — 1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted 
up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is 
come ; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee : 2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, 
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou 
hast given him. 3 And this is life eternal, that tha^ 
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might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent. 4 I have glorified thee on the 
earth : I have finished the work which thou gavest 
me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was. 

6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which 
thou gavest me out of the world : thine they were, 
and thou gavest them me ; and they have kept thy 
word. 7 Now they have known that all things 
whatsoever thou hast given me, are of thee : 8 For I 
have given unto them the words which thou gavest 
me ; and they have received them, and have known 
surely that I came out from thee, and they have be- 
lieved that thou didst send me. 9 I pray for them : 
I pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me ; for they are thine. 10 And all mine 
are thine, and thine are mine ; and I am glorified in 
them. 1 1 And now I am no more in the world, but 
these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy 
Father, keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 
12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them 
in thy name : those that thou gavest me I have kept, 
and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition ; 
that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 And now 
come I to thee ; and these things I speak in the 
world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in them- 
selves. 14 I have given them thy word ; and the 
world hath hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not 
that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from the eviL 16 
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They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth : thy 
word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the 
world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 
1 9 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they 
also might be sanctified through the truth. 

20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word ; 21 
That they all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us : 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given 
them ; that they may be one, even as we are one : 

23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one ; and that the world may know 
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou 
hast loved me. 24 Father, I will that they also 
whom thou hast given me be with me where I am ; 
that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me : for thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world. ] 25 righteous Father, the world hath 
not known thee : but I have known thee, and these 
have known that thou hast sent me. 26 And I have 
declared unto them thy name, and will declare it ; that 
the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in 
them, and I in them. 

Note. — 1. Is Christ our example? If he needed as man 
to pray, so do we ? If he was heard in his prayers, 
then God is a prayer-hearing God, and will hear us 
also for Christ's sake. 2. If Jesus interceded so 
tenderly and earnestly on earth, how precious and 
wonderful will be his intercession in heaven. 3. The 
richest portion that we can h&ro cfotas \&.>3s&s^<s^ 
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or the next, m to get those things which Jeans here 
asks for his people. 4. All communion between 
God and his people is through Christ, who is God's 
great gift manifesting God's great love to man, and 
he through whom man's love goes up with truth and 
acceptance to God. 



ACTS. 

The disciples after Christ 8 ascension. 

Acts L — 13 And when they were come in, they 
went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, 
and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and 
Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son 
of Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother 
of James. 14 These all continued with one accord 
in prayer and supplication, with the women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. 

Note. — The company of the disciples now believed their 
Master's promise, and whilst they expected the ful- 
filment of his promise to send the Comforter, they 
continued in earnest prayer for its accomplishment. 
Thus we see that faith in the promise helps, not 
hinders, prayer for the things promised. 



The disciples at chosing an apostle. 

Acts i. — 23 And they appointed two, Joseph 
called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and 
Matthias. 24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, 
Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew 
whether of these two thou hast chosen, 25 That he 
may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from 
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which Judas by transgression fell that he might go 
to his own place.. 26 And they gave forth their lots : 
and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was num- 
bered with the eleven apostles. 

Note.— Tn matters in which we are quite unable to 
decide, how good it is when we can peacefully leave 
the decision to the Lord ! 



The disciples at the liberation of Peter and John. 

Acts iv. — 23 And, being let go, they went to their 
own company, and reported all that the chief priests 
and elders had said unto them. 24 And when they 
heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with 
one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in 
them is; 25 Who by the mouth of thy servant 
David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine vain things ? 26 The kings of the 
earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord, and against his Christ. 27 For of 
a truth, against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together, 28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and 
thy counsel determined before to be done. 29 And 
now, Lord, behold their threatenings : and grant 
unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may 
speak thy word, 30 By stretching forth thine hand 
to heal ; and that signs and wonders may be done by 
the name of thy holy child Jesus. 

31 And when they had prayed, the place was 
shaken where they were assembled together; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and tkarj 
spake the word of God with. \>o\<\x&«&. 
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Note. —How strikingly in this case was " the joy of the 
Lord," the strength of these followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ! May it be so with us ! May the joy 
that God puts into our heart, make us bold in the 
cause of Christ and of souls ! 



The church at the first election of deacons. 
Acts vi. — 5 And the saying pleased the whole 
multitude : and they chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Pro- 
chorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 
Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch ; 6 Whom they set 
before the apostles : and when they had prayed, they 
laid their hands on them. 

Note, — The public officers of the church specially need 
God's grace, and the church and each of its members 
should ask it for them, both on the occasion of their 
being set apart to their office, and frequently after- 
wards. 



Stephen at his martyrdom. 

Acts vii. — 59 And they stoned Stephen, calling 
upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 
60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And, 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Note.— How like this dying prayer of Stephen, the first 
martyr, to the dying prayer of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ! Let us not forget that it is written, " Let 
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus." 



Saul at Damascus. 
Acts ix.— 10 And there was a certain disciple at 
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Damascus, named Ananias ; and to him said the Lord 
in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am 
here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, 
and go into the street which is called Straight, and 
enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul of 
Tarsus : for, behold, he prayeth. 

Note. — When it can with truth be said of a man, ' Be- 
hold, he prayeth/ there is good hope concerning him 
whatever he has been before. 



Peter at the restoring life to Dorcas. 

Acts ix. — 40 But Peter put them all forth, and 
kneeled down, and prayed; and, turning him to the 
body, said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes : 
and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And he 
gave her his hand, and lifted her up ; and when he 
had called the saints and widows, he presented her 
alive. 

Note. — See here an instance of the power of prayer : 
for doubtless it was Peter's prayer to God, and not 
Peter's word to Dorcas that set in motion that power 
of God which brought back the life and soul of 
Dorcas, and united them again with her body. Let 
us keep in mind that the same power of God will, at 
the great day of the resurrection, unite our living 
souls to our resurrection bodies in an eternal union. 
How marvellous the thought ! 



Cornelius. 

Acts x. — 1 There was a certain man in Cesarea 
called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the 
Italian band, 2 A devout man, and one that feared 
God with all his house, which gave much alms to the 
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people, and prayed to God alway. 3 He saw in a 
vision evidently, about the ninth hour of the day, an 
angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, 
Cornelius. 4 And when he looked on him, he was 
afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said 
unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up 
for a memorial before God. 

Note, — Let prayers and alms be what they may, no one 
must rest on them, but all must go to Christ, and 
put trust in him. God sent an angel from heaven 
to bring a preacher of this doctrine to preach it to 
Cornelius. 



Peter at Jqppa. 
Acts x. — 9 On the morrow, as they went on their 
journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up 
upon the house-top to pray about the sixth hour. 

Note. — It is a great work and a blessed to bring to- 
gether a true preacher of the gospel, and a people 
needing and waiting for him. See here, the Lord 
himself removing the obstacles that lay in the way 
of Cornelius and other Gentiles hearing the gospel, 
and of Peter preaching it to them I 



The church for Peter in prison. 
Acts xii. — 5 Peter therefore was kept in prison ; 
but prayer was made without ceasing of the church 
unto God for him. 

Note . — Many a prison door has been opened by prayer, 
as here, when it could be opened by nothing else. 



The disciples in Mart/s house. 
Acts xii — 11 And when Peter was come to him- 
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self, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord 
hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of 
the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of 
the people of the Jews. 12 And when he had con- 
sidered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the 
mother of John, whose surname was Mark, where 
many were gathered together praying. 

Note. — The prayer of these anxious and helpless be- 
lievers was answered, even whilst it was being pre- 
sented. See how able and willing God is to honour 
and answer his people's prayers ! 



At the sending out Barnabas and Saul. 

Acts xiii. — 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and 
fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid 
their hands on them, they sent them away. 

Note. — When we have to part with friends going forth 
to distant places, let us commend them in prayer to 
an everywhere present God. 



The place of prayer. 
Acts xvi. — 13 And on the sabbath we went out of 
the city by a river-side, where prayer was wont to be 
made ; and we sat down, and spake unto the women 
which resorted thither. 



Paul and Silas in the prison at Phiiippi s 

Acts xvi — 25 And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, aSd sang praises unto God : and the prisoners 
heard them. 
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Note. — Prayers from a prison reach God's ear, as easily 
and acceptably as from any other place ; nay, being 
often more true and earnest, they are more than 
others accepted and answered : — Prayer at the river- 
side, (y. 13), and prayer in the innermost prison, 
(v. 25). 



Paul on 'parting with the elders of Ephesus. 

Acts xx. — 36 And when he had thus spoken, he 
kneeled down, and prayed with them alL 37 And 
they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed 
him ; 38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which 
he spake, that they should see his face no more. And 
they accompanied him unto the ship. 

Note. — When friends and relatives have to part, espe- 
. cially for long seasons or great distances, let united 
prayer be made to the everywhere present God. 



The believers on the sea-shore at Tyre. 

Acts xxi. — 5 And when we had accomplished those 
days, we departed, and went our way ; and they all 
brought us on our way, with wives and children, till 
we were out of the city : and we kneeled down on 
the shore, and prayed. 

Note. — How good to see these loving friends thus 
praying for one another, and giving thanks before 
they part, only to meet again in heaven 1 



Paul at Jerusalem. 

Acts xxii. — 17 And it came to pass, that, when I 
was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in 
the temple, I was in a trance ; 18 and *saw him 
saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly 
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out of Jerusalem : for they will not receive thy testi- 
mony concerning me. 

Note. — How often is it upon record that God of old did 
communicate with his servants when they were in 
the very act of prayer ; and doubtless it is so still, 
though the communication is not so evident. 



ROMANS. 

m 

Paul for spiritual fruit at Rome. 

Romans i. — 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without 
ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; 
10 making request (if by any means now at length I 
might have a prosperous journey by the will of God) 
to come unto you. 1 1 For I long to see you, that I 
may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end 
ye may be established ; 12 That is, that I may be 
comforted together with you, by the mutual faith 
both of you and me. 13 Now I would not have you 
ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to 
come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might 
have some fruit among you also, even as among other 
Gentiles. 

Note. — Christ's church and people need to have prayer 
made for them : they need to be kept and built up 
by the mighty loving power of God, as well as 
brought at first into that grace wherein they stand. 



Paul for the Christians at Rome. 
Romans xv. — 13 Now the God of hope fill vqvlw&l 
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all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound 
in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 

Note. — All joy and peace, all sorts and a full measure, 
and the Holy Ghost the author of them ; — The be- 
liever warranted to seek all these by prayer not 
only for himself, but also for others. 



2 CORINTHIANS. 



Paul for the Corinthian Christians. 

2 Corinthians ix. — 10 Now he that ministereth seed 
to the sower, both minister bread for your food, and 
multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of 
your righteousness. 

Note. — There is a kind of scattering that wasteth not a 
man's store, but increaseth it. May the blessings of 
the Lord make us rich ! 



Paid regarding the thorn in the flesh. 

2 Corinthians xii. — 7 And lest I should be exalted 
above measure through the abundance of the revela- 
tions, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure. 8 For this thing I besought 
the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9 
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee ; 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Note. — God's people may entreat the Lord earnestly 
and repeatedly for deliverance from sufferings and 
temptations, yet so as having a perfect conviction 
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that if he does not see fit to remove them, he will 
enable his people to bear them so as to glorify him 
in them, and at last bring his people safe through 
them. 



Paul for the Corinthians. 

2 Corinthians xiii. — 7 Now I pray to God that ye 
do no evil ; not that we should appear approved, but 
that ye should do that which is honest, though we be 
as reprobates. 

Note. — To do evil is a far worse thing than to suffer 
evil. Let us pray to be kept from both, and especi- 
ally from doing evil. 



EPHESIANS. 



Paul for the Ephesians. 

Ephesians i. — 15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of 
your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints, 16 cease not to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers ; 17 That the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him : 18 the eyes of your understanding 
being enlightened ; that ye may know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, 20 which he wrought in Christ, when he raised 
him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far alxwe ^^wasx- 
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pality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come ; 22 and hath put 
all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

Note. — When we give thanks for what God has done 
for ourselves and others, we should, with holy rever- 
ence and boldness, ask him for yet more, out of his 
rich inexhaustible fulness. What an asking is here 
— that of Paul for the Ephesians ! 



Paul for the Ephesians. 

Ephesians iii. — 13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint 
not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 
14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 of whom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named, 16 that he would 
grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man; 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith ; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 

18 may be able to comprehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; 

19 and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might, be filled with all the ful- 
ness of God. 20 Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
21 unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

Note. — What a wonderful asking by the apostle we 
have here! That the Ephesians had already received 
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much was no reason for ceasing to ask, but rather a 
reason and encouragement to ask more ; f or the riches 
of salvation by Jesus Christ are inexhaustible. 



PHILIPPIANS. 

Paul for the Philippians. 
Philippians i. — 3 I thank my God upon every re- 
membrance of you, 4 always in every grayer of mine 
for you all, making request with joy, 5 for your fellow- 
ship in the Gospel from the first day until now : 6 
being confident of this very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you, will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ : 7 even as it is meet for me to 
think this of you all, because I have you in my heart ; 
inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence 
and confirmation of the Gospel, ye all are partakers 
of my grace. 8 For God is my record, how greatly 
I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. 

9 And this I pray that your love may abound yet 
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment ; 

10 That ye may approve things that are excellent ; 
that ye may be sincere, and without offence, till the 
day of Christ; 11 being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the 
glory and praise of God. 

Note. — Ministers should have their believing people on 
their hearts in prayer, mingling thanksgiving for the 
past and present with much asking for farther and 
more abundant good. 



The Philippians prayed for Paul. 
Philippians i. — 19 For I know that this ekaXL^ssx^ 

o 
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to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply 
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my 
earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I 
shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as 
always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my 
body, whether it be by life, or by death. 

Note. — The prayers of their believing people are highly 
valued by Christian ministers, and are the means of 
encouraging them, and obtaining for them strength 
and success in their work. 



COLOS8IANS. 

Paul for the Colossians. 

Colossians i. — 3 We give thanks to God and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 
you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, 
and of the love which ye have to all the saint3 ; 5 for 
the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof 
ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 
Gospel ; 6 which is come unto you, as it is in all the 
world ; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, 
since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of 
God in truth : 7 As ye also learned of Epapbras our 
dear fellow-servant, who is for you a faithful minister 
of Christ ; 8 who also declared unto us your love in the 
Spirit. 9 For this cause we also, since the day we 
heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire 
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that 
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in 
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the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power, unto all 
patience and long-suffering with joyfulness; 12 Giving 
thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light : 

Note. — Happy is the minister who can give such thanks 
regarding his people; and happy the people who have 
a minister who teaches them these things, and re- 
joices with thanksgiving overtheir reception of them ! 



1 THESSALON1AN8. 

Paul gives thanks for the Thessalonians. 

1 Thessalonians i. — 2 We give thanks to God always 
for you all, making mention of you in our prayers ; 

3 Kemembering without ceasing your work of faith, 
and labour of love, and patience of hope in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father ; 

4 knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 

Note. — Apart from personal salvation, there is no cause 
of thankfulness to God more delightful than the 
piety and Christian graces of those to whom we are 
intimately related. 



Paul prays for the Thessalonians. 

1 Thessalonians iii. — 9 For what thanks can we 
render to God again for you, for all the joy where- 
with we joy for your sakes oefore our God ; 10 night 
and day praying exceedingly that we might see your 
face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your 
faith? 11 Now God himself and our F&thst .»«&&. 
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our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you. 12 
And the Lord make you to increase and abound in 
love one toward another, and toward all men, even 
as we do toward you : 13 To the end he may stablish 
your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even 
our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all his saints. 

Note. — It is a thought very near the heart of faithful 
ministers, and all God's believing people, to be useful 
to others, especially in spiritual things. 



PauVs prayer for the Tkessalonians. 

1 Tkessalonians v. — 23 And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly : and I pray God your whole 
spirit, and soul, and body, be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 24 Faith- 
ful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

Note. — God's counsel should be mingled with prayer 
for the power of God to make the counsel accepted 
and useful. 



t 

2 THESSALONIANS, 

Paul prays for the Tkessalonians. 

2 Tkessalonians i. — 11 Wherefore also we pray 
always for you, that our God would count you worthy 
of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his 
goodness, and the work of faith with power ; 12 that 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified 
in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Note. — The glory of God should be our chief desire and 

aim in all our prayers for ourselves and our fellow 

believers. 
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Paul's prayer for the Thessalonians. 

2 Thessalonians ii. — 10 Now our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved 
us, and hath given us everlasting consolation, and 
good hope through grace, 17 comfort your hearts, 
and stablish you in every good word and work. 

Note. — Experience of God's loving kindness in the past, 
is a great encouragement to prayer for present and 
future blessings. 

Prayer of Paul for tJie Thessalonians. 

2 Thessalonians iii. — 5 And the Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and into the patient 
waiting for Christ. 

Note. — It is of great moment that God direct our 
hearts aright; for how often do our desires and 
affections go after wrong objects ! God in Christ is 
to be loved and sought unto first of all. 



Prayer of Paul for the Thessalonians. 

2 Thessalonians iii. — 16 Now the Lord of peace 
himself give you peace always by all means. The 
Lord be with you all. 

Note. — There is no true abiding-peace but that which 
the Lord gives. How precious ! peace always, by 
all means, freely bestowed by the Lord of peace ! 



2 TIMOTHY. 

Paul prays for Timothy. 

2 Timothy i. — 3 I thank God, whom I serve from 
my forefathers with pure conscience, that withal 
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ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers 
night and day ; 4 greatly desiring to see thee, being 
mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy ; 
5 when I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith, 
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice ; and I am persuaded 
that in thee also. 

Note. — Whilst we pray for our friends, and thank God 
for the good that is in them, we should also thank 
God for putting such prayers into our hearts. 



PauVs prayer for Onesiphorus. 

2 Timothy i. — 16 The Lord give mercy unto the 
house of Onesiphorus ; for he oft refreshed me, and 
was not ashamed of my chain: 17 but, when he 
was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and 
found me. 18 The Lord grant unto him that he 
may find mercy of the Lord in that day : and in how 
many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou 
knowest very well 

Note. — Onesiphorus had been kind to Paul when he 
greatly needed kindness; and the best thing that 
Paul could pray for on behalf of Onesiphorus, was 
that the Lord's mercies might abound towards him, 
and his house. It is our duty to show gratitude in 
every way to our fellow-men for benefits received, 
and over and above all to bear our benefactors on 
our hearts in our prayers. 



Paul 's prayer for Timothy. 
2 Timothy ii. — 7 Consider what I say; and the 
Lord give thee understanding in all things. 

Note. — We must look to Him who has given us the 
Word, to give us undetataiiding in the Word. 
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Paul's prayer regarding Alexander the coppersmith. 

2 Timothy iv. — 14 Alexander the coppersmith did 

me much evil ; the Lord reward him according to his 

works : 15 of whom be thou ware also ; for he hath 

greatly withstood our words. 

Note. — It is allowed to refer the adversaries of God 
and his truth to God himself, to be dealt with in 
righteousness by him. 



Paul *s prayer for Timothy. 

2 Timothy iv. — 22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with 

thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. 

Note. — Let us be mainly concerned for the spiritual 
welfare of othera, whilst we do not overlook their 
temporal welfare. 



PHILEMON. 
Paul prays for Philemon. 

Philemon. — 4 I thank my God, making mention of 

thee always in my prayers. 5 Hearing of thy love 

and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, 

and toward all saints ; 6 that the communication of 

thy faith may become effectual, by the acknowledging 

of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. 

• 

Note. — Prayer for others makes a large part of the 
prayers of God's people: so it evidently was with 
Paul. 



Philemon and others pray for Paul. 

Philemon. — 22 But withal prepare me also a lodg- 
ing : for I trust that through your prayers I shall be 
given unto you. 
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Pavlfor Philemon. 

Philemon. — 25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit. Amen. 



HEBREWS. 
Paul's prayer for the Hebrew Christians. 

Hebrews xiii. — 20 Now the God of peace, that 

brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 

great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 

the everlasting covenant, 21 Make you perfect in 

every good work to do his will, working in you that 

which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 

Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Note. — Progress and final perfection in holiness, is 
what is mainly to be desired and sought for our- 
selves and others, from God through Jesus Christ. 



1 PETER. 
Peter's prayer for believers. 

1 Peter v. — 10 But the God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you : 11 To him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Note — When called to suffer, we may pray that our 
sufferings be shortened, if the Lord will ; and that 
holy strength and peace may settle down on us when 
our sufferings have passed away ; and we should ask 
that there be no wavering of faith, nor turning aside 
from following the Lord by reason of sufferings 
experienced or dreaded. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Such is God's own testimony to prayer. By the 
Spirit of Inspiration he has provided that many 
prayers and his answers to them, have been recorded 
in the scriptures of truth, to testify to all men that the 
Eternal God is a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering 
God — that prayer, though a great mystery, is a great 
fact, and a great power — and so to teach and en- 
courage us to believe in prayer, and to regard it as a 
great duty and a great privilege. 



FINIS. 
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